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SD13 Statement of Duty to Cooperate  

1. Introduction 

1.1 Section 110 of the Localism Act inserted section 33A into the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004. Section 33A imposes a duty on a local planning authority to cooperate 
with other local planning authorities, county councils and bodies or other persons as 
prescribed. 

1.2 The other persons prescribed are those identified in Regulation 4 of The Town and 
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. The bodies prescribed 
under section 33A (1)(c) are: 

a) The Environment Agency; 

b) the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England (known as English 
Heritage); 

c) Natural England; 

d) the Mayor of London; 

e) the Civil Aviation Authority; 

f) the Homes and Communities Agency; 

g) each Primary Care Trust; 

h) the Office of Rail Regulation; 

i) Transport for London; 

j) each Integrated Transport Authority; 

k) each highway authority; and, 

l) the Marine Management Organisation. 

1.3 The duty imposed to co-operate requires, in particular, that each person, including a 
local planning authority, to: 

(a) engage constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis in any process by means 
of which activities within subsection (3) are undertaken, and 

(b) have regard to activities of a person within subsection (9) so far as they are 
relevant to activities within subsection (3) 

1.4 The duty under section 33A(2) Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 applies to 
the preparation of development plan documents, and activities which prepare the way for, 
and which support, the preparation of development plan documents, in so far as they relate 
to a strategic matter. 

1.5 Ealing Council have engaged and continue to engage constructively with other local 
planning authorities and other public bodies on the preparation of the Planning for Schools 



DPD in accordance with the regulatory requirements and following the approach set out in 
the NPPF. The mechanisms used and evidence of cooperation and engagement are set out 
below and reference is made to other submission documents providing further relevant detail 
where appropriate. 

2. Engagement with prescribed bodies 

2.1 The Council have been pro-active in responding to representations received on the DPD 
from prescribed bodies. Where possible the Council has suggested revised and/or additional 
supporting text within the DPD (proposed as minor changes in SD2) to address any issues 
raised, provide clarification and additional references/ links to Local Plan or other specific 
and technical guidance, in order to assist all users of the DPD.  

2.2 The representations received from prescribed bodies are detailed in full in submission 
documents SD8 and SD9, as outlined in section 3 below. Importantly, the representations 
received confirm support for the DPD and site allocations from the Education Funding 
Agency. The Council’s proposed changes are also supported by prescribed bodies including 
GLA, who notably have confirmed that, with the proposed changes, the DPD would be in 
general conformity with the London Plan. Support is also confirmed for the proposed 
changes by Transport for London and Heritage England. Natural England have also 
confirmed, (in response to document SD10) that they are satisfied that the Habitats 
Regulation Assessment screening analysis and conclusions are accurate. 

3. Regulation 20 Consultation Statement 

3.1 The Council have produced a Planning for Schools Consultation statement which is also 
a formal submission document (SD8). In summary, the consultation statement has been 
divided into two sections as follows: 

• Section two deals with representations received at the Initial and Options stage.  It 
sets out which bodies and persons were invited to make representations, details of 
the consultation and a brief analysis of the representations received.   The summary 
of the main issues and how those issues were addressed is published in the 
standalone report titled EB4 ‘ Planning for Schools DPD, Issues and Options, 
Representations Report’ (February 2015). 

• Section three deals with representations received at the Publication stage.  It details 
the publication procedures undertaken by the Council, the number of representations 
received and a summary of the main issues raised in the representations. 

3.2 The Reg 20 consultation statement is also supplemented by a full summary (Part B – in 
an excel spreadsheet sheet form) of any Regulation 20 representations received together 
with the detailed responses and recommendations of the Council.  A summary of the 
spreadsheet is also provided in the appendices (Appendix D). 

3.3 Reference should be made to the full document SD8 for further details.  

 

 



4. Specific engagement with adjacent borough Local Education Authorities 

4.1 The Council’s Schools Planning team have had ongoing liaison with colleagues in 
adjacent boroughs. This has included sharing of information on borough retention rates and 
demographic data, proposed school expansions and opportunities for shared education 
provision, as well as progress of the Planning for Schools DPD. The ongoing engagement 
and cooperation is demonstrated by the details of meetings and correspondence as set out 
in the table below: 

Local 
Authority  

Type of 
Communic
ation 

Comments Date(s) Replies 
received  

 
Hounslow 
Council 
 

 
Email 

- Email sent regarding sharing school 
expansion strategy  
- Email sent updating on statutory notice of 
expansion 
 

29/04/2014 
7/05/14 
2/06/14 
22/08/14 
12/01/15 
 

7/5/2014 
Email from 
Hounslow with 
details of 
planned 
provision and 
their projected 
peak in demand. 

Meeting 
 

Meeting was set up to discuss school 
expansion strategy, recent and planned 
expansions, SEN provision and Free 
Schools. 
 
Follow up meeting to discuss projections, 
update on Free Schools and school 
expansion strategy.  

27/06/14 
 
Minutes 
circulated 
16/07/14 
 
2/03/2015 

 

Letter Letter sent to Hounslow following up after 
meeting and welcoming further 
correspondence and the opportunity to meet 
again. 

8/10/14  

 
Hillingdon 
Council  
 
 

Email 
 
 

- Email sent regarding admissions policies  
- Update on statutory notice of expansion 

29/042014 
19/08/2014 
22/08/2014 
12/01/2015 

 

Meeting 
 
 

Meeting was set up at Hillingdon Civic 
Centre between Ealing, Hillingdon and 
Harrow  to share expansion strategy and 
establish if there was scope on shared 
provision 

3/09/2014 
 
Minutes 
circulated 
5/09/2014 

 

Letter 
 
 
 

Written update on planned and approved 
school expansions and on the work 
undertaken through Planning Policy and 
Schools DPD 

8/10/2014  

 
Harrow 
Council   
 
 
 

 
 
Email 

-  Email offering information on our school 
expansion strategy, our projected future 
demand and if there were any proposals 
that Harrow had consulted on or taken to 
Cabinet.  
- Email sent updating on the publication of 
statutory notices for a recent expansion 
- Email sent to set up cross borough 

7/05/2014 
2/06/2014 
19/08/2014 
22/08/2014 
12/01/2015 

Email received 
from Harrow 
with an update 
on a school 
expansion and 
approved Free 
School 
8/05/2014  



meeting  
- Further email sent updating on statutory 
notice of expansion 
- Update sent regarding proposal which we 
were consulting on  
 

 

 
Meeting 

Meeting was set up at Hillingdon Civic 
Centre between Ealing, Hillingdon and 
Harrow  to share expansion strategy and 
establish if there was scope for shared 
provision 

3/09/2014 
 
Minutes 
circulated 
5/09/2014 

 

Letter 
 
 

Written update to Harrow on Ealing’s 
planned and approved school expansions 
and on work being undertaken through 
Planning Policy for the Schools DPD 
regarding sites.  

8/10/2014 8/1/15 
Letter received 
regarding 
consultation of a 
proposed 
expansion 
 

 
 
Brent 
Council 
 
 
 
 

Email 
 
 

-  Email sent sharing information on primary 
and secondary school expansion plans in 
place or in the pipeline, proposals that were 
out to consultation or taken to Cabinet 
- Update on primary school expansions we 
were publishing statutory notices for 
- Email sent with information on a proposal 
we were taking to consultation  
- Email sent organising cross-borough 
meeting  
- Email sent to Brent regarding publication 
of a statutory notice on a proposed primary 
school expansion  

7/05/2014 
2/06/2014 
22/08/2014 
5/09/2014 
12/01/2014 

-14/05/2014 
Email received 
with an update 
of Brent’s 
secondary 
school 
expansion 
strategy  
- 7/10/2014 
Email from 
Brent regarding 
a proposed 
expansion they 
were consulting 
on. 
- 20/11/2014, 
4/12/2014 and 
7/01/2015 email 
update from 
Brent on 
proposed 
primary and 
secondary 
school 
expansions  
- 4/03/2015 
email from Brent 
regarding 
consultation 

Meeting  
 
 

Meeting was set up with Brent to discuss 
Free School applications approved and 
planned, retention rates and birth data 
across both boroughs and the planned 
school expansions of schools near the 
border  

21/11/2014  



Letter 
 
 

A letter was sent to Brent as an update on 
Ealing’s planned and approved school 
expansions, work being undertaken through 
Planning Policy for the Schools DPD 
regarding sites and inviting Brent to 
consider further meetings in future. 

8/10/2014  

 
Royal 
Borough of 
Kensington 
and Chelsea 
 
(tri- 
borough) 
 

Email 
 
 

- Email sent to the Tri- Borough Head of 
Asset Strategy overseeing school place 
provision on some primary school proposals 
we were publishing statutory notices on and 
also taking to consultation  
- Update sent via email on the Ealing 
secondary schools we were taking to 
consultation and also publishing statutory 
notices for 
- Email sent to set up cross-borough school 
expansion strategy meeting  
- Email sent updating further, on an Ealing 
primary school expansion proposal. 

3/06/2014 
22/08/2014 
8/09/2014 
12/01/2015 
14/01/2015 

Emails received 
3/06/2014 and 
15/01/2015 

 Meeting  
 
 

Meeting set up with Hammersmith and 
Fulham and Kensington and Chelsea to 
share intelligence on Free School providers, 
Free Schools both proposed and approved, 
projected future demand across all 
boroughs and a discussion on the primary 
and secondary school expansion strategy 

Meeting 
was 
arranged for 
7/10/2014 

 

Letter 
 
 

A letter was sent to as an update on 
Ealing’s planned and approved school 
expansions, work being undertaken through 
Planning Policy for the Schools DPD 
regarding sites, and offering to host further 
meetings in the future. 

Letter sent 
10/10/2014 

 

 
Hammersmi
th and  
Fulham  
 
(tri- 
borough) 
 
 

Email - Email sent to the Tri- Borough Head of 
Asset Strategy overseeing school place 
provision on some primary school proposals 
we were publishing statutory notices on and 
also taking to consultation  
- Update sent via email on the Ealing 
secondary schools we were taking to 
consultation and also publishing statutory 
notices on 
- Email sent to set up cross-borough school 
expansion strategy meeting  
- Email sent updating further on an Ealing 
primary school expansion proposal. 

3/06/2014 
22/08/2014 
8/09/2014 
12/01/2015 
14/01/2015 

Emails received 
3/06/2014 and 
15/01/2015 

Meeting  Meeting set up with Hammersmith and 
Fulham and Kensington and Chelsea to 
share intelligence on Free School providers, 
Free Schools proposed and approved, 
projected future demand in all boroughs and 
a discussion on the primary and secondary 
school expansion strategy 

Meeting 
was 
arranged for 
7/10/2014 

 

Letter A letter was sent to as an update on 
Ealing’s planned and approved school 

Letter sent 
10/10/2014 

 



 

5. Conclusion  

5.1 This statement demonstrates how Ealing Council have engaged and continue to engage 
constructively with stakeholders, prescribed bodies and other local planning and education 
authorities on the preparation of the Planning for Schools DPD in accordance with the 
regulatory requirements. 

expansions, work being undertaken through 
Planning Policy for the Schools DPD 
regarding sites, and offering to host further 
meetings in the future 

 
 
Westminste
r City 
 
(tri- 
borough) 
 
 

Email - Email sent to the Tri- Borough Head of 
Asset Strategy overseeing school place 
provision on some primary school proposals 
we were publishing statutory notices on and 
also taking to consultation  
- Update sent via email on the Ealing 
secondary schools we were taking to 
consultation and also publishing statutory 
notices on 
- Email sent to set up cross borough school 
expansion strategy meeting  
- Email sent updating further on an Ealing 
primary school expansion proposal. 

3/06/2014 
22/08/2014 
8/09/2014 
12/01/2015 
14/01/2015 

Emails received 
3/06/2014 and 
15/01/2015 

Meeting Meeting had with the Tri-Borough Head of 
Asset Strategy overseeing school place 
provision 

Meeting 
was 
arranged for 
7/10/2014 

 

Letter A letter was sent to as an update on 
Ealing’s planned and approved school 
expansions, work being undertaken through 
Planning Policy for the Schools DPD 
regarding sites and proposing further 
meetings in the future. 

Letter sent 
10/10/2014 
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