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Stop 1 - Three Bridges Park     Stop 4 – The Hanwell Flight of locks 
 
Stop 2 - Brunel and Three Bridges    Stop 5 – Hanwell Asylum 
 
Stop 3 – The Windmill      Stop 6 – The junction of the canal with the River Brent 
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Capital Ring 
Network footpath to 
Old Hanwell along 
the river Brent, 
passing under the  
Wharncliffe Viaduct 

Start Point –  
Three Bridges Park 
On the junction of 
Windmill Lane and 
Tentelow Lane 

Finish Point – The 
footbridge where the 
canal joins the River 
Brent close to Green 
Lane 

Three Bridges Park1
Brunels’ 
Three Bridges 
Scheduled 
Ancient 
Monument

2
Canal Lock and possible 
site of the windmill3

Canal Lock 
- part of the 
Hanwell Flight 
of locks4

The Hanwell Asylum 
dock arch5

The junction 
of the canal 
with the 
River Brent6
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Windmill and
Hanwell canal
Turners sketch ‘Windmill and Lock’ 
from Liber studiorum: Parts 5-10, 
painted circa 1811 by Joseph Mallord 
William Turner, 1775-1851. 
Photo ©Tate, London 2013.



Welcome to three Bridges Park. this site Was once Part of the ‘ts 
Westcott’ sea cadets training Base But it is noW a PuBlic Park and 
a haven for Wildlife. the sea cadets organization Was founded to 
helP the orPhans of sailors killed in the crimean War in 1856. it noW 
Provides leadershiP and Boat handling training for Boys and girls, 
and encourages a sense of community Pride and volunteering. 

turn left on leaving the Park and 
folloW the Pavement round to 
the left and cross the road at the 
traffic control Barriers. Be careful 
as this is a Busy road. Walk uP onto 
the Bridge and stoP half Way across. 
from here you Will have good vieWs 
of the canal and railWay BeloW you.

TS stands for ‘Training Ship’ and Westcott is from Westcott Crescent in Hanwell where their first 
base was set up in 1942. As Hanwell is a long way from the sea the local cadets had a hall instead 
of a ship, and they practised their boating skills on the canal. Their base also had a radio mast and 
a decommissioned First World War naval gun. The gun was removed in 2005 but you can still see 
the radio mast on one side of the park. 

Take some time to look around the park and enjoy the views 
of the canal. When you have finished exploring you can start 
the Three Bridges local history walk.
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The decommissioned naval gun
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Railway sleeper path leading 
visitors towards the canal

Interpretation board



the famous engineer isamBard 
kingdom Brunel designed the 
intersection of three modes of 
transPort here: these include 
rail, Water and road. 

The canal is underneath the road bridge, and the railway line is below the canal. The road 
bridge and the canal bridge are made of cast iron and there is a weight limit because it is 
so old. 

Building the railway involved digging underneath the canal, and Brunel had to encase the 
canal in a cast iron trough to form the canal bridge. The railway was opened in 1859 and 
was the last project Brunel completed before he died. 

Three Bridges has been endorsed by English Heritage as a scheduled ancient monument. 
Look and you will see that there are actually only two bridges not three. 
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noW continue your Walk, crossing the Bridge 
go doWn the sloPe and then turn sharP right 
at the end of the fence, to folloW a short 
Path that leads Back doWn to the canal. 
When you reach the canal turn left and 
folloW the toWPath along the side of the 
canal until you reach the first lock Where 
you Will see a small cottage on the oPPosite 
Bank.

View from the Three Bridges Park towards 
Glade Lane Canal Side Park
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Canal and road bridge view

Road, canal and railway line view
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e Windmill lane is a road that Was Built hundreds of years ago. 

it existed Before the canal and the railWay Were Built. in historical 
maPs, the Windmill shoWs uP in different Places, so We do not knoW 
its exact location.

A picture of the windmill was painted by a very famous English painter J.M.W Turner in 1808, 
who painted landscapes with water colours. The Tate Gallery has sketches of the painting 
called the ‘Windmill and Lock at Hanwell’. In the painting you can see the windmill, the lock 
with a gate, some farm animals, and a small bridge made of bricks in the distance. William 
Turner painted the picture years before the railway was built by Brunel, whose iron clad bridge 
is the one we see today. The road Windmill Lane and the Windmill Park Estate are both named 
after the windmill.

continue your Walk along 
the canal toWPath keePing 
a look out for Birds 
and Wildlife that live 
along the canal. your next 
stoP is By the next lock.3



Did Turner paint from here?

Windmill and Hanwell canal
Turners sketch ‘Windmill and Lock’ from 
Liber studiorum: Parts 5-10, painted circa 1811 
by Joseph Mallord William Turner, 1775-1851. 
Photo ©Tate, London 2013.
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l there are six locks in the hanWell flight, Which form Part of 
the grand union canal. they raise the canal aBout 53 feet or 
16.2 metres. the chief engineers Were William JessoP and James 
Barnes Who had to use horses and men to dig out the canal.
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folloW the toWPath along the canal 
again. as you droP doWnhill Past 
each lock the Brick Wall to your 
left gets taller and more imPosing. 
you can glimPse old and neW 
Buildings Behind the Wall, and you 
might sPot some dates carved in the 
stone. Walk Past another lock and 
then look out for a yelloW Brick-
filled arch set into the BrickWork 
of the Wall. stoP Beside this arch

Locks allow boats to move up and down hills on a canal. To move a boat uphill the boat 
driver uses a lock key at the side of the lock to open small doors at the bottom of the gate. 
This allows water to gush in from the canal above, raising the water level and the boat in 
the lock. The water levels have to be the same inside and outside of the lock to enable the 
gate to be opened so that the boat can continue its journey.



Canal boat waiting in lock

Lock gates holding back the canal
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Was Built in 1830 for Patients With mental health ProBlems, and Was 
Where Pioneering english Psychiatrist dr. John connolly Became the 
resident Physician in 1839. it Was the Biggest asylum in the World in 
1850. 

The yellow brick-filled archway used to be open, allowing boats to turn into the asylum 
to deliver coal and collect its excess produce of fruit and vegetables grown by the patients. 
Families used to live on the boats and helped to shift tonnes of coal into the asylum. Canal 
boats used to be pulled by horses and thick ropes. These ropes rubbed against the wall in 
some places and created groove-marks that can still be seen today.

The brick wall of the hospital wall is about a kilometre long. It has square fire holes, used 
by fireman to get water, pumped through hose-pipes from the nearby canal, in case of fire 
at the asylum.

Walk on Passing tWo more locks. look out for an 
unusual stone ramP that sloPes doWn into the canal. 
in the days When canal Boats Were Pulled By horses 
this ramP Would have helPed a horse to climB out if 
it fell into the canal. continue along the toWPath, 
Passing a footPath to the left that is signPosted as 
Part of the ‘caPital ring’ footPath netWork. Walk 
Past one more lock and continue until you reach 
a footBridge Where the toWPath crosses another 
Watercourse, the river Brent. stoP half Way across 
this Bridge



Hanwell Asylum - the yellow brick arch was 
the entrance to the asylums’ private dock

Horse rope grooves

Brick filled archway
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you have noW reached the Point Where the grand union canal Joins 
the river Brent. the lock you have Just Passed is the loWest in the 
hanWell flight of locks.

This stretch of the canal was completed in 1794 and allowed boats from as far away as 
Birmingham to bring goods to the docks at Brentford. Canal boats were loaded with all 
sorts of heavy and bulky goods, including coal and iron from the Midlands, and margarine 
and bricks from Southall. These goods were taken down the Thames to the City of London 
and from there some were sent all over the world.

This is the end of the Three Bridges History Walk and we hope you have enjoyed learning 
about the fascinating history along this stretch of the canal. 

you can noW retrace your footstePs and return to 
three Bridges Park via the canal toWPath. alternatively 
you could extend your Walk to visit old hanWell and 
another of isamBard Brunel’s famous Bridges, the 
Wharncliffe viaduct. to do this retrace your route Back 
Past one lock and then turn right along the footPath 
you saW earlier signPosted ‘caPital ring netWork’. this 
Path folloWs the Winding course of the river Brent 
through Beautiful Woodland and meadoWs, Passing 
under the uxBridge road and the viaduct to reach 
Brent lodge Park and old hanWell.



Canal Junction with River Brent

the signpost



This walk was created by the Three Bridges Primary School’s Family Learning Group, 
Accession Social Enterprise and Ealing Council Adult Education Team, as part of the Heritage Lottery Funded Three Bridges History Project. 

It is also available to download as a Podcast from the Ealing council website.
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