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Briefing: 2011 Census Results – First Release                                              

Rajiv Ahlawat, Research and Consultation Manager 

 

On 16 July 2012 the Office for National Statistics (ONS) released the first set of results from the 

latest national Census which took place on 27 March 2011.  

The first release of Census results includes:  

 usually resident census population estimates for England and for Wales, and for England 

and Wales, at single year of age, and sex 

 usually resident census population estimates for England and for Wales at regional level, 

and local authority level, by five year age bands and sex 

 estimates of occupied households for England and for Wales at country, regional and local 

authority level 

 quality assurance information used in the census estimates for each local authority 

 

Results for Ealing 

 

Key highlights of the 2011 Census results for Ealing are: 

 Ealing’s population estimate as per the 2011 Census is 338,400. This figure is: 

o 12% more than the Census 2001 estimate of 300,900.  

o 10% more than the ONS 2001 mid-year estimate of 308,100 (ONS has compared 

with the adjusted 2001 mid-year estimates instead of 2001 census estimates – as 

the latter were believed to be inaccurate).   

o 6% more than the ONS 2010 mid-year estimate (the latest official population figure 

for the borough) of 318,500 

o 4% more than the ONS’ projected figure for 2011 of 324,000 (2010-based 

subnational population projections, SNPP) 

o 2% more than the GLA’s projected figure for 2011 of 330,200 

 Ealing remains the third largest London borough in terms of population, after Croydon 

(363,400) and Barnet (356,400).  



 

2 
 

Policy and Performance 

Comparison with London 

 Ealing has more children in the age-group of 0-4 yrs (7.5%) as compared to London (7.2%) 

and England & Wales (6.2%), reflecting the high birth rates in Ealing and the consequent 

pressure on public services for younger populations. The proportion of children 0-4 years 

has grown by 32% during the period 2001-2011, one of the highest in London.  

 The overall census response rate for the borough was 92%, as compared to 85% achieved 

in 2001. The highest response rate of 98% was amongst residents aged 65-69 and the 

lowest among younger people aged 20-24 (86%).  

 Short-term migration (more than three months but less than a year) to the borough remains 

high. At 3,400 Ealing has the highest number of short-term migrants in outer London, and 

seventh highest in London overall.  

 The total number of households with at least one usual resident is 124,100. This is lower 

than the GLA estimate of 125,800 as well as information from CLG Revenues data 

(124,800). 

 The financial implications of these results are complex and as yet unclear. The DCLG is 

currently consulting local authorities on the Local Government Finance Bill, part of which is 

to gain views on what should form the population baseline for the future funding allocations 

to local authorities. It is expected that the ONS 2011 mid-year estimates, due to be 

released in September 2012, will form the basis of future formula grant calculations, 

assuming the estimates are received by DCLG in time before the consultation comes to a 

close. 

More information and analysis is needed before the full financial impact of the 2011 census 

results can be accurately estimated. 

 

 

 

 The usually resident population of London on Census Day 2011 (27 March) was 8.17 

million. This compares to 7.17 million at Census 2001, an increase 14 per cent over the ten 

year period.  

 Croydon was the most populous London borough with 363,400 usual residents. Eight other 

London boroughs recorded populations of over 300,000; Barnet (356,400), Ealing 

(338,400), Enfield (312,500), Brent (311,200), Bromley (309,400), Newham (308,000), 

Wandsworth (307,000) and Lambeth (303,100).  

 The largest local authority percentage increase between 2001 and 2011 was in London. 

Tower Hamlets grew by nearly 30 per cent. Other London local authorities that had high 

growth include Newham (26 per cent), Hackney and Westminster (both at 21 per cent).  

 Seven out of ten local authorities with the highest proportions of preschool (0-4 year old) 

children nationally were in London. Barking and Dagenham was highest at 10.1 per cent 
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followed by Slough (9.1 per cent), Newham, Greenwich, and Luton (each 8.2 per cent) and 

Waltham Forest (8.1 per cent). Ealing had 7.2% children in this age group. 

 Average household size in London increased from 2.35 persons in 2001 to 2.47 persons in 

2011, defying assumptions that average household size is generally in decline. Average 

household size in Ealing was 2.70. 

 The largest increases in average household size (nationally) over the 2001-2011 period 

were in London. The highest 4 local authorities nationally for average household size were 

in London: Newham (3.01 persons), Harrow (2.81), Brent (2.80) and Redbridge (2.80).  

 

Map 1: London borough populations at Census 2011 
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The following figure shows the age structure of the population of London boroughs. Ealing remains 

a borough with relatively higher proportions of younger people and those of working age. 

 

Figure 1: Age structure of London boroughs, 2011 
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Table 1: Population by age-groups Ealing 2001-2011 

Age group 
2001 Census 
population 

2011 Census 
population 

Difference 
2011-2001 

% Difference 
2011-2001 

0 ‒ 4 19235 25400 6165 32% 

5 ‒ 9 18699 20400 1701 9% 

10 ‒ 14 18066 19000 934 5% 

15 ‒ 19 17868 18700 832 5% 

20 ‒ 24 22783 24600 1817 8% 

25 ‒ 29 30676 34000 3324 11% 

30 ‒ 34 29680 33600 3920 13% 

35 ‒ 39 26694 28400 1706 6% 

40 ‒ 44 21532 25500 3968 18% 

45 ‒ 49 18744 22900 4156 22% 

50 ‒ 54 17050 19000 1950 11% 

55 ‒ 59 13055 16600 3545 27% 

60 ‒ 64 12188 14200 2012 17% 

65 ‒ 69 10090 10400 310 3% 

70 ‒ 74 8169 9000 831 10% 

75 ‒ 79 7520 7300 -220 -3% 

80 ‒ 84 4668 4900 232 5% 

85 ‒ 89 2859 3000 141 5% 

90 and over 1371 1600 229 17% 

All 300,947 338,400 37453 12% 
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Figure 2 shows the proportion of pre-school children in London boroughs. It is clear that Ealing has 

one of the highest proportions of this age group – close to 8% of the total population (25,400 

children).  

 

This proportion has also grown substantially, by 32%, between 2001-2011 as shown by Figure 3 

on the next page.  

 

 

Figure 2: Preschool children in London boroughs as a percentage of total borough 

population  
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Census response rates 

 

 

Figure 3: Percentage population change in London boroughs 0-4 year olds 2001-2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 All London boroughs achieved higher response rates to the 2011 Census as compared to 

the one in 2001. The 2011 person response rates show significantly less variation than the 

rates in 2001. The boroughs with the greatest increase in response rates 2001-2011, in 

percentage points are:  

o City of London   18.76  

o Kensington & Chelsea  17.24  

o Tower Hamlets   15.15  

o Hackney    14.32  

o Islington    13.51  

o Ealing    8.2 
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 In anticipation of 2011 Census the ONS had produced an Hard to Count (HtC) index that 

evaluated how likely households within a specified area were to participate in the census. 

The HtC index comprised of factors such as housing tenure, location, householder age, 

ethnicity and family status. In addition to being useful to the ONS for allocating its field 

resources the index could also be used to anticipate where one might expect the published 

response rates to be lowest. Ealing’s overall HtC index was 4 – the second highest on a 

scale of 1-5. Taking this into account, as well as the third largest and a highly diverse 

population in London, Ealing’s response rates could be argued to be one of the highest in 

London.  

A substantial effort was put into local census operations in 2011 by the council’s teams 

(Policy and Performance, Marketing and Communications, Data and Information 

Management, amongst others) and partners, in order to ensure ONS field staff had the best 

possible local support available for the census to be able to enumerate as many residents 

as possible.  

 London boroughs’ person response rates in the national context are as below: 

o Havering was London’s best performing borough (163 out of 348 nationally)  

o 28 of London’s 33 boroughs featured in the bottom 25 per cent of local authorities in 

England & Wales  

o 19 London boroughs were in the lowest 10 per cent nationally  

o The bottom 11 places in the national rankings are taken by London Boroughs  

  

Figure 4: Comparison of 2001 and 2011 Census response rates: London 
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National headlines 

Census quality assurance 

Future data releases 

 

 

 

 On census night the population in England and Wales was 56.1 million, 53.0 million in 

England and 3.1 million in Wales. This was the largest the population had ever been. 

 The population of England and Wales grew by 3.7 million in the 10 years since the last 

census, rising from 52.4 million in 2001, an increase of 7.1 per cent. This was the largest 

growth in the population in England and Wales in any 10-year period since census taking 

began, in 1801. 

 The median age of the population in England and Wales was 39. For men, the median age 

was 38 and for women it was 40. In 1911, the median age was 25.  

 Overall, 10 of the 20 local and unitary authorities with the highest percentage growth were 

in London; this contributed to the fact that London as a whole showed the greatest growth 

across England and Wales, an increase of 851,000 people. 

 Tower Hamlets and Newham were the only local or unitary authorities to show growth of 

over 20 per cent, continuing previous growth.  Both grew by over 15 per cent between 1991 

and 2001, and both also grew between 1981 and 1991. 

 

 

 

 The ONS has released quality assurance information for the 2011 estimates. This includes 

actual census counts, confidence intervals, patient register and schools census figures, as 

well as lower and upper bound comparators to the 2011 census estimates.  

 The quality assurance information shows that for some population groups in Ealing the 

numbers on other databases, such as social security and revenue, are higher than those 

estimated through the Census. Although at this stage it is not possible to ascertain the 

relative accuracy of the Census versus local administrative datasets, it highlights the usual 

uncertainties around the complete accuracy of population counts in a diverse borough like 

Ealing.  

 

 

 

 ONS will release the 2011 Mid-year estimates in September 2012.  

 The 2011 census data will also form the basis of a revised round of population projections 

to be released by ONS around October 2012. 

 There will be three more rounds of 2011 census data releases. The second round will be 

released between November 2012 and February 2013. This will contain information on age 

structure, ethnic group, marital status, religion, economic activity, health and language, 
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Further information 

London Census Information Scheme 

among others. Data will also be available at lower levels – ward and output area – in the 

second release. 

 The third release, between March and June 2013, will contain multivariate statistics e.g.  

o Age by sex and resident type 

o Sex and age by ethnic group 

o Sex and age by economic activity 

o Sex and age by general health and provision of unpaid care 

o Country of birth by age and sex 

 The fourth and final release (July and October 2013) will contain statistics corresponding to 

the 2001 Census standard tables, standard and CAS theme tables and armed forces 

tables. 

 

 

 

 Ealing has subscribed to the GLA’s Census Information Scheme (CIS), a five year 

programme to provide 2011 census data and analysis to all London boroughs.  

 Ealing will receive all census information as well as London-wide analysis through the CIS.  

 The CIS will also provide training to Ealing staff on SASPAC, the official data-extraction tool 

for the census. 

 As part of the CIS Ealing will also be able to communicate any special data/ table needs, 

which are not available as standard census outputs, to the ONS.  

 

 

 

 Rajiv Ahlawat, ahlawatr@ealing.gov.uk, 020 8825 6380  

 ONS Census webpage at http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/population-

and-household-estimates-for-england-and-wales/stb-e-w.html  

 London datastore at http://data.london.gov.uk/census  
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