Brief notes of the workshops at the 

Southall 2026 consultation meeting 

held on September 24th 2009
There were three separate workshops with 20 participants in all.

Workshop A

Southall Gas Works (SGW)

· This is a major concern for Southall residents.

· Concerns expressed about contamination of the site

· Concerns expressed about increased traffic congestion as a result of development of the SGW site.

· Infrastructure needs to be a priority consideration with larger developments, especially in congested parts of the borough.

Density of new housing

· There is a worry that the density of new housing developments will impact on surrounding areas, adding to congestion and putting pressure on existing infrastructure and community services.

· Sub-regional policy (the London Plan) on new housing is influencing the extent of new housing targets.  LBE has managed to negotiate a lower target for new housing development, but is required to meet this target.  Failure to meet this target will damage LBE’s ability to control how, where and when housing development takes place.

Population forecasts

· The population in Ealing is predicted to rise to 309,000 by ?

· It is crucial that this is as accurate as possible as planning decisions are being based on this forecast.

· The PCT have recently carried out a major exercise removing duplication from GP lists, and have found 340,000 registered with a GP in Ealing, suggesting that the 309,000 forecast is an underestimate.

· If we are underestimating the population, this could have major implications for public funding in Ealing.

Transport

· We need to think more imaginatively about how to reduce car usage/reliance.

· Public transport infrastructure needs to be improved – esp. north-south links across the borough.

Community facilities
· Local people should be involved in deciding what is needed in their area.

· What will the cost be and who will pay for these facilities? 

· Is S106 funding being used effectively to meet borough-wide priorities?

· Can the LDF be used as a tool to influence developers?

· The Development Sites document provides constraints for developers.

Environmental sustainability

· Does the LDF tackle carbon emissions strongly enough?

· How environmentally friendly is it?

· Can air pollution targets be used to provide constraints on developments and developers? 

Workshop B

Gas Works

· Considerable concern was raised with regard to the issue of contamination, and whether it is possible to adequately and satisfactorily remediate the land.  

· The proposals in terms of vehicular access were considered to be unclear and unsatisfactory.  The road network within Southall has already reached capacity (South Road in particular) and is not able to cope with additional pressure.  In this regard it was emphasised that it was critical that the necessary infrastructure was in place before any development commences.  

Residential growth

· The proposed residential growth is not supported.  Density standards are too high, and the supporting infrastructure (including roads, utilities, health facilities, schools and open space) are not able to cope.  It was noted that the life expectancy in Southall is much lower than the borough average and this will be exacerbated by the proposed overdevelopment of Southall.  Lower density schemes would be supported.    

Transport

· Propose making the Broadway bus only.  The Glade Lane Special Opportunity site should be considered for a park and ride scheme, connecting Southall town centre. 
· Propose an extension of the tube network connecting Southall to Ealing Broadway.
· A local bus service connecting up smaller side and back streets, similar to the E10, should be provided in Southall.
· The Brentford rail line (currently only used for freight) should be put back into use.
Open Space

· Additional allotment provision is supported in Southall.  
Workshop C

Spatial Vision

· Southall is already too densely populated, why do we need to build more housing at the Gas Works site? Why does one third of proposed new development in Ealing have to be built in Southall?

Southall Gas Works

· How does the Southall Gas Works development benefit the community? 

· Cosmetic improvements are nice, but need something big to change things.

· There are too many restaurants, cafes and cares ( air quality has got really bad.

· Gas Works has contaminated land.

· We should build a university on the Gas Works site.

Infrastructure Delivery

· What does the community want?

1) More green spaces.

2) More opportunities for young people.

3) Less congestion.

4) More community centres (the council has already sold much of the community facilities without consulting the community).

5) To enhance the community that is already here.

6) Need to focus on the diverse community in Southall.

7) Community must be involved in all the decisions or it will be objected to.

8) Build large development in other parts of the borough (e.g. Walpole Park) and turn the Gas Works site into a park.

· We need to establish the infrastructure before building new housing.

· Need better north/south transport links, better links to hospital.

· Widening the bridge in Southall is not enough to ease the congestion, need to do more.

· Cycle routes need improving.

· Need to think about the next generation – community facilities need improving.

· Need to capture the tourism aspects of Southall.

Disclaimer:

The views and opinions expressed or implied at the public consultation meetings are those of taking part in the workshops and do not represent the views of the council.
