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	At the meeting the project team will

1. Give an update on progress to date since the start of the project – including which schools have been certified “asthma friendly” and scope of case load.

2. Elaborate on Stockport case where necessary to further explain context.

Take any comments/questions on current and future focus considering the board’s extensive knowledge of the local health economy.

	What is expected of this project?

· 98% of schools in Hillingdon now have an asthma policy in place, with hospital attendances falling by 55% over five years.  We plan to match this.

· We’re working to reduce the risk of similar events which led to the recent inquest into the death of an 11 year old in Stockport, who was left at secondary school in a corridor untreated and who later died in hospital.

Work with schools aims to make them more confident in managing asthma, and with general practice to improve knowledge and promotion of self care.


	What does this cover?

· A three year project led by NHS Ealing began in September 2009, working closely with school health teams and hospital teams; to tackle the currently high number of asthma related hospital attendances and admissions.

· Many of these can be prevented and patient knowledge improved through effective education and training, say leading charity Asthma UK.

· So they’ve part funded an asthma specialist nurse to:

a) Offer training to school staff at all levels and health care professionals (including practice nurses) on best practice and procedure, published national guidelines* and measures to improve control of condition (including medication types and how to use them properly, and for general practice, referring patients on to specialists).

b) Meet both patients and parents in the community to assess their reasons for attendance/admission and offer solutions to stimulate effective self management.

c) Encourage schools to become certified as “asthma friendly” by meeting agreed criteria for policy, procedure and training.

· National published guidelines from the British Thoracic Society (BTS) and National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE)

More details:

Clinical Lead

Debby Waddell – 07908 986282, email deborah.waddell@nhs.net 

Brief Biography – former Practice Nurse Manager in Northolt and children’s ward sister, with recognised asthma diploma qualification and schools asthma nurse on similar project in Hillingdon 2000-2004.

Project Manager

Russell Carpenter – 07908 986016, email  russell.carpenter@nhs.net
Brief Biography – four years previous project and service development experience in the NHS with London Ambulance Service and National Blood Service, together with background in public relations both private and public sector.


