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INTRODUCTION                      
 
The London Borough of Ealing has worked in partnership with Sport England’s Facilities 
Improvement Service to develop a comprehensive evidence base for indoor and outdoor 
sports facilities. The next stage involves applying that evidence base and the findings 
into a sports facilities strategy, which assesses the current and future need for the most 
popular indoor and outdoor sports facilities across Ealing.  
 
This strategy has developed the evidence base into an assessment of future need for a 
range of indoor and outdoor sports facility types. It sets out the need, scale and location 
for facilities to meet the current rate and frequency of sports participation and considers 
how the projected changes in the Ealing population up to 2021, based on the Borough’s 
own population projections, influences the projected need for sports facilities up to 2021 
and beyond. The strategy also considers how the demand for the two main types of 
sports facility; sports halls and swimming pools, changes when considered against the 
aging of the Ealing resident core population from 2010 to 2021 and beyond.     
 
 
Our vision is to:  
 
“Improve the quality of life for people living, going to school or working in Ealing by 
increasing opportunities for people of all ages and abilities to take part in both informal 
and formal sport and physical activity in a range of places across the borough”. 
 
Our key aims for this strategy are to: 
 

 Raise the profile of sport and physical activity and to promote an integrated approach 
to facility provision and through an annual action plan, establish the direction for 
projected facility developments and improvements throughout the period of the plan 

 Ensuring an improved quality of life by improving access to sport and active 
recreation facilities in Ealing 

 Develop an evidence base that provides a greater understanding of the current and 
future sports facility needs of Ealing residents, informing local policies and standards, 
safeguarding existing and future sports facilities, informing tariffs developed under 
the Community Infrastructure Levy and focussing future investment and decision 
making 

 Ensure new sports facilities are built to meet recognised quality standards in the right 
location and are accessible at the right price 

 Ensure new sports facilities built on school sites are available and accessible to the 
community at a reasonable price and with appropriate management systems in place 

 Create the environment for key organisations to work effectively together to improve 
existing and develop new sports facilities in Ealing 

 Bring additional resources into the borough to improve sports facilities and drive an 
increase in sport and physical activity participation  

 Work with a range of partners including those in the voluntary and commercial sector 
to secure funding to refurbish existing and/or build new sports facilities that meet 
today’s needs  

 Make resources go further by working alongside others who share the same sport 
facility development goals 
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Sports participation  
Sports facilities do not exist in isolation and therefore it is important to place the need for 
facility provision in the context and understanding of the profile of sports participation 
across the Borough. The most authoritative source of data is the annual Sport England 
Active People survey of adult participation in sport, which commenced in 2006.  The 
Active People Survey includes information on specific sports people take part in as well 
as why people do sport, whether they want to do more sport and the barriers to doing 
more sport.  
 
Sport England analysed the Active People Survey data as well as the data gathered 
from Sport England’s ‘Satisfaction with the quality of the sporting experience’ Survey, the 
Department of Culture, Media and Sport's Taking Part Survey and the Mosaic tool from 
Experian, to produce 19 market segments to help understand the nation’s sporting 
behaviours and attitudes. A pen portrait of each segment has been developed to 
highlight specific characteristics of people who fall into each segment. These are 
necessarily interpretive rather than comprehensive descriptions. 
 
The headline findings from the Active People survey for Ealing have been assessed to 
provide the profile of adult sports participation across Ealing  – which age groups, males 
and females participate most, where are they located across the borough and how does 
the profile of the most dominate participant groups compare with the sports facilities they 
are most likely to use. All this is essential context for understanding the current and 
future need for sports facility provision.   
 
 
Sports participation and sports facility provision in Ealing  
The provision of sports facilities is also required to achieve almost all sports 
development or sports participation objectives and therefore facility provision has to be 
considered in the context of the contribution it makes to changing and/ or increasing 
sports participation and widening access to sport.  
 
In order to consider the facility needs and develop the facility strategy, Ealing Council 
has developed the following 5 priority themes in its Sport and Physical Activity Strategy 
2013 – 2018: 
 

1. More people more active on a regular basis, particularly low participants target 
groups as identified in this and other strategic documents  

2. Improved awareness of the sport and active leisure opportunities available 
3. Ensure future sutainability of sport and leisure in Ealing through sports and 

physical activity networks, involving sports clubs and other delivery organisations 
4. Appropriate indoor and outdoor sport and recreation facilities in the right place 

and at the right price 
5. Champion the wider benefits of sport and being active 

 
 
Indoor sports provision assessment of need and spatial assessment  
Following on from the Ealing population and participation profile there is an extensive 
assessment of the supply and demand for swimming pools and sports halls.  The 
strategy focuses on these two types of facility because swimming pools and sports halls 
account for around 70% of the formal participation in sports buildings and account for the 
largest investment by local authorities. 
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In addition to the Facility Planning Model, Sport England has developed other planning 
tools to assess the need for indoor and outdoor sports facilities, known as Active Places 
Power (APP). APP is not as extensive in its data and assessment capabilities as the 
facilities planning model, which has been applied to swimming pools and sports halls. 
However it is a robust, rigorous, locally based special assessment tool, which applies 
Ealing data. 
 
APP has been applied to assess the need across Ealing for artificial grass pitches; all 
weather athletic tracks; Multi Use Games Areas (MUGA); bowling greens; golf courses; 
and netball courts facilities.  It is an extensive analysis of need for these seven facility 
types, which applies a consistent methodology for each facility type to assess: supply 
and demand (quantity) and an accessibility assessment. The assessment identifies a 
projected future need for each facility type by scale and sets a planning standard based 
on the projected changes in population and demand up to 2021. 
 
For some facility types the methodology also includes the application of Sport England’s 
Sports Facilities Calculator (SFC) which assesses the projected demand for some facility 
types based on the projected new housing growth and the projected capital costs for the 
demand identified by housing growth and the participation it creates.  
 
 
Outdoor sports facilities 
This section of the draft strategy is a review of the current outdoor sports facilities in 
Ealing.  This is based on an assessment of the Council’s existing Playing Fields and 
Outdoor Sports Assessment prepared in 2007, and takes into account comments 
previously made and in addition the use of various tools and other techniques not 
available at the time.  This strategy also incorporates population projections and 
estimates for the borough for 2021, together with updated information (where available) 
on the supply of pitches, courts and greens and on existing teams in the borough.  
 
 
Development planning policies and planning standards 

The information in this section covers swimming pools and sports halls and sets out 
some suggested planning polices for each facility type based on the supply and demand 
assessment and spatial analysis for each facility type up to 2021. This section also has a 
reasoned justification for the policies, which draws on the needs and evidence base. 
 
The final section on swimming pools and sports halls sets out a suggested planning 
standard and level of developer contributions based on this standard. The reason for 
setting out such an extensive assessment for swimming pools and sports halls is 
because these two facility types account for around 70% of the formal participation in 
sports buildings and account for the biggest investment by local authorities. 
 
 
Implementation, funding and delivery 
Ealing Council has outlined its proposals for future facility developments and associated 
timescales covering both indoor and outdoor facilities for both formal and informal use by 
individuals and groups of people.  It is not possible at this stage to give details about 
how these schemes will be funded as this is an ever changing, dynamic issue which will 
vary with each facility improvement project and the funding sources available at the time. 
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Review and monitoring 
This strategy has been produced to enable the development of sports facilities within the 
borough to be provided for in a planned and coordinated way that meets the needs of 
Ealing’s population and satisfies areas of greatest demand. 
  
It is proposed that a strategy steering group is established to review this strategy on an 
annual basis. The findings of this review will be reported to the Ealing CSPAN and to the 
Council.  Each review will compare achievements against priorities, taking account of 
changes in circumstances and potential new opportunities. An annual review will allow 
any slippage to be recognised and priorities re-timetabled accordingly. The review will 
also provide an updated facility audit of indoor and outdoor facilities and this information 
will be fed into the Active Places database.  
 
A comprehensive review of the strategy will need to be undertaken in 2014 to allow 
sufficient time for a subsequent strategy to be produced. 
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METHODOLOGY  
 
This strategy report has been undertaken using many of the strategic planning tools 
provided by Sport England, the tools listed below have been used in the creation of this 
draft strategy. 
 
 
Active Places Power (APP) 
The Active Places Power website has been developed to provide a planning tool for 
sports facilities.  It has been designed to assist in investment decisions across 
Government and to help local authorities carry out audits of their sports provision and 
develop local strategies. It will also help national governing bodies of sport in identifying 
and planning where they need to improve and invest in facilities for their participants.  
Active Places Power has a single database that holds information on sports facilities 
throughout England.  It includes local authority leisure facilities, as well as commercial 
and club sites.  
 
The site gives users enhanced capabilities for analysing the data on the system. These 
include standard reports, census data based thematics and a series of push-button 
analyses (based on the complex modelling functionality developed by the University of 
Edinburgh) designed to examine the catchments of existing and potential facilities.   The 
site includes tools for detailed analysis, including thematic maps, reports, advanced 
queries and strategic planning tools, all of which have been utilised in this study 
 
 
Sports Facilities Calculator (SFC)  

The SFC has been created by Sport England to help local authorities quantify how much 

additional demand for the key community sports facilities (swimming pools, sports halls 

and synthetic turf pitches), is generated by populations of new growth, development and 

regeneration areas.   It is designed to be used to estimate the facility needs of discrete 

populations, such as sports hall and swimming pool created by a new community of a 

residential development. 

Whilst the SFC can be used to estimate the swimming and sports hall needs for whole 

area populations, such as for a whole local authorities, there are dangers in how these 

figures are subsequently used at this level in matching it with current supply for strategic 

gap analysis.  The SFC does not take account of: 

 Facility location compared to demand  

 Capacity and availability of facilities - opening hours  

 Cross boundary movement of demand  

 Travel networks and topography  

 Attractiveness of facilities  

For these reasons total demand figure generated by the SFC should not simply be 

compared with facilities within the same area.  The SFC is therefore used in this study to 

give an overall indication of demand, but is only used in conjunction with other tools to 

assess the adequacy of existing provision, and highlight future needs. 
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Facilities Planning Model (FPM) 
The FPM is a computer model (developed and used on license from Edinburgh 
University), which helps to assess the strategic provision of community sports facilities. 
So far the work has concentrated on the major community sports facilities of sports halls, 
swimming pools and synthetic turf/artificial grass pitches. The outputs considered in this 
study are from Sport England’s National Facilities Audit Dataset as of May 2010. The 
level of participation is estimated using national participation rates and applying them to 
the number of people who live in the local area.  
 
The FPM has been developed as a means of: 

 Assessing requirements for different types of community sports facilities on a 
local, regional or national scale  

 Helping local authorities determine an adequate level of sports facility provision 
to meet their local needs  

 Testing ‘what if’’ scenarios in provision and changes in demand, this includes 
testing the impact of opening, relocating and closing facilities and the impact 
population changes would have on the needs of the sports facilities.  

 
In its simplest form the model seeks to assess whether the capacity of existing facilities 
for a particular sport are capable of meeting local demand for that sport taking into 
account how far people are prepared to travel to a facility.  In order to estimate the level 
of sports facility provision in an area, the model compares the number of facilities 
(supply), by the demand for that facility (demand) that the local population will produce. 
 
The model uses census information at output area level to help establish the profile of 
the population, including, age, gender, access to cars and Indices of Multiple Deprivation 
scores. These are all used in the model to estimate the potential and nature of demand 
for sports facilities.  The model uses the information on the road network (Integrated 
Transport Network) to estimate how people are prepared to travel.   This spatial 
interaction between demand and supply is essential in helping to understand whether 
the current supply of sports facilities are in the right place to meet the potential demand 
within your local area.  
 
An important feature of the FPM is that it is prescriptive and not predictive in that it does 
not provide precise estimates of the use of proposed facilities. Rather it prescribes an 
appropriate level of provision for any defined area in relation to demand and which 
reflects national expectations and policies.  Because the demand parameters are based 
on achieved levels of participation Sport England believes this level of provision 
represents good practice rather than some unattainable ideal. In other words the levels 
of use/demand/throughput visits are what could be produced based on what has been 
observed has happened at existing facilities.  
 

However, the FPM does not predict actual usage of facilities: this is determined by a 
range of factors, not least management and promotional policies, programming and the 
quality or attractiveness of the facility. Nonetheless, the FPM will generate broad 
estimates of potential throughput which may be useful when considering policy options.   
     
Sport England’s London wide Facility Planning Model analysis of swimming pools, sports 
hall and artificial grass pitch provision was commissioned for and used by the GLA as 
the evidence base for sport in the Mayor’s London Plan. 
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EALING OVERVIEW 
 
Ealing is located where the Thames Valley meets metropolitan London between the 
West End and Heathrow Airport.  Ealing is situated at the heart of six Greater London 
boroughs, collectively known as West London. It borders the Boroughs of Brent and 
Harrow in the north, the Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham in the east, Hounslow in the 
south and Hillingdon in the west.  
 
Geographically, Ealing covers 55 square kilometres (over 21 square miles); 1.4% of the 
total land area of London. Ealing is the 11th largest London borough in area. There are 
19 major open space areas in the borough - designated green belt or metropolitan open 
land areas - totalling 8.4 square kilometres of parks and green spaces; which is 15% of 
the total borough land. There are some ten miles of canals in the Borough as well as the 
rivers Brent and Crane and other smaller rivers and tributaries. There are also more than 
30 designated conservation areas. 
 
Ealing has seven distinct town centres, which developed from Saxon villages and 
settlements. Today these are known as: Ealing, Hanwell, Acton, Southall, Greenford, 
Perivale and Northolt.   
 
Ealing is the third largest London borough in terms of its population and is one of the 
most ethnically diverse communities in the country.  In 2010, local analysis confirmed 
that official demographic statistics underestimated Ealing’s population and the figure 
agreed was estimated at 323,000.  It was predicted that Ealing’s population would grow 
to 337,600 by 2021 and 347,000 by 2026.   
 
However, the recently released 2011 census data confirmed that Ealing’s population is 
now 339,000, a level which exceeds the 2021 figure forecast in 2010.  It must be noted 
that all the calculations in this strategy are based on the lower 2010 forecast figure which 
means that the increased population may produce a greater demand for facilities over 
and above those stated in the strategy. New homes are needed in Ealing to 
accommodate the borough’s projected increases in population. 
 
Ealing has a strong and dynamic economy and is the largest commercial borough in 
London with over 11,000 businesses and the third highest rate of VAT registrations in 
London.  More than 138,900 people work in the borough, including 33,204 who commute 
from outside the borough. 
 
Ealing boasts excellent transport links with London and the rest of the UK. Ealing has 
excellent accessibility to both the A4 and A40 corridors and is within 10 miles of 
Heathrow airport.  Five Crossrail stations are planned for opening in 2017, providing 
increased capacity and faster journey times into London and to Heathrow airport.  
Outside these corridors, accessibility reduces particularly on north – south routes. 
 
There will be significant change in Ealing over the next 16 years with major new 
opportunities and challenges that need to be planned for. The vision is to harness 
opportunities for growth and development and promote improvement in appropriate 
locations.  These locations are primarily along the Uxbridge Road/Crossrail and the 
A40/Park Royal corridors. 
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SPORTS PARTICIPATION IN EALING 
 
The Active People Survey is a survey of adults aged 16+ living in England and measures 
data against a range of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs).  The main purpose of the 
survey is to gather information on the type, duration and intensity of people's 
participation in sport and active recreation.  In addition it also captures information on 
volunteering, sports club membership, receiving tuition from an instructor or coach, 
participation in competitive sport and satisfaction with local sports provision. Ipsos MORI 
has undertaken the Active People Survey for the last five years. 
 
Active People 6 survey results 
Active People 6 headline statistics have just been published for the period ending 
October 2012. The table below shows that adult participation, measured as 3 x 30 
minutes of physical activity a week, has increased slightly in Ealing, but is still lower than 
in 2005/06. 
 
Adult participation in sport and active recreation (NI8)

% Base % Base % Base % Base
Percentage 

point change

Brent 18.2% 1,008        18.3% 1,994   15.9% 1,494   17.1% 1,012       -1.1% +/- 3.3%

Ealing 21.2% 1,037        20.3% 1,526   17.5% 1,001   18.2% 1,012       -3.0% +/- 3.4%

H&F 25.4% 1,000        27.7% 992      27.4% 983      24.9% 988          -0.5% +/- 3.8%

Harrow 18.9% 999          15.3% 1,497   18.9% 993      19.2% 989          0.3% +/- 3.5%

Hillingdon 20.8% 1,030        20.4% 999      16.2% 995      18.0% 981          -2.8% +/- 3.5%

Hounslow 19.7% 992          16.5% 1,001   18.6% 1,505   21.0% 1,493       1.3% +/- 3.2%

APS5/6 (Oct 2010 - 

Oct 2012)

Change between APS1 (Oct05-Oct 06) and APS5/6 

(Oct10-Oct12)

Significant

APS1 (Oct 2005 - Oct 

2006)

APS2/3 (Oct 2007 - 

Oct 2009)

APS4/5 (Oct 2009 - 

Oct 2011)

No change

Range

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

 
 
The table below indicates that there are still significant differences in activity levels, when 
comparing men and women in Ealing with women’s participation remaining lower than 
those of men, however, womens activity levels have risen over the last two years.  
Similarly, figures continue to reflect different participation rates between people from a 
white and non white ethnic background and between people with and without a limiting 
illness or long term disability.  Participation rates also vary depending on an individual’s 
socio economic classification, with those in the lowest category being the least active. 

 
Adult participation in sport and active recreation (NI8)

% Base % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base

Brent 20.1% 411 14.1% 601 24.4% 332 17.9% 360 6.3% 320 11.9% 134 17.7% 878

Ealing 20.2% 405 16.1% 607 21.4% 316 18.5% 382 13.0% 314 12.8% 130 18.8% 882

H&F 27.0% 383 22.8% 605 30.0% 304 24.3% 338 15.8% 346 18.3% 166 25.9% 822

Harrow 25.0% 417 13.7% 572 28.0% 269 15.7% 333 13.6% 387 6.0% 147 21.1% 842

Hillingdon 20.0% 373 16.1% 608 20.9% 235 20.2% 344 11.6% 402 6.3% 168 19.9% 813

Hounslow 27.4% 627 14.5% 866 29.4% 415 17.9% 549 12.2% 529 10.9% 247 22.6% 1,246

% Base % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base

Brent 18.2% 432 16.1% 580 21.8% 332 12.7% 82 16.0% 82 14.3% 291

Ealing 23.4% 601 13.0% 411 21.2% 390 23.1% 95 30.4% 74 10.2% 254

H&F 26.4% 725 21.2% 263 30.6% 413 14.4% 67 28.7% 74 18.0% 236

Harrow 23.6% 526 14.6% 463 21.9% 374 14.1% 89 19.7% 78 14.4% 234

Hillingdon 17.3% 732 19.4% 249 19.6% 378 15.5% 109 13.3% 58 19.9% 267

Hounslow 20.1% 972 22.3% 521 26.6% 523 19.0% 160 23.3% 84 13.7% 443

(alphabetical)

APS5/6 (October 2010 - October 2012)

APS5/6 (October 2010 - October 2012)

NON WHITEWHITE

ETHNIC GROUP NS SEC

NS SEC1,1.1,1.2,2 

Managerial and 

NS SEC3 Intermediate NS SEC4 Small 

employers / own 

NS SEC5,6,7,8 Lower 

supervisory/technical/ 

(alphabetical)
Gender Age Band Limiting illness or disability

FEMALE 16 to 34 35 to 54 55 + Yes NoMALES
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The following table shows the percentage of people in Ealing who do no physical activity 
and for those who are active, how many times they were active in the last 28 days prior 
to the survey. As you can see, 51.4% of people in Ealing stated they do no physical 
activity, whilst 30.5% indicated that they had been physically active 1 to 11 days, 8.6% 
between 12 and 19 days and 9.6% between 20 and 28 days. 
 

Adult participation in sport and active recreation (NI8)

None 1 to 11 days
12 to 19 

days

20 to 28 

days
Base

Brent 58.1% 24.9% 7.3% 9.7% 1,012

Ealing 51.4% 30.5% 8.6% 9.6% 1,012

H&F 40.9% 34.2% 13.3% 11.6% 988

Harrow 50.5% 30.3% 10.1% 9.2% 989

Hillingdon 55.0% 27.0% 9.4% 8.6% 981

Hounslow 51.7% 27.3% 11.3% 9.7% 1,493

(alphabetical)

APS5/6 (October 2010 - October 2012)

Number of days participation in the last 28 days

 
 
The table below shows the percentage of people who indicated that they had 
participated in physical activity once a week.  This is Sport England’s new sports 
participation indicator and will be used for the foreseeable future to measure changes in 
the nation’s physical activity levels.   
 

Area name % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base

Brent 28.3% 1,015        31.9% 1,008   31.9% 1,018   32.4% 1,006       24.7% 507     31.2% 520      

Ealing 35.7% 1,047        36.2% 1,022   36.1% 517      32.5% 515          27.9% 502     37.1% 524      

H&F 41.8% 1,009        41.6% 510      45.8% 501      43.4% 505          43.8% 500     44.5% 501      

Harrow 31.8% 1,006        29.0% 512      31.4% 1,007   33.1% 507          34.2% 500     33.6% 499      

Hillingdon 34.7% 1,034        34.9% 501      38.5% 512      32.7% 506          28.7% 499     32.2% 491      

Hounslow 33.1% 1,005        32.5% 503      35.6% 507      31.5% 527          34.1% 1,004  37.8% 516      

London West 34.00% 6116 34.20% 4056 36.20% 4062 33.80% 3566 31.40% 3512 35.70% 3051

LONDON 35.0% 32,750 35.9% 18,737 36.7% 19,625 35.6% 17,977 35.4% 16,642 36.5% 16,365

National 34.2% 363,724 35.8% 191,324 35.7% 193,947 35.3% 188,354 34.8% 166,805 36.0% 163,420

No change

Increase

Increase

APS2 (Oct 2007-

Oct 2008)

APS3 (Oct 2008-Oct 

2009)

APS4 (Oct 2009-Oct 

2010)

APS5 (Oct 2010 - 

Oct 2011)

1 session a week (at least 4 sessions of at least moderate intensity for at least 30 minutes in the previous 28 days)*

APS1 (Oct 2005-Oct 

2006)

No change

No change

No change

Statistically 

significant change 

from APS 1

No change

No change

No change

APS6 (Oct 2011 - Oct 2012)

 
 
Sport England’s 1x30 Indicator: The sports participation indicator measures the number 
of adults participating in at least 30 minutes of sport at moderate intensity at least once a 
week.  
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Active People 1 to 5 detailed survey results  
 
The map of London below, shows the percentage of the adult population (age 16 years 
and over) in a local area who participate in sport and active recreation, at moderate 
intensity, for at least 30 minutes on at least 12 days out of the last 4 weeks (equivalent to 
30 minutes on 3 or more days a week). Ealing has similar participation rates to the 
majority of West London boroughs and outlying north and east London boroughs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The map below shows the spatial representation of the levels of sports participation 
across Ealing, measured by the number of adults participating in 3 x 30 minutes of 
moderate physical activity per week, based on APS3 and 4 estimates.   
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The combined Active People Survey 4 and 5 results show that Ealing’s physical activity 
participation rate has decreased since 2005/06.  The latest survey also indicates that the 
top 5 participation sports in Ealing defined as once per month regardless of duration or 
intensity are Gym, Swimming (defined as all pool based swimming), Cycling, Athletics 
and Football.  In Ealing, 62.7% of adults wish to do more sport and swimming is the 
sport most people want to do. 
 
The table below shows that participation rates are lower now than in 2005/06 in nearly 
all measured categories.  There has been a slight increase in those people doing a little 
exercise (1-3 days during the last 4 weeks) and those doing 30 minutes exercise a week 
(4-7 days during the last 4 weeks).  However, there has been an increase in the number 
of people doing no exercise (0 days during the last 4 weeks).  Broadly speaking the 
figures show that men participate more often than women across every category, 
currently 62% of females in Ealing do no exercise, an increase of nearly 10% since 
2005/06, compared to an increase of just over 1% in the male population.  
 

 
The table below shows the changes in participation rates by ethnicity since 2005/06.  
There has been a 6.1% increase in the percentage of the non-white population in Ealing 
doing no exercise, compared to a 0.1% increase in the white population.  The figures 
show changes across all categories; however the most significant drop is in the non-
white population 3 x 30 minutes per week measure where participation falls by 5.5%.   
 

Adult (16+) Participation in Sport & Active Recreation (formerly NI8) by year, frequency and gender

All Male Female All Male Female All Male Female

2005/06 49.3% 46.3% 52.4% 49.1% 44.3% 53.8% 50.0% 45.1% 54.6%

2009/11 53.6% 45.5% 62.0% 47.9% 40.9% 54.6% 48.2% 42.2% 54.0%

2005/06 10.1% 11.1% 9.1% 9.4% 10.1% 8.7% 8.8% 9.5% 8.1%

2009/11 10.7% 13.2% 8.2% 9.8% 10.8% 8.9% 9.1% 9.9% 8.4%

2005/06 10.7% 11.3% 10.2% 12.2% 13.3% 11.2% 12.0% 12.8% 11.3%

2009/11 11.2% 12.8% 9.6% 13.1% 14.7% 11.6% 12.4% 13.5% 11.4%

2005/06 8.7% 9.5% 7.9% 7.8% 8.3% 7.2% 8.0% 8.7% 7.3%

2009/11 6.9% 6.8% 7.1% 9.0% 10.1% 7.9% 8.3% 9.3% 7.4%

2005/06 10.5% 10.1% 11.0% 9.8% 11.0% 8.6% 9.6% 10.9% 8.4%

2009/11 8.8% 9.2% 8.3% 10.2% 11.5% 9.0% 10.6% 12.1% 9.2%

2005/06 21.1% 21.9% 20.3% 21.5% 23.9% 19.1% 21.3% 24.0% 18.7%

2009/11 17.5% 21.8% 13.1% 20.2% 23.5% 16.9% 21.9% 25.2% 18.9%

2005/06 10.6% 11.9% 9.3% 11.7% 13.0% 10.5% 11.7% 13.1% 10.3%

2009/11 8.8% 12.6% * 9.9% 12.1% 7.9% 11.3% 13.1% 9.7%

Source: Active People Survey, Year: 2005/06 (APS1), 2009/11 (APS4/5) or 2010/11 (APS5) if LA sample is boosted, Measure: Adult participation 

Ealing
Year

0 days / 0x30

8-11 days / 

2x30

1-3 days

Indicator

12+ days / 

3x30 - NI8

20+ days / 

5x30

4-7 days / 

1x30

12-19 days / 

3x30

London England
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The next table illustrates the difference in participation rates between those with and 
those without a limiting disability.  Overall the figures show that those with a limiting 
disability take part in significantly less exercise than those without a limiting disability, 
currently 71.7% compared to 51.4%.  The figures also show that more people in Ealing 
with a limiting disability are doing no exercise, an increase of 2.5%, compared to a rise of 
4.7% amongst those people without a limiting disability.  Please note, an asterisk 
appears in the following tables where the sample size is too small for a certain 
breakdown. 
 

 
The table below illustrates the difference in participation rates by age band and socio 
economic class.  The figures show that there are fewer people aged 16 – 25 years doing 
no exercise and in this age group there is a significant increase in the number of people 
doing at least 3 x 30 minutes exercise a week.  In the 55 years plus age band, there is a 
5.3% decrease in the percentage of inactive people, so more older people are doing 
more exercise, although there are no detailed figures showing the frequency of 
participation.  The 26 – 34 years age band shows a rise of just fewer than 20% in the 
inactivity levels over this period and the 35 – 54 years age band shows a 5.5% increase 
in those who are inactive, although there has been an increase in the percentage of 
people in this age group doing a little exercise. 
 

Adult (16+) Participation in Sport & Active Recreation (formerly NI8) by year, frequency and ethnicity

All White Non white All White Non white All White Non white

2005/06 49.3% 47.4% 52.3% 49.1% 47.0% 55.0% 50.0% 49.6% 54.3%

2009/11 53.6% 47.5% 58.4% 47.9% 44.4% 53.6% 48.2% 47.6% 51.8%

2005/06 10.1% 10.7% 9.1% 9.4% 9.4% 9.5% 8.8% 8.8% 9.0%

2009/11 10.7% 10.6% 11.5% 9.8% 9.9% 9.7% 9.1% 9.1% 9.7%

2005/06 10.7% 11.7% 9.1% 12.2% 12.6% 11.3% 12.0% 12.1% 11.2%

2009/11 11.2% 12.4% 9.9% 13.1% 14.0% 11.7% 12.4% 12.5% 12.0%

2005/06 8.7% 8.9% 8.3% 7.8% 8.3% 6.2% 8.0% 8.1% 6.8%

2009/11 6.9% 6.8% 7.1% 9.0% 9.8% 7.8% 8.3% 8.4% 7.7%

2005/06 10.5% 9.6% 12.1% 9.8% 10.2% 8.6% 9.6% 9.6% 9.0%

2009/11 8.8% 11.3% 6.6% 10.2% 11.1% 8.7% 10.6% 10.8% 9.7%

2005/06 21.1% 21.3% 21.2% 21.5% 22.7% 18.1% 21.3% 21.5% 18.7%

2009/11 17.5% 22.7% 13.1% 20.2% 21.9% 17.2% 21.9% 22.4% 18.8%

2005/06 10.6% 11.7% 8.8% 11.7% 12.5% 9.4% 11.7% 11.9% 9.7%

2009/11 8.8% 11.4% 6.5% 9.9% 10.8% 8.5% 11.3% 11.7% 9.1%

Source: Active People Survey, Year: 2005/06 (APS1), 2009/11 (APS4/5) or 2010/11 (APS5) if LA sample is boosted, Measure: Adult participation 

1-3 days

12-19 days / 

3x30

YearIndicator

20+ days / 

5x30

0 days / 0x30

12+ days / 

3x30 - NI8

8-11 days / 

2x30

4-7 days / 

1x30

Ealing London England

Adult (16+) Participation in Sport & Active Recreation (formerly NI8) by year, frequency and disability

All
Limiting 

disability

No limiting 

disability
All

Limiting 

disability

No limiting 

disability
All

Limiting 

disability

No limiting 

disability

2005/06 49.3% 69.2% 46.7% 49.1% 76.1% 45.1% 50.0% 75.7% 45.1%

2009/11 53.6% 71.7% 51.4% 47.9% 72.3% 44.3% 48.2% 73.0% 43.6%

2005/06 10.1% * 10.4% 9.4% 4.8% 10.1% 8.8% 5.4% 9.4%

2009/11 10.7% * 11.3% 9.8% 6.2% 10.4% 9.1% 5.8% 9.7%

2005/06 10.7% * 11.8% 12.2% 6.4% 13.1% 12.0% 6.2% 13.1%

2009/11 11.2% * 11.2% 13.1% 7.3% 14.0% 12.4% 6.9% 13.4%

2005/06 8.7% * 8.6% 7.8% 3.5% 8.4% 8.0% 3.7% 8.7%

2009/11 6.9% * 7.7% 9.0% 4.7% 9.6% 8.3% 4.3% 9.1%

2005/06 10.5% * 11.5% 9.8% 3.9% 10.6% 9.6% 3.9% 10.6%

2009/11 8.8% * 9.1% 10.2% 3.9% 11.1% 10.6% 4.9% 11.6%

2005/06 21.1% * 22.4% 21.5% 9.2% 23.3% 21.3% 9.0% 23.6%

2009/11 17.5% * 18.5% 20.2% 9.4% 21.7% 21.9% 10.1% 24.1%

2005/06 10.6% * 10.9% 11.7% 5.3% 12.6% 11.7% 5.1% 12.9%

2009/11 8.8% * 9.3% 9.9% 5.5% 10.6% 11.3% 5.2% 12.5%

Source: Active People Survey, Year: 2005/06 (APS1), 2009/11 (APS4/5) or 2010/11 (APS5) if LA sample is boosted, Measure: Adult participation 

1-3 days

20+ days / 

5x30

Ealing

12-19 days / 

3x30
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England

0 days / 0x30
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The table shows that there has been an increase in the number of inactive people 
across all socio economic classes, except for the NS SEC 4 category, which shows a 
6.5% decrease in the percentage of those who are inactive. The NS SEC 5-8 class 
shows a 5.9% increase in those who are inactive and the NS SEC 1-2 class shows a 
4.7% increase in inactivity.  
 

 
The Active People Survey also measures five other key performance Indicators.  The 
table below shows results from the last four Active People Surveys. 
 

 
The results listed in the following tables show the trend across all five of the Active 
People Surveys, for all 6 of the West London Boroughs.  The tables highlight whether 
there has been a statistically significant change from AP2 to AP5. A statistically 
significant change is indicated by 'increase' or 'decrease' and this means that Sport 
England is 95% certain that there has been a real change i.e. an increase or decrease.   
Where there has been no statistically significant change this is indicated by ‘No change’.  
 
 

Adult (16+) Participation in Sport & Active Recreation (formerly NI8) by year, frequency, age band and socio-economic class

All 16-25 26-34 35-54 55+ NS SEC 1-2 NS SEC 3 NS SEC 4 NS SEC 5-8

2005/06 49.3% 32.6% 41.3% 44.6% 74.1% 38.6% 56.0% 51.5% 63.4%

2009/11 53.6% 29.2% 60.5% 50.1% 68.8% 43.3% 57.8% 45.0% 69.3%

2005/06 10.1% * * 10.5% * 11.5% * * *

2009/11 10.7% * * 14.0% * 14.3% * * 10.8%

2005/06 10.7% 20.8% 12.9% 10.0% * 13.1% * * *

2009/11 11.2% * * 11.2% * 15.0% * * *

2005/06 8.7% * * 9.7% * 10.2% * * *

2009/11 6.9% * * * * * * * *

2005/06 10.5% * * 11.4% * 13.3% * * *

2009/11 8.8% 18.9% * 8.3% * 11.5% * * *

2005/06 21.1% 25.0% 22.9% 25.5% * 26.6% * * 14.5%

2009/11 17.5% 33.7% * 17.7% * 21.0% * * 10.3%

2005/06 10.6% * * 14.1% * 13.3% * * *

2009/11 8.8% * * 9.4% * 9.5% * * *

Source: Active People Survey, Year: 2005/06 (APS1), 2009/11 (APS4/5) or 2010/11 (APS5) if LA sample is boosted, Measure: Adult participation 

Ealing

8-11 days / 

2x30

20+ days / 

5x30

Indicator

0 days / 0x30

Year

12-19 days / 

3x30

12+ days / 

3x30 - NI8

1-3 days

4-7 days / 

1x30

Key Performance Indicators (KPI)

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11

3.4% 3.9% 1.2% * 3.8% 3.3% 2.8% 5.3%

24.0% 25.8% 21.5% 17.7% 25.3% 24.9% 24.0% 22.6%

17.7% 16.2% 17.7% 15.8% 19.7% 19.1% 18.9% 16.9%

10.5% 11.7% 9.2% 9.7% 12.4% 13.0% 12.6% 12.3%

56.4% 64.0% 62.7% N/A 61.8% 63.9% 64.5% N/A

* - Measure changed in APS5, for more information please click the link below

Source: Active People Survey , Year: 2007/08-2010/11, Measure: Key Performance Indicators 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

LondonEaling

KPI6 - Satisfaction with 

local provision

Indicator

KPI3 - Club Membership in 

the last 4 weeks

KPI2 * - Volunteering at 

least one hour a week

KPI5 - Took part in 

organised competition in 

last 12 months

KPI4 - Received tuition / 

coaching in last 12 mths
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KPI 1 Participation is defined as taking part in moderate intensity sport and active 
recreation on at least 3 days a week for at least 30 minutes continuously in any one 
session (at least 12 days in the last 4 weeks). Participation includes recreational walking 
and cycling. The data only covers AP4 and as such shows that Ealing has not 
experienced a significant change but participation rates are falling.  
 

Local Authority % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base

Statistically 

significant change 

from APS 2

Brent 18.0% 1,008        19.5% 1,000           15.8% 994 16.2% 994 N/a N/a N/a

Ealing 21.2% 1,037        20.0% 1,015           19.7% 511 18.8% 508 N/a N/a N/a

Hammersmith & Fulham 25.4% 1,000        27.0% 499              28.8% 493 28.3% 492 N/a N/a N/a

Harrow 18.6% 999           13.3% 506              15.9% 991 18.0% 498 N/a N/a N/a

Hillingdon 20.6% 1,030        20.7% 495              18.9% 504 16.7% 503 N/a N/a N/a

Hounslow 19.7% 992           15.1% 500              18.0% 501 16.3% 519 N/a N/a N/a

London West 20.5% 6,066        19.2% 4,015           19.2% 3,994 18.6% 3,514           N/a N/a N/a

LONDON 21.3% 32,452 20.2% 18,521 21.2% 19,360 20.2% 17,741         N/a N/a N/a

England 21.00% 360,827    21.3% 189,366 21.6% 191,677 21.8% 186,461 N/a N/a N/a

APS5 (Oct 2010-Oct 2011)KPI1 - Participation APS1 (Oct 2005-Oct 

2006)

APS2 (Oct 2007-Oct 

2008)

APS3 (Oct 2008-Oct 2009) APS4 (Oct 2009-Oct 

2010)

 
 
 
KPI 2 Volunteering is defined as volunteering to support sport for at least one hour a 
week. The data shows that Ealing has experienced a significant decrease from AP1 to 
AP4, along with West London and London, although Ealing’s decline is more significant. 
AP5 figures reflect a change in measurement, which incorporated a wider definition of 
volunteering in sport and should therefore; comparisons should not be made with 
previous years.  
 
 

Local Authority % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base

Statistically 

significant change 

from APS 2

Brent 2.7% 1,015        4.0% 1,007           2.6% 1,017             2.6% 1,004           5.9% 506        No change

Ealing 4.1% 1,047        3.4% 1,021           3.9% 517                1.2% 515              4.4% 502        No change

Hammersmith & Fulham 3.1% 1,008        2.4% 510              2.5% 501                0.9% 505              5.4% 500        Increase

Harrow 4.1% 1,004        4.2% 512              3.4% 1,007             2.4% 507              7.5% 500        Increase

Hillingdon 4.8% 1,032        5.3% 501              4.6% 512                4.6% 506              4.5% 499        No change

Hounslow 3.7% 1,005        4.6% 503              2.9% 507                2.1% 527              8.3% 1,003     Increase

London West 3.8% 6,111        4.0% 4,054           3.3% 4,061 2.3% 3,564 5.9% 3,510 Increase

LONDON 3.5% 32,714 3.8% 18,727 3.3% 19,618 2.8% 17,962         5.3% 16,602   Increase*

England 4.7% 363,378    4.9% 191,211 4.7% 193,851 4.5% 188,236 7.3% 166,277 Increase*

* Please note that at the start of APS5 the volunteering question was changed to incorporate a wider definition of sport volunteering, therefore comparisons to previous years 

data should not be made. Whilst there has been a statistically significant increase in volunteering, this is likely to be due to the change in the way volunteering is 

described in the question.

For information on the updated volunteering question, click here.

KPI2 - Volunteering APS5 (Oct 2010-Oct 2011)APS4 (Oct 2009-Oct 

2010)

APS3 (Oct 2008-Oct 2009)APS1 (Oct 2005-Oct 

2006)

APS2 (Oct 2007-Oct 

2008)

 
 
 
KPI 3 Club Membership is defined as being a member of a club particularly so that you 
can participate in sport or recreational activity in the last 4 weeks.  The data shows that 
Ealing has experienced a significant decrease in this area, as has West London, London 
and England.  
 
KPI 3 - Club Membership

Local Authority % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base

Statistically 

significant change 

from APS 2

Brent 20.5% 1,015        20.6% 1,007           18.0% 1,012             18.3% 987              15.1% 492        Decrease

Ealing 26.4% 1,047        24.0% 1,021           25.8% 517                21.4% 504              17.7% 492        Decrease

Hammersmith & Fulham 34.0% 1,008        31.7% 510              33.2% 499                28.8% 498              28.8% 489        No change

Harrow 24.8% 1,006        21.7% 512              22.6% 1,003             21.2% 497              20.2% 487        No change

Hillingdon 27.0% 1,034        23.5% 501              25.8% 510                21.0% 494              21.4% 483        No change

Hounslow 23.4% 1,005        22.3% 503              19.9% 505                22.1% 521              20.6% 988        No change

London West 25.7% 6,115        23.6% 4,054           23.9% 4,046 21.8% 3,501 20.1% 3,431 Decrease

LONDON 26.2% 32,746 25.3% 18,728 24.9% 19,524 24.0% 17,708         22.6% 16,282   Decrease

England 25.1% 191,289    24.7% 191,289 24.1% 193,042 23.9% 185,772 23.3% 162,566 Decrease

APS5 (Oct 2010-Oct 2011)APS4 (Oct 2009-Oct 

2010)

APS3 (Oct 2008-Oct 2009)APS1 (Oct 2005-Oct 

2006)

APS2 (Oct 2007-Oct 

2008)
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KPI 4 Receiving tuition is defined as having received tuition from an instructor or coach 
to improve your performance in any sport or recreational activity in the last 12 months.  
The data shows that Ealing has not experienced a significant change.  The data shows 
that Ealing has not experienced a significant change, although West London, London 
and England have experienced a significant decrease in this area. 
 
KPI 4 - Tuition

Local Authority % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base

Statistically 

significant change 

from APS 2

Brent 13.4% 1,014        15.9% 1,007           13.8% 1,011             14.2% 986              14.2% 490        No change

Ealing 19.1% 1,046        17.7% 1,020           16.2% 516                17.7% 504              15.8% 491        No change

Hammersmith & Fulham 25.0% 1,009        26.1% 510              26.9% 500                25.8% 498              23.8% 486        No change

Harrow 19.2% 1,006        15.6% 512              15.7% 1,002             13.8% 496              13.6% 487        No change

Hillingdon 17.8% 1,033        18.1% 501              23.5% 509                15.3% 494              9.3% 481        Decrease

Hounslow 19.0% 1,004        17.3% 503              17.1% 506                16.8% 521              14.9% 987        No change

London West 18.6% 6,112        18.1% 4,053           18.4% 4,044 16.9% 3,499 14.9% 3,422 Decrease

LONDON 19.2% 32,723 19.7% 18,721 19.1% 19,511 18.9% 17,691         16.9% 16,245   Decrease

England 18.0% 191,251    18.1% 191,251 17.5% 192,945 17.5% 185,536 16.2% 162,262 Decrease

APS1 (Oct 2005-Oct 

2006)

APS2 (Oct 2007-Oct 

2008)

APS3 (Oct 2008-Oct 2009) APS4 (Oct 2009-Oct 

2010)

APS5 (Oct 2010-Oct 2011)

 
 
 
KPI 5 Organised Competition is defined as having taken part in any organised 
competition in any sport or recreational activity in the last 12 months.  The data shows 
that Ealing has not experienced a significant change, a trend that is reflected for West 
London and London although England has seen a significant decrease.    
 
KPI 5 - Organised competition

Local Authority % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base

Statistically 

significant change 

from APS 2

Brent 10.3% 1,015        12.1% 1,007           8.8% 1,010             10.0% 984              8.7% 488        Decrease

Ealing 13.4% 1,047        10.5% 1,021           11.7% 517                9.2% 504              9.7% 490        No change

Hammersmith & Fulham 14.2% 1,009        16.5% 510              16.1% 499                13.6% 497              16.9% 484        No change

Harrow 12.7% 1,006        9.4% 512              11.6% 1,002             8.6% 497              11.4% 485        No change

Hillingdon 14.2% 1,033        11.9% 501              13.9% 508                14.7% 494              9.2% 481        No change

Hounslow 12.6% 1,005        11.9% 503              9.2% 505                9.7% 521              11.6% 984        No change

London West 12.9% 6,115        11.8% 4,054           11.7% 4,041 10.8% 3,497 10.8% 3,412 No change

LONDON 13.1% 32,743 12.4% 18,724 13.0% 19,508 12.6% 17,670         12.3% 16214 No change

England 15.0% 191,273    14.6% 191,273 14.4% 192,909 14.4% 185,400 14.3% 162,063 Decrease

APS1 (Oct 2005-Oct 

2006)

APS2 (Oct 2007-Oct 

2008)

APS3 (Oct 2008-Oct 2009) APS4 (Oct 2009-Oct 

2010)

APS5 (Oct 2010-Oct 2011)

 
 
 
Organised sport is defined as the percentage of adults who have done at least one of 
the following: received tuition in the last 12 months, taken part in organised competition 
in the last 12 months or been a member of a club to play sport.  This measure combines 
the data for KPI’s 3, 4 and 5.  The data shows that Ealing has experienced a significant 
decrease, as has West London, London and England. 
 
Organised sport

Local Authority % Base % Base % Base % Base % Base

Statistically 

significant change 

from APS 2

Brent 30.9% 1,015        33.6% 1,008           29.1% 1,010             29.5% 986              28.7% 490        No change

Ealing 37.6% 1,047        34.2% 1,022           36.9% 517                32.0% 504              29.2% 491        Decrease

Hammersmith & Fulham 47.2% 1,009        46.5% 510              46.4% 500                46.1% 497              42.2% 488        No change

Harrow 37.8% 1,006        32.2% 512              33.8% 1,003             30.2% 497              29.6% 488        No change

Hillingdon 37.2% 1,034        34.6% 501              39.5% 508                33.1% 494              29.7% 483        No change

Hounslow 35.8% 1,005        33.9% 503              31.0% 505                33.2% 521              31.3% 984        No change

London West 37.3% 6,116 35.4% 4,056 35.7% 4,043 33.4% 3,499 31.2% 3,424 Decrease

LONDON 38.4% 32,750 38.1% 18,737         38.0% 19,516 37.1% 17,686         35.1% 16,242   Decrease

England n/a n/a 37.0% 191,324 36.1% 192,704 36.3% 185,490 35.5% 162,195 Decrease

APS1 (Oct 2005-Oct 

2006)

APS2 (Oct 2007-Oct 

2008)

APS3 (Oct 2008-Oct 2009) APS4 (Oct 2009-Oct 

2010)

APS5 (Oct 2010-Oct 2011)
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KPI 6 Satisfaction is the percentage of adults who are very or fairly satisfied with sports 
provision in their local area. The data is only available for AP1 to AP4 and shows that 
Ealing has experienced a significant increase during this time during this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Active People Survey does not establish the reasons for these results, however, 
Ealing’s declining trend in levels of participation, volunteering, club membership, tuition 
and competition is similar to the trends being experienced by West London and London 
as a whole.  Contributing factors could include one or more of the following; the 
downturn in the current economic climate impacting upon people’s ability to pay for sport 
and recreation, increasingly busy lifestyles resulting in people having less time to 
participate in sport, the lack of facilities available, pressures of day to day family life, 
public transport availability and the effectiveness of advertising campaigns. The increase 
in satisfaction levels in 2010 can most likely be attributed to the opening in January 2010 
of the new £15 million Northolt Leisure Centre, a state of the art facility which replaced 
Northolt Swimarama after an eighteen month closure period. 
 
Through targeted campaigns at sports centres and in the local community Ealing Council 
hopes to reverse this trend over the next 10 years. 
 
 

KPI 6 - Satisfaction % Base % Base % Base % Base

Statistically 

significant change 

from APS 2

Brent 52.7% 760 60.1% 839       59.6% 805 59.5% 817 No Change

Ealing 61.3% 836 56.4% 863       64.0% 437 62.7% 435 Increase

Hammersmith & Fulham 64.2% 810 58.4% 437       63.3% 417 64.7% 413 No Change

Harrow 67.1% 795 59.3% 420       59.5% 819 59.1% 419 No Change

Hillingdon 64.9% 827 56.5% 403       58.5% 437 63.6% 424 Increase

Hounslow 66.5% 805 60.4% 422       60.7% 426 65.6% 432 No Change

London West 62.5% 4,833     58.4% 3,384     61.0% 3,341 62.4% 2,940 Increase

London 66.1% 26,232 61.8% 15,895 63.9% 16,548 64.5% 14,917    Increase

England 37.0% 191,324 36.1% 192,704 36.3% 185,490 36.1% 175,377 Decrease

APS4 (Oct 2009-Oct 2010)
APS1 (Oct 2005-Oct 

2006)

APS2 (Oct 2007-

Oct 2008)

APS3 (Oct 2008-

Oct 2009)
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ANALYSIS OF POTENTIAL FUTURE SPORTS PARTICIPATION IN EALING   
 
Sport England’s market segmentation analysis provides information on specific sports 
people take part in as well as why people do sport, whether they want to do more sport 
and the barriers to doing more sport.  In addition, the individual segments provide 
information on media consumption and communication channels, social capital, health 
indicators including obesity and engagement in the wider cultural sphere.  Further 
information on the market segments, including detailed 'pen portraits' for each of the 19 
segments, is available at the Sport England website. 
 
The power of these sporting segments lies not only in their ability to help us better 
understand the characteristics of our potential market but also to explore the market 
base at differing geographic levels. It is possible to analyse the market in a particular 
street, community, local authority or regions. Each segment has been assigned a name, 
which reflects the most popular first names for the group nationwide. Market 
segmentation allows us to develop a more sophisticated, tailored approach to delivering 
services.   

The chart below shows the number of people in each segment living in Ealing.  The four 
most dominant segments are all male, with Tim the most dominant segment in Ealing, 
closely followed by Jamie, Ben and Kev.  Chloe is the most dominant female segment 
closely followed by Helena, Leanne and Brenda.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following table provides a summary of the information known about each market 
segment from the research commissioned by Sport England. 

 

 

http://www.sportengland.org/index/get_resources/research/se_market_segmentation.htm
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The chart below shows the proportion of each of the nineteen segments in Ealing (the 
blue bars) set against the regional (the red bars), Pro Active West London Boroughs (the 
yellow bars) and national average (the green dots).  Ealing’s segment distribution is the 
opposite to that of England, but has similarities with West London and London.  Ealing 
has a far greater proportion of Tim, Ben, Jamie, Kev, Chloe, Leanne and Helena 
compared to England, London and West London and far fewer of Philip, Elaine, Roger 
and Joy, Ralph and Phyllis, Frank, Elsie and Arnold.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Details of all the segments are shown in the table below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The map below shows Ealing’s dominant market segments by population. Each coloured 
area indicates which of the segments is the most dominant in that particular area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The table below summarises which sports each of the 19 segments are most likely to 
take part in. 
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The yellow areas highlighting where Tim is the dominant segment are very evident in the 
central and south east area of the borough around Ealing town centre and smaller areas 
in Greenford and Northolt. The bright pink areas highlighting where Jamie is the 
dominant segment are located around the edges of the borough particularly on the 
western edge around Southall and Northolt and North Acton.   
 
The light green areas highlight where Kev is most dominant, these areas almost cover 
the Northolt area, large parts of Greenford and the eastern edge of Southall. The light 
pink areas show where Ben is the most dominant segment; these areas are mostly along 
the southern edge of the borough, Central Ealing and South Acton.  The small areas 
where Chloe is the most dominant segment are around Central Ealing and the one small 
area where Hannah is the most dominant is in Northolt. 
 
The following maps illustrate where in Ealing Tim and Jamie, the top two male segments 
are located as well as where Chloe and Helena, the top two female segments are 
located. 
 
Tim is an active type that takes part in sport on a regular basis.  Tim’s top sports 
activities are cycling, keep fit/gym, swimming, football and golf.  Tim most likely lives in 
Central Ealing and further south and east into the Acton area; this is illustrated in the 
map below, with the areas in yellow showing where most Tim’s potentially reside.  
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Jamie is a very active type that takes part in sport on a regular basis.  Jamie’s top sports 
activities are football, keep fit/gym, athletics including running, cycling and swimming.  
Jamie most likely lives in the north and west of the borough in and around Southall and 
Northolt as well east Acton.  The areas shaded in orange and yellow show where Jamie 
is most likely to live. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chloe is an active type that takes part in sport on a regular basis. Chloe’s top sports 
activities are keep fit/gym, swimming, athletics including running, cycling and equestrian.  
The green and yellow shaded areas shown across Central Ealing and Acton indicate 
where Chloe is most likely to live. 
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Helena is a fairly active type who takes part in sport on a regular basis.  Helena’s top 
sports activities are keep fit/gym, swimming, cycling, athletics including running and 
equestrian.  The green and light blue areas mostly around Central Ealing and a pocket in 
Northolt indicate where Helena is most likely to live. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The table below shows each of the market segments ranked in order, with Tim, the most 
dominant and Frank the least dominant.  The table then indicates which sports each 
segment participates in at least once a month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ealing 
ranking 

Market Segment Top sports played at least once a month and sporting behaviour 
Swimming Keep 

fit/Gym 
Athletics/ 
Running 

Football Golf Bowls Tennis Badminton Cycling 

1 Tim 15% 20% 0% 13% 7% 0% 0% 0% 21% 

2 Jamie 10% 22% 12% 28% 0% 0% 0% 0% 12% 

3 Ben 13% 24% 15% 33% 0% 0% 0% 0% 18% 

4 Kev 10% 14% 6% 12% 0% 0% 0% 0% 11% 

5 Chloe 24% 28% 14% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 11% 

6 Helena 22% 26% 9% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 11% 

7 Philip 12% 15% 0% 9% 8% 0% 0% 0% 16% 

8 Leanne 18% 23% 9% 4% 0% 0% 0% 0% 6% 

9 Brenda 13% 15% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 4% 

10 Elaine 18% 21% 3% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 7% 

11 Alison 25% 27% 11% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 12% 

12 Elsie & Arnold 7% 10% 0% 0% 1% 3% 0% 0% 1% 

13 Jackie 20% 22% 6% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 9% 

14 Roger & Joy 13% 13% 0% 0% 6% 0% 0% 0% 8% 

15 Terry 6% 8% 0% 0% 4% 0% 0% 0% 6% 

16 Paula 17% 18% 4% 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 5% 

17 Norma 10% 12% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 2% 

18 Ralph & Phyllis 9% 10% 0% 0% 7% 4% 0% 0% 4% 

19 Frank 6% 6% 0% 0% 7% 0% 0% 0% 4% 
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The market segmentation research shows that the top six market segments located in 
Ealing potentially account for 50% of the population.  These six market segments 
indicate that the most popular participation sports in Ealing are Keep Fit/Gym use, 
Swimming, Football, Cycling and Athletics/Running. These five activities match the 
actual results from the Active People 5 survey, which indicate the same top five 
participation sports activities in Ealing. 
 
This is significant when looking at the refurbishment of existing or the development of 
new facilities in Ealing.  It gives a clear indication of the types of activity Ealing residents 
enjoy taking part in.  
 
The table shows that keep fit and gym based activities are popular with many of the 
market segments, out of the 6 most dominant segments in Ealing only Kev has a below 
20% participation in gym and keep fit based activity.  This means that demand for gyms 
and studios will be high, particularly in areas where these segments are most prominent.   
 
The market segments, which are most popular for swimming; Alison, followed by Chloe, 
Helena, Jackie, Leanne and Elaine, are not very evident in Ealing, with only Chloe and 
Helena appearing in the top six market segments.  However, all of the top four market 
dominant segments in Ealing participate in swimming, so demand is still significant. 
 
The four segments, which participate most in football, are the top four most dominant 
segments in Ealing, which potentially means that demand for football facilities in Ealing 
will be significant.   
 
Cycling demand is also potentially high in Ealing with only Alison not featuring in the 
seven segments, which show cycling as being most popular, and the top seven 
segments dominant in Ealing.     
 
Athletics and running activities are most popular with Ben, followed closely by Chloe, 
Jamie, Alison and Leanne, the top three segments all feature in the top five dominant 
segments in Ealing, thus demand for this activity should be significant. 
 
The segmentation analysis also shows that demand for golf in Ealing is potentially low as 
Tim is the only segment which features in the top five golfing segments.  The potential 
demand for bowls may also be low as the Ralph and Phyllis segment most likely to play 
bowls are ranked 18 of 19 in Ealing.  
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STRATEGY AND POLICY REVIEW 

 
The Sports Facility Strategy 2012 – 2021 is informed by the strategic priorities and policy 
objectives of relevant national, regional and local organisations. The long term 
sustainability and success of facilities will depend to a large extent on their ability to 
deliver outcomes across a wide range of agendas, ranging from sport and physical 
activity to health, education and learning. 
 
In producing this strategy a range of strategies, policies and plans from Government 
departments, sport, physical activity and health organisations have been studied. The 
key messages have been drawn from each of the publications, particularly where they 
relate to the role of sport and physical activity in developing communities and the 
strategic need for the development of facilities and utilisation of green open spaces and 
playing fields. This process helps to demonstrate that the aims and aspirations of Ealing 
Council contained in this document are of strategic relevance to a wide range of groups 
and organisations. 
 
 
Central Government Policies and Legislation 
 
Localism Bill 2011 
The Bill will devolve greater powers to councils and neighbourhoods and give local 
communities more control over housing and planning decisions. 
Key areas relating to this Strategy include: 

 Giving councils a general power of competence  
 Giving residents the power to instigate local referendums on any local issue and 

the power to veto excessive council tax increases  
 Allowing councils more discretion over business rate relief  
 Providing new powers to help save local facilities and services threatened with 

closure, and giving voluntary and community groups the right to challenge local 
authorities over their services. 

 
The planning and regeneration provisions relating to this Strategy include: 

 Abolish Regional Spatial Strategies  
 Amend the Community Infrastructure Levy, which allows councils to charge 

developers to pay for infrastructure. Some of the revenue will be available for the 
local community  

 Provide for neighbourhood plans, which would be approved if they received 50% 
of the votes cast in a referendum  

 Provide for neighbourhood development orders to allow communities to approve 
development without requiring normal planning consent  
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The Big Society 

The Big Society is about helping people to come together to improve their own lives. It’s 
about putting more power in people’s hands – a massive transfer of power from 
Whitehall to local communities. 
 
There are three key parts to the Big Society agenda: 

 Community empowerment: giving local councils and neighbourhoods more power 
to take decisions and shape their area.  Planning reforms will see local people 
having the power to decide the future of their area. 

 Opening up public services: Reforms will enable charities, social enterprises, 
private companies and employee owned co-operatives to compete to offer 
people high quality services. 

 Social action: encouraging and enabling people to play a more active part in 
society.  National Citizen Service, Community Organisations and Community 
First will encourage people to get involved in their communities.  

 
This could impact on future land usage and the development and provision of new 
outdoor and indoor facilities. 
 
 
Open Public Services White Paper 

High quality public services are the right of everyone. The Open Public Services White 
Paper sets out how the Government will improve public services. By putting choice and 
control in the hands of individuals and neighbourhoods, public services will become 
more responsive to peoples’ needs. 
 
The White Paper sets out the government’s approach to public services by applying five 
key principles: 

 Choice – wherever possible we will increase choice 
 Decentralisation – power should be decentralised to the lowest appropriate level 
 Diversity – public services should be open to a range of providers 
 Fairness – fair access to facilities 

 Accountability – public services should be accountable to users and taxpayers. 
 
This may impact on decisions relating to asset transfers, more specifically sports 
facilities could move from local authority ownership to the voluntary sector.  
 
 
The Education Bill 2011 
The Bill is an important step in implementing the Government’s education reform 
programme and helping to create an education system that delivers ever higher 
standards for all children. The Education Bill takes forward the legislative proposals in 
the Schools White Paper, The Importance of Teaching. 
 
This Bill supports the Department's commitment to reduce bureaucratic burdens 
on schools by removing unnecessary legal requirements on governing bodies, 
teachers and local authorities. It also frees 'outstanding' schools and colleges from 
routine inspection; and expands the Academies programme to allow 16-19 and 
alternative provision academies. It is unknown what impact if any academy status 
will have on the community use of high school facilities. 
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The new approach to school sport 
The Government is committed to reforming sport in schools to create a lasting 
Olympic legacy. Ministers want to encourage more competitive sport so it is a 
vibrant part of the ethos of all schools, and to give schools the freedom to organise 
sport themselves rather than imposing a bureaucratic system for them to follow.  
The main focus of the Government’s new approach is the School Games 
tournament – inspired by the London 2012 Olympics and Paralympics – will give 
every child the opportunity take part and compete. 
 
As part of the offer: 

 500 schools across nine regions will pilot an annual School Games Day: a ’finals’ 
day stemming from a programme of intra-school competition which will offer 
disabled children as many opportunities as non-disabled children  

 a rolling programme of leagues and tournaments will promote more competition 
between schools at a town or district level  

 up to 60 new, county or city-level ‘Festivals of Sport’ will showcase the best of 
local competitive sport in the inter-school finals  

 the most talented young sports people will have the chance to represent their 
schools in a high-profile, national event 

 
 
Healthy Lives, Healthy People White Paper 2011 

This White Paper sets out the future for public health: Health improvement to be driven 
locally.  The strategy for public health in England’ sets out the Government's long-term 
vision for the future of public health in England. In the new vision, each local authority 
and their individual director of public health will act as strategic public health leaders for 
their local population. They will lead discussions about how their ring-fenced money 
should be spent to improve outcomes for people’s health and well-being locally. They 
should be in a position to ensure public health is always considered when local 
authorities, GP consortia and the NHS make decisions. 

Local public health leadership, and responsibility, will be returned to local government. 
Health and well-being boards, based in local authorities, will provide a forum to bring 
together NHS commissioners, councils and elected councillors with patient champions, 
to join up the public health agenda with the wider work of the NHS, social care and 
children's services. 

The Government’s view is that society, government and individuals share collective 
responsibility for public health and the new public health system will encourage all to 
play their part in improving and protecting the nation’s health and well-being. With the 
aim of making it easier for people to make healthy choices and live healthier lives, the 
public health Responsibility Deal is being driven forward by the Secretary of State. 

Working with industry, the voluntary sector, non-governmental organisations, and 
leading experts from the field, it should lead to, for example, better food labeling, more 
information about the harmful effects of alcohol, and a much greater contribution from 
industry into campaigns such as Change4Life. 

The intention is to make healthy lifestyles easier, for example through access to public 
exercise facilities, cycle paths, or safe playgrounds. 
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National Strategies and guidelines 
There are a number of documents and plans that have been produced in order to 
provide strategic guidance and direction in relation to the development of sport, physical 
activity and healthy lifestyle initiatives. A summary of the key documents can be found 
on the following pages. 
 
 
Sport England Strategy: 2012 - 2017 
Sport England want to deliver a community sport legacy and create a lifelong sporting 
habit through a new and sharper focus on three main areas: 

 continuing to work through NGBs with a tougher performance regime; 

 an increased focus on youth sport, making the transition from school to community 
sport easier; and 

 taking sport to where people are 
 
In 2017, five years after the Olympic and Paralympic Games, Sport England want to 
have transformed sport in England so that sport becomes a habit for life for more people 
and a regular choice for the majority. The new five year strategy will: 

 see more people taking on and keeping a sporting habit for life; 

 create more opportunities for young people; 

 nurture and develop talent; 

 provide the right facilities in the right places; 

 support local authorities and unlock local funding; 

 ensure real opportunities for communities. 
 
Sport England is seeking a year-on-year increase in the proportion of people who play 
sport once a week for at least 30 minutes. In particular, a rise in the percentage of 14-25 
year olds playing sport once a week and a reduction in the proportion dropping out of 
sport. 

 

 
A report on physical activity for health from the four home countries’ Chief 
Medical Officers Start Active, Stay Active (published July 11) 
In July 2011, the Department of Health published the new UK-wide Chief Medical 
Officers' Physical Activity guidelines, a UK-wide document that presents guidelines on 
the volume, duration, frequency and type of physical activity required across the 
lifecourse to achieve general health benefits. 
 
The report recognises that regular physical activity can reduce the risk of many chronic 
conditions including coronary heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, cancer, obesity, 
mental health problems and musculoskeletal conditions. Even relatively small increases 
in physical activity are associated with some protection against chronic diseases and an 
improved quality of life. These benefits can deliver cost savings for health and social 
care services. However, the benefits of physical activity extend further to improved 
productivity in the workplace, reduced congestion and pollution through active travel, 
and healthy development of children and young people. 
 
This report emphasises for the first time the importance of physical activity for people of 
all ages and highlights the risks of sedentary behaviour for all age groups. Emerging 
evidence shows an association between sedentary behaviour and overweight and 
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obesity, with some research also suggesting that sedentary behaviour is independently 
associated with all-cause mortality, type 2 diabetes, some types of cancer and metabolic 
dysfunction.  These relationships are independent of the level of overall physical activity. 
For example, spending large amounts of time being sedentary may increase the risk of 
some health outcomes, even among people who are active at the recommended levels. 

 

Bringing all of these aspects together creates a number of key features of this 
report, including:  

 A lifecourse approach  
 A stronger recognition of the role of vigorous intensity activity  
 The flexibility to combine moderate and vigorous intensity activity  
 An emphasis upon daily activity  
 New guidelines on sedentary behaviour.  

 
The report guidelines below detail an appropriate level of physical activity that each 
person should aim to participate in for each age banding. 
 

Early years (under 5s)  
1.  Physical activity should be encouraged from birth, particularly through floor-based 

play and water-based activities in safe environments.  
2.  Children of pre-school age who are capable of walking unaided should be physically 

active daily for at least 180 minutes (3 hours), spread throughout the day.  
3.  All under 5s should minimise the amount of time spent being sedentary (being 

restrained or sitting) for extended periods (except time spent sleeping).  

  

 
Children and young people (5–18 years)  
1.  All children and young people should engage in moderate to vigorous intensity 

physical activity for at least 60 minutes and up to several hours every day.  
2.  Vigorous intensity activities, including those that strengthen muscle and bone, should 

be incorporated at least three days a week.  
3.  All children and young people should minimise the amount of time spent being 

sedentary (sitting) for extended periods.  
 
 
Adults (19–64 years)  
1.  Adults should aim to be active daily. Over a week, activity should add up to at least 

150 minutes (2½ hours) of moderate intensity activity in bouts of 10 minutes or more 
– one way to approach this is to do 30 minutes on at least 5 days a week.  

2.  Alternatively, comparable benefits can be achieved through 75 minutes of vigorous 
intensity activity spread across the week or a combination of moderate and vigorous 
intensity activity.  

3.  Adults should also undertake physical activity to improve muscle strength on at least 
two days a week.  

4.  All adults should minimise the amount of time spent being  
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Older adults (65+ years)  
1.  Older adults who participate in any amount of physical activity gain some health 

benefits, including maintenance of good physical and cognitive function. Some 
physical activity is better than none, and more physical activity provides greater 
health benefits.  

2.  Older adults should aim to be active daily. Over a week, activity should add up to at 
least 150 minutes (2½ hours) of moderate intensity activity in bouts of 10 minutes or 
more – one way to approach this is to do 30 minutes on at least 5 days a week.  

3.  For those who are already regularly active at moderate intensity, comparable 
benefits can be achieved through 75 minutes of vigorous intensity activity spread 
across the week or a combination of moderate and vigorous activity.  

4.  Older adults should also undertake physical activity to improve muscle strength on at 
least two days a week.  

5.  Older adults at risk of falls should incorporate physical activity to improve balance 
and co-ordination on at least two days a week.  

6.  All older adults should minimise the amount of time spent being sedentary (sitting) 
for extended periods.  

 
Despite the widely reported benefits of physical activity, the majority of adults and many 
children across the UK are insufficiently active to meet the previous recommendations. 
Physical inactivity is the fourth leading risk factor for global mortality (accounting for 6% 
of deaths globally). This follows high blood pressure (13%), tobacco use (9%) and high 
blood glucose (6%). Overweight and obesity are responsible for 5% of global mortality. 
There are clear and significant health inequalities in relation to physical inactivity 
according to income, gender, age, ethnicity and disability. 
 
The benefits of regular physical activity are clearly set out across the lifecourse. In 
particular, for adults, doing 30 minutes of at least moderate intensity physical activity on 
at least 5 days a week helps to prevent and manage over 20 chronic conditions, 
including coronary heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, cancer, obesity, mental health 
problems and musculoskeletal conditions. The strength of the relationship between 
physical activity and health outcomes persists throughout people’s lives, highlighting the 
potential health gains that could be achieved if more people become more active 
throughout the lifecourse. 
 
 
Every Child Matters 

The Green Paper, Every Child Matters, sets out the Government’s proposals for 
reforming the delivery of services for children, young people and families. It builds on 
existing measures to ensure that we protect children at risk of harm and neglect from 
negative outcomes and support all children to develop their full potential.  Every Child 
Matters ensures that every child, whatever their background or their circumstances, will 
have the support they need to; 

 Be Healthy 

 Stay Safe 

 Enjoy and Achieve 

 Make a Positive Contribution 

 Achieve Economic Well-Being 
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Being healthy is not just about eating lots of fruit and drinking 8 glasses of water each 
day. It's about young people enjoying a healthy lifestyle, feeling good about themselves 
and having good emotional and mental health.  The “Be Healthy” outcome includes 
physical health and healthy lifestyles. 
 
 
'Before, During and After: Making the most of the London 2012 Games', 
DCMS 2008. 
This action plan outlines the government's priorities for the long-term benefits from the 
London 2012 Games. It is built around five promises, two of which are relevant to this 
strategy: 

1. To make the UK a world-leading sporting nation 
2. To inspire a generation of young people. 

 
The plans within this strategy will contribute to meeting specific goals outlined in the 
plan, intended to enable the government to meet these promises. These include: 

 Inspiring young people through sport, in particular through the five hour offer 

 Getting more people more active with a target of 2 million people in England 
being more active by 2012 

 Encouraging more young people to volunteer in their local communities  

 Improving business and investment opportunities, and helping individuals to 
develop their skills and employability. 
 

 
Regional Strategies 
The previous section examined the importance of national strategies; however it is also 
essential that regional plans be considered. 
 
 
'London Legacy Plan: A Sporting Future for London; April 2009 
This document is the Mayor of London's plan for delivering a grass roots sporting legacy 
for Londoners from the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. The Plan makes clear the 
importance of developing links between sport and physical activity in order to meet 
common aims and objectives relating to participation and healthy lifestyles. 
 
There are four key goals underpinning this plan and three of them can be directly related 
to the strategy aims: 

 Get more people active 

 Build capacity and skills 

 Maximise the benefits of sport to society 
 

The Legacy Plan is particularly concerned with encouraging people who are currently 
inactive to be active and expects to fund innovative community projects to meet this aim. 
The plan also recognises that sport can deliver benefits to society and intends to support 
projects that will deliver in other areas such as crime prevention, rather than simply sport 
for sport's sake. 
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'Go London! An Active and Healthy London for 2012 and Beyond; NHS 
London July 2009 
The 'Go London' strategy aims to address the low levels of physical activity amongst 
adults in London and sets out how NHS London in partnership with other organisations, 
from public, private and third sectors, aim to generate a significant increase in physical 
activity in London up to and beyond the London 2012 Games. 
 
In a health context, the Games lends a short term focus to the long term challenges of 
health inequalities, health care costs and the delivery of health related national and local 
targets. 
 
The vision guiding this strategy is of making London a city where organisations work 
together to create opportunities and environments where Londoners easily choose to be 
physically active in their daily lives, achieving better health and wellbeing. Specifically, 
the strategy explains the potential connection that exists between levels of physical 
activity and the Games, setting the following objectives: 

1. Using the once in a lifetime opportunity for hosting the Games as a catalyst to 
generate a measurable and sustainable increase in physical activity participation 
among Londoners up to and beyond 2012 

2. Ensuring that the increase in participation in physical activity will contribute to 
narrowing the gap in health inequalities by ensuring that the entire system 
promotes physical activity 

3. Ensuring that the increase in physical activity is as common in the least active 
half of the population as in the highest. 

 
The strategy identifies five key areas in which the Games can have a lasting impact on 
participation in physical activity, three of which relate to this strategy: 

 Energising local systems to focus on activity for 2012 health legacy 

 Targeting the inactive to reduce levels of inactivity for 2012 

 Exploring the use of incentivisation and new technologies to get Londoners more 
active for 2012 

 
The development of sport and physical activity facilities across Ealing has the potential 
to contribute to aims and objectives identified by NHS London by increasing the 
opportunities accessible to the whole community for participation in sport and physical 
activity, thereby helping to improve the health and well-being of the community. 
 
 
Local Strategies 
It is also important that any planned development meets the aims and objectives of more 
localised published plans and strategies in order to attract local support and buy-in for 
the project. This will help to further demonstrate the relevance of any proposals and 
attract support and potential funding for the project. The following section provides a 
summary of the most relevant documents. 
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Ealing Community Strategy Ealing Local Strategic Partnership 2006-2016:  
Refresh 2011  
The vision is that Ealing will be a borough of opportunity, where people enjoy living in 
clean, green and cohesive neighbourhoods, as part of a community where they are able 
to be safe, healthy and prosperous. 4 key priorities: health, safety, prosperity, and high 
quality of life have been set to help achieve this vision. 
 
The main objective for health is to improve public health and support those with specific 
needs to achieve well-being and independence, including the promotion of active 
lifestyles, including greater use of the borough’s parks and leisure facilities and greater 
use of sustainable transport.  Another key priority is to make Ealing a place where 
people enjoy a high quality of life, which includes supporting and promoting the 
borough’s leisure and cultural offerings, including through making the most of the 
opportunities offered by the London 2012 Games. 
 
 
Ealing Primary Care Trust’s Physical Activity Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 
Over the past 40 years people in the UK have become less physically active in their 
everyday lives and a smaller proportion of the population take part in physical activity for 
leisure. We have fewer manual jobs, more labour saving gadgets and cars have meant a 
25% reduction in travel by foot or bicycle. Inactive lifestyles in England are twice as 
prevalent as smoking, hypertension or high cholesterol.  Evidence shows that the health 
impact of inactivity in terms of coronary heart disease, for example, is comparable to that 
of smoking, and almost as great as that of high cholesterol levels. 
 
Promoting active lifestyles can help address some of the important challenges facing the 
UK today. Increasing physical activity has the potential to improve the physical and 
mental health of Ealing residents, reduce all-cause mortality and improve life 
expectancy. It can also save money by significantly easing the burden of chronic disease 
on the health and social care services. Increasing cycling and walking will reduce 
transport costs, save money and help the environment. Fewer car journeys can reduce 
traffic congestion and pollution, improving the health of communities. Other potential 
benefits linked to physical activity in children and young people include the acquisition of 
social skills through active play (leadership, teamwork and co-operation), better 
concentration in school and displacement of antisocial and criminal behaviour. 
 
Creating an active society requires action at a number of levels, as how active people 
are is influenced by a wide range of factors from advice or encouragement of friends, 
through to programmes at work or in the local community, to the influence of the built 
and natural environment and general socio-economic conditions.  
 
The Ealing Health Profile compiled by the London Health Observatory shows the 
percentage of children undertaking activity in Ealing is significantly better than the 
England average. However, the obesity levels recorded for children in both reception 
year and year 6 are both reported to be significantly worse than the England average. 
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 Ealing % England 
Average % 

England 
Worst % 

England 
Best % 

Physically Active Children  (3 hs high 
quality PE and School Sport) 

59.0 55.1 26.7 80.3 

Obese Children Reception Year  12.5 9.8 14.7 5.5 

Obese Children Year 6  20.7 18.7 28.6 10.7 

Physically Active Adults  8.1 11.5 5.8 19.5 

Obese Adults  18.1 24.2 30.7 13.9 

People diagnosed with diabetes  6.49 5.4 7.87 3.28 

Early deaths: heart disease & stroke  86.2 70.5 122.1 37.9 

 
Health data related to physical activity in the Ealing population 
 
The percentage of physically active adults in Ealing is 8.1%, which is significantly worse 
than the England average at 11.5%. Obesity prevalence in adults at 18.10% is 
significantly better than the England figure of 24.2%. However, the numbers of people 
diagnosed with diabetes (6.49%) and those reported as having early deaths as a result 
of heart disease and stroke (86.2%) in Ealing is significantly worse than the England 
average of 5.4% and 70.5% respectively. 
 
There is a clear causal relationship between the amount of physical activity people do 
and all-cause mortality. Whilst increasing the activity levels of all adults who are not 
meeting the recommendation is important, targeting those adults who are significantly 
inactive (i.e. engaging in less than 30 minutes of activity per week) will produce the 
greatest reduction in chronic disease. 
 
In light of this data analysis, it is recommended that the following areas of work be 
prioritised in Ealing to increase physical activity: 

• Maintain the gains made in the physical activity of children and young people and 
build on them. 

• Focus on adult service provision and participation, specifically on older people; 
people managing Long Term Conditions and those with elevated CVD risk 
factors. 

• Increasing female participation. 
• Focus on those who are sedentary to become active 
• Promotion and engagement work on locally available opportunities to meet 

Physical Activity Guidance. 
 
 
'Ealing Children and Young People's Plan’ 2011 -2014 

Set against Ealing’s Sustainable Community Strategy, the vision is to : “To create a great 
place for every child and young person to grow up”. Priorities for action include “Being 
Healthy” and the implementation of the MEND programme, which includes the promotion 
of physical activity opportunities. 
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Ealing Youth Conference findings 

Students attending the 2010 Youth Conference were asked which sports facilities were 
needed in their area.  The results are shown in the graph below.  Young people 
indicated that most of all more indoor facilities were needed for year round use, followed 
closely by a skate/BMX facility and athletics track. 
 
The second graph shows that the skate park was particularly popular with young 
residents from Greenford, Ealing and Northolt whilst residents in Northolt, Perivale and 
Acton mainly suggested the need for indoor courts and pitches.  Southall and Acton 
residents thought an athletics track was needed in their area. 
 
The 2009 results also indicated the need for affordable youth gym facilities, additional 
football pitches across the borough and that schools should open their facilities during 
the weekend. Girls specifically felt that there were not enough clubs, activities and 
facilities for females in the borough. 
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'Ealing Cultural Strategy 2007-2012' 
This strategy outlines a plan for cultural activity and development in Ealing up to 2012. It 
includes aims and objectives for a wide range of cultural activities, including playing or 
watching sports and spending time in the borough's parks and open spaces. 
 
Access to good quality sports and leisure facilities is recognised as a key factor in 
improving the quality of life for residents, and in building cohesive communities. This 
strategy states a commitment to creating and maintaining safe and well-used parks and 
open spaces, and supporting sport and physical activity by managing, improving and 
promoting facilities. 
 
Sport and physical activity are recognised as being particularly important in parts of the 
borough where diseases like TB, osteoporosis and obesity are above national averages, 
particularly in Southall. 
 
The following commitments are particularly relevant to this strategy: 

 Continuing to champion sports that Ealing excels at including athletics, cricket, 
rugby and tennis 

 Increasing targeted sports development work with older people 

 Tackling child obesity by ensuring children and young people have opportunities 
to participate in physical education and sport. 
 

This strategy confirms the role that culture, including sport and leisure, has to play in 
achieving Ealing's vision of being a successful borough where everyone has the 
opportunity to prosper and live fulfilling lives in communities, which are safe, cohesive 
and engaged.  
 
 
'Ealing's Quality of Life Strategy for older people and carers 2006-2016' 
This strategy outlines plans for preventative services to improve the quality of life for 
older people and carers in Ealing. There are four strategic themes at the heart of this 
strategy: 

 Healthy lives 

 Economic and environmental well-being 

 Active engagement 

 Creative partnerships. 
 

Sport and physical activity are highlighted as having a particularly crucial role to play in 
the first theme, healthy lives. The objectives for this theme include improving physical 
fitness of older people and their carers through moderate regular exercise. Reaching 
people from BAME groups is highlighted as being particularly important. Sport also has a 
role to play in the active engagement theme, by enabling older people and carers to 
volunteer to support sports activity. 
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Ealing Community Sport and Physical Activity Network (Ealing CSPAN) 
The function of this forum is to provide a strategic alliance of partners with an interest in 
sport and physical activity in the Ealing area, to work co-operatively towards the 
achievement of agreed outcomes.  The Ealing CSPAN will be strategically linked to the 
Health and Wellbeing Board (TBC) and is one of the 6 CSPAN’s in the Pro-Active West 
London region, providing the critical linkage between sub-regional co-ordination, and 
local planning and delivery. 
 
The Ealing CSPAN will aim to achieve the following outcomes: 
 

 Improving the health and wellbeing of the population by increasing the number of 
people taking part in sport and physical activity by 1% year on year 

 Widening access to sport and physical activity opportunities, recognising that 
everyone regardless of their ability or disability has a right to take part 

 Bringing together and aligning partners existing priorities and targets within one 
joined up local action plan, based upon the needs of local communities and ensuring 
clarity in roles and responsibilities 

 Increasing the numbers volunteering in sport and physical activity 

 Bring people together through sport and physical activity, and enable those with 
talent to progress 

  

  
Ealing Council’s Asset Transfer process 

The Council manages its assets in a variety of ways; it can sell land for freehold 
purchase at market value, it can transfer the freehold at an under market value price it 
can offer long and short term leases or it can enter into a management or license 
arrangement, this is often done whilst long term plans are being finalised. 
 
After carrying out a strategic assessment of its indoor and outdoor assets, Ealing Council 
has identified a number of outdoor sports pitch sites to make available through an asset 
transfer process.  This involves transferring the management and / or ownership of land 
or buildings from Ealing Council to a community organisation at ‘less than best 
consideration’ – that is at less than its full market value to achieve a public benefit. 
 
The process should facilitate a variety of mutual benefits and it is a key way in which the 
Council can support the development of a strong and vibrant community.  Ealing 
Council’s work in this area has been recognised by Sport England and has been used 
nationally by Sport England as a case study in their asset transfer toolkit.  
 
To date Ealing Council has entered into the asset transfer process with regard to 
outdoor sports facilities only.  There is future potential to increase the number of facilities 
transferred by this method and options may also be considered in the future for other 
types of sports facility. 
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SWIMMING POOLS 
 
The Council’s aim is to create a network of high quality pool facilities geographically 
spread across the borough which gives local people the opportunity to take part in a 
wide range of water based sports and activities, progressing from learn to swim classes 
through to elite competition, increasing the number of people who take part in swimming 
and other water based activities.   
 
In order to achieve this aim, there is a need to assess the existing pool stock available to 
the community and how this may change in the future due to the impact of population 
growth and a rise in participation. 
 
 
The location of swimming facilities in Ealing 
There are 14 individual swimming pool sites in the borough, of which 8 are commercial 
swimming pools sites, operated on a membership basis and a minority of 4 sites 
operated by the Council or its Leisure Management partner GLL on a pay as you swim 
basis with a swimming development programme.  Two more pools are based on school 
sites, the school and a local club use one pool, and the other has no community access.  
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No. Site Pool space 
(SQM) 

Ownership/Use Year built/ 
Refurbished 

1 Former Acton 
Baths facility 

297 
198 

Council – public 
New facility opening 2014 

1904/1999 

2 David Lloyd 
(Sudbury Hill) 

300 & 110 
160 & 16 
(Outdoor) 

Private – members only 1998/2004 

3 Dormers Wells 
Leisure Centre 

240 Council - public 1972 

4 Eden Fitness 160 Private – members only 2007 

5 8th Level 200 Private – members only 1997/2007 

6 Golds Gym 132 Private – members only 1997/2003 

 Gurnell Leisure 
Centre 

750 
225 

Council - public 1981/2009 

8 Horsenden Hill 
Primary School 

120 Council – School & Club 2003 

9 LA Fitness 105 Private – members only 1995 

10 Northolt Leisure 
Centre 

495 
192 

Council - public 2010 

11 Notting Hill & 
Ealing High 
School 

225  
(Private use) 

Private – School only 2004 

12 The Park Club 160 
200 (Outdoor) 

Private – members only 2000 

13 Virgin Active 
(Ealing) 

160 Private – members only 1993/2004 

14 Virgin Active 
(West London) 

313 
30 

Private – members only 2002/2008 
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Assessment of the demand and supply of swimming facilities now and in 2021 
Sport England has an extensive range of planning tools that can be used to assess the 
current and future demand and supply for swimming facilities in specific areas, including 
the Facility Planning Model (FPM), which is the most comprehensive of all.  The FPM 
provides information regarding how much demand for swimming pools is being met, 
where the highest levels of unmet demand are and how much demand is being exported 
and imported from neighbouring boroughs.   
 
All existing indoor swimming pools of at least 20m in length or at least 160m square and 
which are available for community use, for all or part of the weekly peak period, are 
included in this assessment.  Pools less than 160m square are only included when on a 
site where another pool is large enough to be included in the assessment.  All outdoor 
pools and those indoor pools which have no access for community use are excluded 
from the assessment, those shown in red in the table. Accessibility is also factored into 
the assessment when considering public access to private members clubs. 
 
Using the FPM, the level of demand for swimming pools in London matches supply, but 
there are significant sub regional variations.  West London has 54 pool sites, 31 public 
and 23 commercial and demand is virtually in balance with supply, satisfied demand is 
very high at 91% and pool capacity will be close to full by 2021.  Ealing carried out an 
analysis of 7 separate scenarios, the complete findings are set out in a separate report, 
but the findings from two of the scenarios form the basis of this assessment.  
 
When considering what scenarios to test, the following key drivers for change were 
considered; the rise in population, the projected increase of 1% year on year in 
swimming participation totalling 11% overall, the wish to continue to provide a 50m pool 
in Ealing and the mixed age range of the swimming pool stock. In assessing the future 
provision for swimming across Ealing it is important to understand and separate out the 
pools by ownership, operation and different patterns of use of membership based sites 
and public sites.  It is also important to factor in the impact of having the largest 
swimming club in the country based in Ealing and the wider West London area.  All 
these drivers for change have been isolated and assessed as to their individual and 
collective impact on the assessment of the future provision for swimming in Ealing.   
 
The first scenario assessed the current supply and demand for swimming pools in 2010, 
to establish a baseline position on supply and demand for swimming facilities. The 
second scenario, reported in this strategy, assessed the future demand for swimming in 
2021 based on GLA population projections for the study area surrounding Ealing and the 
Ealing population projections and new housing allocations. This scenario also factored in 
a projected 1% increase in swimming participation each year between 2010 – 2021, an 
11% increase in total between the two years.  The supply side assumptions in this 
scenario included the replacement of Acton Baths with a new swimming facility on the 
same site which included 2 pools, one a 25m x 17m eight lane main pool and a 16m x 
12m learner pool and the replacement of existing facilities at Gurnell Leisure Centre with 
a 50m x 17m eight lane pool and a 16m x 12m learner pool.  
 
 
Current Supply and Demand Analysis for Swimming Pools in Ealing (Scenario 1) 
The findings in scenario one establish the baseline position for Ealing with regard to 
current demand and supply for swimming, accessibility to existing pools by car and on 
foot, the capacity of existing pools and the location of facilities. 
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The 10 swimming pool sites highlighted above were included in the FPM analysis across 
the borough in 2010, of these, 6 are commercial members only sites and the remainder 
are Ealing owned and operated swimming pools for public use.  
 
The location and distribution of the 10 sites including the 1 mile/20 minutes walk to 
catchment area is set out in Map 1. There is good geographical coverage of the borough 
based on the pool locations however 6 sites are commercial sites.  If the sites are 
restricted to public pools only then the picture of supply changes considerably as set out 
in Map 2. By this assessment there are large areas of central Ealing that are outside the 
walk to catchment area of any public swimming pool.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map 1: Pool locations in 2010 with walk to catchments: All pools 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map 2: Pool locations in 2010 with walk to catchments: Public pools only
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Supply and demand for swimming in Ealing 
In terms of the supply and demand for swimming, the current total capacity of Ealing’s 
pools is 28,900 visits, whilst total demand is 19,500 visits. So the capacity is greater than 
demand in 2010 by 9,400 visits, or demand across the borough represents 67% of total 
supply.  
 
In terms of the amount of swimming demand that can be satisfied this is very high at 
91% of the total swimming pool capacity, which means that 91% of total demand for 
swimming is located inside the catchment area of a swimming pool.  
 
This means there is 9% of unmet demand, the reason there is unmet demand when 
supply is greater than demand is because some demand is located outside the walk to 
catchment area of any pool and these areas are shown in the first map above, mainly 
along the Hillingdon border.  When only public pools are considered, the areas outside 
the catchment of any pool are identified as a large part of Central Ealing and to the east 
of Central Ealing.   
 
Unmet demand at 9% of total demand is measured as 1,591 visits or 195 square metres 
of water; a 25 metre 4 lane swimming pool is 212 square metres of water. This unmet 
demand exists because some of the population is located outside the catchment area of 
a pool.  
  
Ealing retains some of its own demand for swimming and also exports demand to pools 
in neighbouring authorities and imports demand from surrounding areas as well. This is 
calculated based on where people live and the swimming pools located nearest to where 
they live. Ealing retains 72% of the demand it generates and exports the remaining 28% 
of its satisfied demand.  The biggest export is to Hounslow at 13% of the Ealing satisfied 
demand and Hillingdon where 8% of the Ealing demand is met.   
 
Ealing imports demand into the borough where the nearest swimming pool to residents 
in neighbouring authorities is located in Ealing.  Some 32% of the satisfied demand at 
Ealing’s pools is imported, with 10% coming from Brent, 8% coming from Hillingdon and 
6% coming from Harrow.  So Ealing is a net importer of swimming demand and its pools 
are of particular benefit to Brent residents.   
 
 
Accessibility to Ealing’s pools 
Accessibility to swimming pools is very important and in strategic planning terms it is 
possible to measure accessibility based on where people live, the location of the 
swimming pools and people’s travel patterns to pools, by car, public transport and on 
foot.  It is possible to measure and overlay this assessment, which is based on sport 
England Research through its swimming pool user surveys and Benchmarking Service 
on the travel patterns to swimming pools and then applying this information to the Ealing 
population. The catchment analysis includes facilities located in neighbouring boroughs. 

 
In Ealing it is estimated that some 71% of all visits to swimming pools are made by car, 
based on a 20-minute drive time catchment, 7% of visits are made by public transport, 
based on a 15-minute catchment area and 22% are made by walking, based on a 20-
minute/1 mile walk to catchment area.  
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There is excellent accessibly to swimming pools based on the car borne catchment area 
with all the Ealing population having access to at least 5 – 9 swimming pools and in 
some areas between 10 – 15 swimming pools. This is shown in Map 3 below where the 
central area of Ealing has the accessibility to between 5 - 9 swimming pools and the 
outer area between 10 – 15.  
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Map 3: Accessibility to swimming pools in 2010 based on the 20 minute drive time 
catchment area 

 
 
In terms of accessibility by the population to swimming pools based on the 20 minute/1 
Mile walk to catchment area then the picture is very different.  Some 15% of the Ealing 
population live outside the catchment area of any swimming pool. The significance of 
this finding is underlined by the estimate that some 22% of all visits to swimming pools 
are made on foot.  
 
Increasing access to swimming pools for the walk to population is a significant strategic 
planning and locational issue to address in the development of any new pool provision.  
The map below identifies the areas of the borough, which are outside the walk to 
catchment area of any pool. Again this catchment area analysis can be shown for the 4 
public pool sites and here the level of access by the walk to catchment are dramatically 
different – this map is the first map below. There are virtually no overlapping catchment 
areas and if any public pools were removed it would significantly reduce accessibility. 
 
The FPM analysis estimates that across Ealing, the level of swimming pool capacity 
used at peak times in 2010 is 65%, this is close to the “pools full level” of 70%.  This 
means that in 2010 there is limited spare capacity in Ealing’s pools.  It is estimated that 
in order of highest usage Northolt Leisure Centre and Gurnell Leisure Centre are the two 
sites where used capacity is estimated to be highest. 
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Map 4: Accessibility to swimming pools in 2010 based on the 20 minute/1 mile 
walk to catchment area for all 10 sites 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map 5: Accessibility to swimming in 2010 based on the 20 minute/1 mile walk to 
catchment area for public sites only  
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Swimming participation in the context of Ealing’s population now and in 2021 
The table below shows the projected resident population structure of Ealing in 2011 
and 2021, in 5 year age bands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to population projections, the number of people living in Ealing will grow by 
approximately 14,000 from 2011 to 2021. The chart above shows significant 
increases in the projected population between the ages of 5 to 14 years and 50 to 69 
years, with smaller increases between the ages of 45 to 49 years and 70 to 84 years.  
Ealing’s population will decrease between the ages of 25 to 39 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of setting out these graphs is to see how the Ealing population in 2011 
correlates with the percentage of swimming participation and then to assess the 
potential changes up to 2021. 
 
The graph above shows the percentage of people nationwide who when completing 
the Active People 4 survey, stated that they had swam in the previous 4 weeks.  This 
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indicates that a greater percentage of those aged 30 to 44 years swim than those 
aged 20 to 29 years and 45 to 49 years.  15 to 19 year olds show the 4th highest 
percentage.  People aged between 50 and 69 maintain a reasonably high percentage 
but percentages fall for those aged over 70. 
 
Currently the age groups with the highest rate of swimming participation nationwide 
are the 30 to 44 age groups, these age bands currently correspond to the three 
largest age bands in Ealing.  Therefore demand for swimming in Ealing is likely to be 
greatest now and in the next few years as this age group passes through the 30 to 44 
age bands. 
 
The next highest age group for swimming participation is the 15 to 19 age band. In 
terms of the Ealing population this age band is around two thirds of the size of the 25 
– 39 age bands. So the second highest age band for swimming participation is not a 
big driver for swimming pool demand in Ealing. 
 
Overall based on this comparison of the age structure and distribution of the Ealing 
population when compared with the highest age groups for swimming participation, it 
is reasonable to assume that the demand for swimming is highest now and in the 
near future and will therefore not cause a significant increase in swimming demand 
from Ealing’s aging population in the long term future, if participation rates stay 
constant over this period. 
 
 
Future Supply and Demand Analysis for Swimming Pools in Ealing (Scenario 2) 
The second FPM scenario assessed the future demand for swimming in 2021 based 
on GLA population projections for the study area surrounding the borough and the 
Ealing population projections and new housing allocations. This scenario also 
factored in a projected 1% increase in swimming participation each year between 
2010 – 2021, an 11% increase in total between the two years.  The supply side 
assumptions in this scenario included the replacement of Acton Baths with a new 
swimming facility on the same site which included 2 pools, one a 25m x 17m eight 
lane main pool and a 16m x 12m learner pool and the replacement of existing 
facilities at Gurnell Leisure Centre with a 50m x 17m eight lane pool and a 16m x 
12m learner pool.  
 
The main factors to assess in this scenario are the impact of changes in demand 
from population growth and swimming participation and the impact on supply from 
these changes and the 2 replacement pools at Acton and Gurnell. 
 

 
Impact of the population increase and rise in participation on demand 
The Ealing population is projected to increase to 337,600 people in 2021, up from 
323,150 people in 2010. This is an increase of 14,450 people and represents a 4.4% 
increase over the 2010 figure.  The population increase, plus the projected annual 
1% increase in swimming participation, means the total demand for swimming will be 
22,260 visits by 2021, up from 19,500 visits in 2010.  This represents an increase of 
2,760 visits or a 14.1% increase in total demand for swimming.  
 
A visit increase of 2,760 visits or 14% equates to a demand for 340 square metres of 
water and this is equivalent to one 25 metre x 6 lane pool.  So the projected changes 
on the demand side between 2010 – 2021 is creating additional demand for around 
one good size swimming pool, which would fill a “gap in the Ealing swimming supply”.    
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A pool of 330 square metres of water does provide a pool size, which Ealing does not 
currently have and increases the scope and range of swimming programmes across 
the borough and offers more flexibility in pool programming. A pool of this size would 
cater for a full range of community based swimming participation with a 25 metres x 6 
lane main pool and offers flexibility to also cater for swimming development and learn 
to swim programmes.  An additional learner pool at the same site would enhance this 
scale, flexibility and range of provision.   
 
Ealing’s existing public pools are very big - Gurnell Leisure Centre currently has 975 
square metres of water and Northolt Leisure Centre has 617 square metres of water. 
Only Dormers Wells Leisure Centre is a “small pool” at 240 square metres of water. 
 
 
Impact of the two new pool developments on demand and supply  
Whilst swimming demand increases by 2,760 visits, swimming pool supply also 
increases because the new Acton pool development is 617 square metres of water, 
compared to the existing pool which is 495 square metres and the proposed new 
Gurnell Leisure Centre pool increases to 1,042 square metres of water, up from 975 
square metres. 
 
The increase in size of these two pools means the swimming pool capacity increases 
to 31,300 visits, up from the existing 28,900, resulting in an increase in supply of 
8.3%. This increase in supply is helping to keep satisfied demand up and unmet 
demand low.   
 
Satisfied demand is unchanged at 91%, so the additional demand and the location of 
the population in the new housing areas is within the catchment areas of the existing 
pools. This coupled with the increase in supply suggests that there is enough 
capacity at the proposed new pools to absorb this level of demand.  
 
The reason for no change in satisfied demand is because of the predominance of the 
drive to catchment area for pools and that 71% of all visits to pools are by car. As 
mentioned earlier, there is wide choice of pools for the Ealing population, both inside 
and outside the borough, based on the drive to catchment.  The areas of new 
demand growth are also accessing this choice of pools because travel patterns to 
pools are virtually unchanged.  So, in short, there will be more demand for swimming 
in 2021 but it can be accommodated by the proposed pool stock including the two 
redeveloped sites.   

 
Unmet demand for swimming in 2021 goes up by a small amount to 1,800 visits, from 
1,500 visits in 2010. Unmet demand of 1,800 visits equates to 225 square metres of 
water and a 25 metres x 4 lane swimming pool is 212 square metres.  The reasons 
for the unmet demand are that some pools are now full and some demand is located 
outside the walk to catchment areas of a pool as shown in Map 5. 
 
In terms of the swimming demand from Ealing residents, retained and satisfied at 
Ealing’s pools, this shows little change, with 73% of all the satisfied demand being 
retained, compared 72% in 2010. The main location for export of Ealing’s demand is 
still to Hounslow at 14%.  

 
In terms of the level of swimming demand imported into Ealing and satisfied at 
Ealing’s pools, this increases by 5% to 37% up from 32% in 2010. The reason for the 
increase is the new swimming facilities replacing Acton Baths and Gurnell Leisure 
Centre which will have a draw effect.  
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The most significant finding from this scenario is the increase in swimming pool used 
capacity, which measures how full the pools are. This increases to 74.8% of total 
swimming pool capacity, up from 65.5% in 2010 and above the “pools full” comfort 
level of 70%. Used capacity increases because of the 13.8% increase in Ealing’s 
swimming demand between 2010 – 2021 and the draw effect of the new pools.  
 
This assessment is borne out by the projected estimate of annual throughput at the 
new pool sites; for Gurnell Leisure Centre, 574,600 visits, up from 484,900 visits in 
2010, whilst at the new Acton facuility the projection is 340,000 visits up from 
228,700 visits in 2010. Overall the projected annual estimated throughout for the 10 
swimming pool sites in Ealing in 2021 is 1,880,000 visits, up from 1,469,000 visits in 
2010.    
 
The combination of high accessibility by the Ealing and wider study area population 
to two new and larger pools, coupled with a 13.8% increase in total demand for 
swimming in Ealing creates a high draw and pushes up used capacity for swimming 
across the whole borough.   
 
 
Summary of FPM analysis 
Ealing wished to determine the future needs of swimming pool provision in order to 
deliver a service which increased participation and access to swimming through 
providing a swimming development programme which gave people of all ages the 
opportunity to progress from learn to swim through to elite competition.  On the 
demand side, the increase in population and the 1% increase per annum in 
swimming participation were considered and on the supply side the quality, age and 
ownership of the pool stock and the accessibility to pools now and in 2021.  
 
The quality of Ealing’s pool stock is influenced by its age and condition. The average 
age of the 4 public pool sites in Ealing in 2021 will be 28 years old, major 
refurbishment or modernisation of the pool stock will be required before then, based 
simply on the age and condition of the pools.  To address this issue, scenario 2 
assessed the impact of replacing both the Gurnell Leisure Centre pool facility and 
Acton Baths, with facilities, which housed pools with slightly more water space.  By 
modernising these pools by 2021 and taking a midyear of this happening 2016, the 
average age of the 4 public pool sites in Ealing reduces to 15 years.   This will also 
improve the quality and reduce the age of the Ealing swimming pool stock. In so 
doing both Gurnell Leisure Centre and the new Acton facility will be able to provide 
the full range of swimming activity  - casual swimming, learn to swim and swimming 
development and meet the swimming objective.    
 
There is however, also the draw effect of the new pools and the attractiveness factor 
and this will increase the usage of these pools over the first 2- 3 years. Over this time 
the used capacity of the Ealing pools is going to be above the pools full level but this 
should settle down and over time the demand for an additional 225 square metres of 
water, is accurate.  
 
The size and ownership of the swimming pools in Ealing is unbalanced, the 4 public 
pools have significantly more water space than the 6 private pools, however the 
network of private pools is bigger but with a membership system, which restricts 
access for some user groups.  The evidence base contains a supply and demand 
assessment of the level of unmet demand for swimming in 2021 based only on the 4 
Ealing public swimming pools sites, discounting the 6 commercial sites. Based on 
this assessment the level of unmet demand for swimming in 2021 created by 



50 

 

excluding the commercial pools is projected to be 275 square metres of water in 
comparison to 225 square meters of water if the private pools are included.  
This unmet demand is a combination of some pools, like the new Gurnell Leisure 
Centre and the new Acton facility being full and some demand remaining outside the 
walk to catchment area of any pool.  These findings seem to indicate there would be 
a demand for the new pool developments in Acton and at Gurnell Leisure Centre as 
well as an additional 4 to 6 lane 25 metre pool. 
 
Accessibility to pools is also a major factor to consider now and in the future, based 
on a 20 minute drive time, Ealing’s population has access to at least 5 swimming 
pools located both inside and outside the borough, so no strategic or locational 
planning issues.  However, based on the 20 minute/1mile walk to catchment area, 
15% of the Ealing population live outside the catchment area of any swimming pool 
and only 54% of the Ealing population have access to 2 swimming pools, so there is 
limited access to pools based on the walk to catchment area. 
 
The evidence base sets out the percentage of visits to swimming pools by each 
travel mode and this context has to be considered to be able to determine the impact 
of this key issue on access.  In scenario 2, it is estimated that 71% of all visits to 
swimming pools are by car; with 7.5% by public transport; and 22.5% by walking. 
 
So between 1 in 4 and 1 in 5 of all visits to swimming pools are estimated to be on 
foot by 2021 and 15% of the Ealing population live outside the catchment area of any 
pool, this suggests there is a reasonable scale of limited accessibility to pools in the 
walk to category.  Any new swimming pool provision in addition to the new pools on 
the former Acton Baths and Gurnell Leisure Centre sites needs to be located to 
increase accessibility in the walk to catchment area, shown on the first maps in this 
section.  
 
The FPM analysis found that the proposed developments tested in scenario 2 were 
justified to meet the projected demand for swimming in 2021, based on both 
population growth and projected increases in swimming participation.  If commercial 
pools are excluded from the analysis it is estimated that 275 square metres of 
additional pool space is needed to meet the demand for swimming in 2021.  
 
In addition to the analysis for generic swimming participation, Ealing also has to 
consider the impact of Ealing Swimming Club usage, which includes elite training and 
performance, ideally in the 50 metre pool at Gurnell Leisure Centre.  The size and 
popularity of the club, raises demand above the normal levels considered through the 
FPM process, thus demand for pool space is very likely to be higher in Ealing than 
that shown in the FPM analysis, due to the range of activities currently delivered by 
the largest swimming club in the country for people of all ages and abilities. 
 
Existing usage data for the two biggest public swimming pool facilities; Gurnell 
Leisure Centre and Northolt Leisure Centre show that peak time pool space is at a 
premium especially weekday evenings and both learn to swim programmes are near 
capacity and are larger than those run by facilities in neighbouring boroughs.   
 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
Based on the FPM analysis, the two proposed new pool developments one to 
replace Acton Baths in the near future and the other to replace Gurnell Leisure 
Centre should be actioned, timescales to be determined.  Currently, the new Acton 
facilities will include an 8 lane 25m pool and a 12 x 8m training pool with a moveable 
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floor, this is 96 square metres less than the size of the pool facilities tested in the 
second scenario of the FPM analysis.   
 
Using the FPM analysis an additional 96 square metres of pool space would be 
required in addition to the 225 square metres of pool space or 275 public pool space 
already stated.  Results indicate that there would potentially be demand for an 
additional 321 square metres of pool space or 371 square metres of public pool 
space to satisfy demand in 2021 assuming that the new Gurnell Leisure Centre 
replacement facility will be an 8 lane 50m pool plus 16 x 12m ancillary pool with 
moveable floor.  This additional pool space is equivalent to a 6 lane 25m pool. 
 
In addition to the two major pool developments a potential site for a new pool should 
also be identified based on the FPM catchment analysis, which shows the current 
areas which lay outside the 20 minute walk/1 mile walk catchments of existing pools.  
Any new facilities should include a main pool as well as an ancillary pool 
approximately 16 x 12m with moveable floor, to allow for a range of different activities 
to take place.   
 
New facilities should also include as standard, the latest equipment to enable people 
with additional needs to access changing rooms and the pools as easily as possible.  
Ideally it should be also possible to screen off certain water space to enable single 
sex activities to take place.   
 
Community access to swimming pools would also be improved if the pool located at 
Notting Hill and Ealing High School became available for community use.  Future 
feasibility work should also be undertaken to determine the future options for 
Dormers Wells Leisure Centre pool, built in 1972; should the pool be refurbished or 
rebuilt on the same site or replaced by a pool at a different location.   
 
Use should be made of Sport England’s Affordable Community Swimming pools 
model, which captures the key issues in relation to strategic planning, design, capital 
costs, operational budget and programme of use.   
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SPORTS HALLS  

   
The overall aim is to have a network of sports halls geographically spread across 
Ealing, which are accessible to the public out of school hours at an affordable price 
offering access to indoor facilities in line with local demand. 
 
In order to achieve this aim there is a need to assess the existing sports hall stock 
available to the community on a regular basis and how this may change in the future 
due to the population growth and a rise in participation.  
 
 
The current location of sports halls in Ealing 
There are currently 14 sports hall facilities available for community use, including 3 
sports hall size areas located at two community centres, which are not exclusively for 
sports use.  In addition to these two sites there are also two schools, which give the 
community limited access to facilities mainly through club use only.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. Site Area 
sqm 

Ownership/Use Year built/ 
Refurbished 

Size 
(Cts)  

1 Brentside Sports 
Centre 

609 PFI school – Club 
use 

2003 4 

2 Dormers Wells Leisure 
Centre 

891 Council – pay and 
play 

1972 6 

3 Ellen Wilkinson High 
School 

594 Council - school 2009 4 

4 Elthorne Sports Centre 561 Council – pay and 
play 

1984/2005 4 

5 Featherstone Sports 629 Council – school 1996 5 
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Centre pay and play 

6 Greenford Sports 
Centre  

594 PFI school – 
Council pay and 
play 

2008 4 
 

7 Northolt High Sports 
Centre 

594 Council – school 
pay and play  

2006 4 

8 Reynolds Sports 
Centre 

561 PFI school – 
Council pay and 
play 

2007 4 

9 Southall Sports Centre 700 College – pay 
and play 

2002 4 

10 Twyford Sports Centre 569 Council – pay and 
play 

1989 4 

11 West London Academy 
Sports Centre 

594 Academy – pay 
and play 

2005 4 

12 Hanwell Community 
Centre (Hall 1) 

561 Council – Club 
use 

1938/2004 4 

13  Hanwell Community 
Centre (Hall 2) 

570 Council – Club 
use 

1938/2003 3 

14 Perivale Community 
Centre 

459 Council – Club 
use 

1994 3 

    Total 53 

 
 
Assessment of the demand and supply of sports hall facilities now and in 2021. 
Sport England’s extensive range of planning tools can be used to assess the same 
demand and supply factors as those for swimming pools and again the Facility 
Planning Model (FPM) provides the most comprehensive assessment.  The FPM 
only recognises halls of a certain size, approximately equivalent to 3 badminton 
courts, that are open for community use either on a pay and play basis or through 
club use.  Smaller ancillary halls of 3 courts or more on a site are also included. 
 
Using the FPM on a London wide basis, it has been established that demand 
exceeds supply by 691 badminton courts or the equivalent of 172 four badminton 
court sports halls.  West London has a deficit of 152 badminton courts or 38 four 
court sports halls.  By 2021, West London will have a deficit of 150 badminton courts. 
 
This work is based on the current assessment of the sports hall stock and then 
building up a picture of change based on assessing the impact of changes in 
population, sports hall participation and changes in sports hall supply so as to assess 
the impact of each change on the overall strategic provision for sports halls and what 
this means spatially and in demand terms in Ealing up to 2021 and beyond. 
 
When deciding on which scenarios to test, the following key drivers for change were 
considered; the population increase, the projected participation increase of 1% per 
annum and the ownership and quality of the current stock of facilities. These drivers 
for change had to be identified and assessed as to their individual and collective 
impact in the assessment of the future provision for sports halls.   
 
Ealing carried out 3 separate pieces of analysis using Sport England’s FPM, the 
complete findings are set out in a separate report, but the findings from two of the 
scenarios form the basis for this assessment.  
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The first scenario assessed the current supply and current demand for sports halls in 
2010, to establish a baseline position on supply and demand for sports hall facilities.  
The second scenario assessed the future demand for sports halls in 2021 based on 
population projections for the study area surrounding Ealing and the Ealing 
population projections and new housing allocations, plus the impact of a projected 
1% increase in hall sports participation each year between 2010 – 2021, an 11% 
increase in total between the two years. 
 
 
Current supply and demand analysis for sports hall in Ealing (Scenario 1) 
There are currently 12 individual sports hall sites in the borough, in a mixture of 
locations.  The predominant size of the sports halls is 4 badminton courts, with 9 out 
of the 12 sites being this size. There is one 3 badminton court size sports hall at 
Perivale Community Centre, a 6 badminton court size sports hall at Dormers Wells 
Leisure Centre, a 5 court sports hall at Featherstone Sports Centre and a 7 
badminton court facility made up of two areas at Hanwell Community Centre. Ellen 
Wilkinson school sports hall was not included in this scenario because regular 
community use has not yet been established. 
 
The findings in scenario one establish the baseline position for Ealing with regard to 
current demand and supply for sports halls, accessibility to existing sports halls by 
car, public transport and on foot and the capacity and location of existing facilities.  

   
The location and distribution of the 12 sites including an illustration of the 1 mile/20 
minutes walk to catchment area is set out in map 6 below. There is excellent 
geographical coverage of the borough based on the sports hall locations and the only 
area outside the walk to catchment area of any sports hall is to the North and North 
East of Central Ealing. 
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Map 6: Sports hall locations in 2010 with walk to catchment area 
 
 
Supply and demand for sports halls in Ealing 
In terms of the current supply and demand for sports halls, total capacity is 10,200 
visits, whilst total demand is 15,600. So the current demand for sports halls across 
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the borough is greater than supply by 5,400 visits. Or put another way total capacity 
is only 65.3% of total demand. 

 
In terms of the amount of sports hall demand, which can be satisfied, this is high at 
89.4% of the total sports hall demand. This means that 89% of the Ealing total 
demand for sports halls is located within the catchment area of a sports hall and the 
facilities can absorb the demand.  
 
Given satisfied demand is 89.4% this means unmet demand is 10.6% of total 
demand. The reason there is unmet demand is because some of the sports halls are 
projected to be full, these being; Perivale Community Centre; Reynolds Sports 
Centre; and Twyford Sports Centre. Also there is unmet demand located outside the 
walk to catchment area of any sports hall the area North and North East of Central 
Ealing.  
 
Unmet demand at 10.6% of total demand is 1,651 visits, which equates to just over 8 
badminton courts. So the level of unmet demand in the baseline year of 2010 is quite 
significant. 
 
Ealing retains 57% of its own demand for sports halls and exports 43% of its total 
demand for sports halls, which is satisfied at sports halls in neighbouring authorities. 
This is a very low level of retained demand and also a high level of exported demand. 
The biggest exports are to Hounslow at 19% and Hillingdon where 20% of the Ealing 
demand is met.  Brent absorbs 3% and 1% goes outside the study area. 
 
Ealing also imports demand into the borough where the closest sports hall to 
residents in neighbouring authorities is located in Ealing.  Some 14% of the satisfied 
demand at Ealing’s sports halls is imported, with 1% coming from each of Hillingdon 
and Hounslow, 5% from Brent, 4% coming from Harrow and 3% form Hammersmith 
and Fulham.  So Ealing is a net exporter of sports hall demand and sports halls in 
both Hillingdon and Hounslow are better placed geographically to absorb much of the 
Ealing demand.   
 

 
Accessibility to Ealing’s sports halls  
Accessibility to sports halls is very important and in strategic planning terms it is 
possible to measure accessibility based on where people live, the location of the 
sports halls and the travel patterns to halls by people using a car, taking public 
transport and walking. These travel patterns can then be looked at in relation to the 
catchment area of the sports halls based on each mode of travel. It is possible to 
measure and overlay this assessment, which is based on Sport England research 
through its sports hall user surveys and Benchmarking Service on the travel patterns 
to facilities and then applying this information to the Ealing population.   
 
Based on this work it is estimated that in Ealing some 76% of all visits to sports halls 
are made by car, based on a 20 minute drive time catchment, 4% of visits are made 
by public transport, based on a 15 minute catchment area and 20% are made by 
walking, based on a 20 minute/1 mile walk to catchment area.   
  
There is excellent accessibly to sports halls based on the car borne catchment area 
with most areas of the borough having access to over 15 sports halls, not all these 
sports halls will be located in Ealing. This is shown in the map 7 below. 
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Map 7: Accessibility to sports halls in 2010 based on the 20 minute drive time 
catchment area 
 
In terms of accessibility by the population to sports halls based on the walk to 
catchment area then the picture is very different, with 12% of Ealing’s population 
living outside the catchment area of any sports hall. This finding has to be linked with 
the estimate that 20% of all visits to sports halls are on foot.  
 
The following map identifies the areas of the borough, which are outside the walk to 
catchment area of any sports hall. This is the area to the east of Central Ealing and 
the far North West of the borough.  
 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Map 8: Accessibility to sports halls in 2010 based on the 20 minute/1 mile walk 
to catchment area for all sites 



















































































































HammersmithHammersmithHammersmithHammersmithHammersmithHammersmithHammersmithHammersmithHammersmith

& Fulham& Fulham& Fulham& Fulham& Fulham& Fulham& Fulham& Fulham& Fulham

HillingdonHillingdonHillingdonHillingdonHillingdonHillingdonHillingdonHillingdonHillingdon

HarrowHarrowHarrowHarrowHarrowHarrowHarrowHarrowHarrow

HounslowHounslowHounslowHounslowHounslowHounslowHounslowHounslowHounslow

BrentBrentBrentBrentBrentBrentBrentBrentBrent

HANWELLHANWELLHANWELLHANWELLHANWELLHANWELLHANWELLHANWELLHANWELL

BRENTSIDEBRENTSIDEBRENTSIDEBRENTSIDEBRENTSIDEBRENTSIDEBRENTSIDEBRENTSIDEBRENTSIDE
EalingEalingEalingEalingEalingEalingEalingEalingEaling

Ealing

Hammersmith

A307

A40

A4

A30
A316

A406

A205

A3220

A41

A219

A4180

A312

M
41

A40(M)

M
4

M4

DORMERS WELLSDORMERS WELLSDORMERS WELLSDORMERS WELLSDORMERS WELLSDORMERS WELLSDORMERS WELLSDORMERS WELLSDORMERS WELLS

ELTHORNEELTHORNEELTHORNEELTHORNEELTHORNEELTHORNEELTHORNEELTHORNEELTHORNE
FEATHERSTONEFEATHERSTONEFEATHERSTONEFEATHERSTONEFEATHERSTONEFEATHERSTONEFEATHERSTONEFEATHERSTONEFEATHERSTONE

GREENFORD SCGREENFORD SCGREENFORD SCGREENFORD SCGREENFORD SCGREENFORD SCGREENFORD SCGREENFORD SCGREENFORD SC

NORTHOLTNORTHOLTNORTHOLTNORTHOLTNORTHOLTNORTHOLTNORTHOLTNORTHOLTNORTHOLT

PERIVALEPERIVALEPERIVALEPERIVALEPERIVALEPERIVALEPERIVALEPERIVALEPERIVALE

REYNOLDSREYNOLDSREYNOLDSREYNOLDSREYNOLDSREYNOLDSREYNOLDSREYNOLDSREYNOLDSSOUTHALLSOUTHALLSOUTHALLSOUTHALLSOUTHALLSOUTHALLSOUTHALLSOUTHALLSOUTHALL

TWYFORDTWYFORDTWYFORDTWYFORDTWYFORDTWYFORDTWYFORDTWYFORDTWYFORD

WEST LONDONWEST LONDONWEST LONDONWEST LONDONWEST LONDONWEST LONDONWEST LONDONWEST LONDONWEST LONDON

EALING HALLS FPM
NUMBER OF ACCESSIBLE HALLS WITHIN WALKING CATCHMENTS


Hall Site

with 1Mile

walking catchment

Key

7 - 8

6

5

4

3

2

1

0

Number of Halls within

20 mins walking time

(Approx 1 Mile)

of OA centroids

RUN 1 CURRENT SUPPLY, 2010 DEMAND

Large OAs show colouring

outside circles

OA boundary

Additional material ®Sport England 2010

Source: 2001 Census, Output Area Boundaries, ITN Roads data.

® Crown Copyright 2010. Licence numbers C02W0003683 & 100033111

Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO

®The Automobile Association 1999, all rights reserved

Map produced by The Planning Data Management Service

02/03/10 Job BZ  using Mapinfo for Sport England

 



57 

 

Ealing’s sports halls are currently estimated to be full, as used capacity at peak times 
is at 89%, which is above the halls full level when facilities are comfortably full at 80% 
of their total capacity.  To a large extent this position is helped by the estimate that 
43% of the total Ealing demand for sports halls which is satisfied demand is exported 
outside the borough and Ealing only imports 14% of demand.    
 
In addition to the existing sports halls estimated to be full there are, as reported 
earlier, there are also areas of unmet demand for sports halls. Current unmet 
demand for sports halls is 10.6% of total demand around1,651 visits, which equates 
to just over 8 badminton courts. Ealing currently has 53 badminton courts. So the 
level of unmet demand in the baseline year of 2010 is quite significant in scale terms. 
 
The distribution of this unmet demand and its scale is set out in map 9 below. As the 
map illustrates the highest level of unmet demand at around 1 badminton court in 1 
kilometre grid squares is located in the SE area of the borough close to the 
Hammersmith and Fulham boundary.  This is the “hot spot” area for new sports hall 
provision and is also the area of least sports hall supply in the borough; locations of 
sports halls are shown by black dots. The west side of the borough has a lower level 
of unmet demand and a higher number of sports halls.  
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Map 9: Location and scale of unmet demand for sports halls in Ealing in 2010 
 
 
Future Supply and Demand Analysis for sports halls in Ealing (scenario 2) 
A number of scenarios relating to sports hall supply and demand were run through 
the Facility Planning Model (FPM), for the purposes of this strategy the second 
scenario assessed the future demand for sports halls in 2021 based on GLA 
population projections for the study area surrounding Ealing and the Ealing 
population projections and new housing allocations. This scenario also included a 
projected annual 1% increase in hall sports participation from 2010 to 2021, an 11% 
increase in total.  
 
The supply side assumptions in this scenario included 4 new sports halls being built 
under the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme and available for 
community use as well as Ellen Wilkinson’s High School’s existing sports hall, which 
potentially could become available for community use in the near future.  The new 
sports halls planned under the BSF programme were all 4 badminton court size and 
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the locations were: Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School; Drayton Manor High School; 
The new school in Greenford, just north of the A40 and Villiers High School.   
 
Note: the BSF programme was cancelled prior to the completion of these new sites, 
however, the rebuilding of Cardinal Wiseman has gone ahead under the BSF 
programme, which means community use of the site is secured and the new high 
school is being built using alternative funding.  Options for the future are discussed in 
more detail at the end of this section. 

 
The main factors to assess in this scenario were the impact of changes in demand 
from population growth and sports hall sport participation rate increases and the 
changes in supply from the 5 additional sports halls potentially available to the 
community by 2021. 
 
 
The impact of the population increase and rise in participation on demand 
The Ealing population is projected to increase to 337,600 people in 2021, up from 
323,150 people in 2010. This is an increase of 14,450 people and represents a 4.4% 
increase over the 2010 figure.   
 
The impact of the population increase, plus the projected annual 1% increase in 
sports hall participation between 2010 and 2021 will increase the total demand for 
sports halls to 17,600 visits by 2021. This is an increase in demand of 2,000 visits 
over the 2010 total demand figure of 15,600 visits or a 12.8% increase in hall sports 
participation over this period. 11% of this increase can be attributed to the annual 1% 
increase in hall sports participation and only 1.8% from the projected increase in 
population.  
 
This level of increase in total demand, is around 300 visits and equates to around the 
provision of between 1 - 2 badminton courts, thus the projected increase in the Ealing 
population between 2010 and 2021 is not a driver for increasing sports hall provision.   
 
 
Impact of the provision of the new sports halls on demand and supply  

The total supply or capacity for sports halls increases during 2010 – 2021 because of 
the provision of the 5 additional sports halls potentially available for community use. 
Total capacity for sports halls in 2021 is 14,300 visits, an increase of 4,100 visits over 
the 2010 sports hall capacity of 10,200 visits. So capacity increases by 40.1%.  

  
Total demand for sports halls increases to 17,600 visits by 2021 an increase of 2,000 
visits over the 2010 total demand figure of 15,600 visits. So total demand increases 
by 12.8% between the two years.  Therefore total demand for sports halls is still 
greater than total supply in 2021 despite the 40.1% increase in total supply between 
the two years. On 2021, total demand is 17,600 visits, whilst total supply is 14,300 
visits.   
 
Satisfied demand for sports halls in 2021 is 89% of total demand, virtually unchanged 
from the 2010 percentage for satisfied demand at 89.4% of total demand. One 
reason for the no change in satisfied demand is because of the predominance of the 
drive to catchment area for halls and that in 2021, 74% of all visits to sports halls will 
be made by car, similar to 75% in 2010.  
 
There is a wide choice of sports halls available for the Ealing population, both inside 
and outside the borough based on the drive to catchment. Across the wider study 
area and in addition to Ealing’s new sports halls, there are 5 other new sports halls 
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planned in other boroughs, increasing the total supply to 75 sports halls, up from 65 
in 2010. The new demand growth is also accessing this increased choice of sports 
halls, so whilst total demand has grown so has total supply. This is why satisfied 
demand has not changed in percentage terms but there is more demand being 
satisfied in visits, 15,700 visits in 2021, compared with 13,900 visits in 2010.   

 
Unmet demand for sports halls in 2021 goes up to 1,900 visits, up from 1,600 visits in 
2010. Unmet demand of 1,900 visits is 11% of total demand and equates to 11 
badminton courts. In 2021 there are a total of 73 badminton courts across Ealing. In 
2010 unmet demand was 1,600 visits or 10.6% of total demand and equated to 8 
badminton courts and there were 53 badminton courts in Ealing in 2010.  

 
In 2021, despite a 40% increase in sports hall capacity there is still an unchanged 
level of unmet demand for sports halls between the two years.  
 
In terms of the sports hall demand from Ealing residents, which is retained at Ealing’s 
sports halls, this shows quite a change in 2021, 68% of all the satisfied demand, 
compared to 57% in 2010.  This means that the increase in supply of sports halls and 
their location is better placed to retain more of the Ealing demand for sports halls 
within the borough.  The maps below illustrate this point.  
 

         
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
The map above shows the location of Sports Halls in 2010 with the 1 Mile/20 
Minute Walk To Catchment Area.                                           
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map 10: Location and catchment areas of sports halls in 2010, based on 20 
minute/1 mile walk to catchment area for all sites 

 
The map above shows the location of sports halls in 2010 and the 20 minute walk 
catchment areas.  The map below shows the location of sports halls 2021 with walk 
to catchments.  
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Map 11: Location and catchment areas of sports halls in 2021, based on 20 
minute/1 mile walk to catchment area for all sites 
 
 
The level of sports hall demand imported into Ealing and satisfied at Ealing’s sports 
halls pools, remains largely unchanged from 2010 to 2021. Of all the demand for 
sports halls met at Ealing facilities in 2021 it is estimated that 16% will be imported.  
This is an increase over the 2010 percentage of 14%. Imported demand is drawn 
from Brent (5%), Hammersmith and Fulham (4%), Hounslow (3%), Harrow and 
Hillingdon (2% each).    
     
The projected level of sports hall used capacity in 2021 is 91.7% an increase from 
2010 position of 89%, well over the 80% “halls full” level.  This is because in 2021 
total demand is greater than total supply and the 40% increase in sports hall capacity 
between the two years is not enough to offset the projected 12.8% increase in total 
demand. 
 
 
Conclusion  

The FPM was used to determine the existing sports hall demand and supply situation 
within Ealing and the future sports hall provision needed to improve access to sports 
halls across the borough and increase participation in sports hall sports.   
 
Currently demand for sports halls exceeds supply, a trend that continues up to 2021, 
based on the projected changes in both sports hall supply and demand over this 
period. The area of greatest unmet demand is in the South East of the borough, 
however if Ealing wishes to retain more of its own demand for sports halls within the 
borough then this suggests the South and West Side of the borough are important 
locations for any new provision.  However, if you exclude the community centres 
because these facilities are not dedicated for sports use, then a major area of unmet 
demand exists in the centre of the borough and the Perivale area. 
 
Given the drivers of the demand increase are known and that an annual 1% increase 
in hall sports participation equates to the need for 11 badminton courts by 2021 (with 
the 1.8% increase in demand from population change) then the increase or decrease 
in hall sports participation can be monitored annually and used to assess the sports 
hall needs. More than 1% equates to more than 11 badminton courts or a 0.5% 
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increase equates to around 6 badminton courts. The evidence base has provided the 
parameters for achieving the supply and demand balance over a long period of time.   
 
The Ealing provision of sports halls is very much dominated by the 4 badminton court 
size sports hall, which provides for the full range of indoor hall sports at the 
recreational level but is limited in space to allow dual programming of activities, or, 
the holding of events and competitions.  A sports hall of 6 to 8 court size would give 
the flexibility to programme several activities at the same time and give the 
opportunity to host events and competitions for a wide range of indoor sports.  The 
optimum location for new provision has already been identified as the South East 
corner of the borough. 

   
Accessibility to sports halls now and by 2021 based on their location, catchment area 
and travel modes are very contrasting.  Based on car travel there is no strategic or 
locational problem of accessing sports halls, within the 20-minute drive time. 
However based on the 20 minute walk to catchment area there are areas of the 
borough where there is very limited access to any or only 1-2 sports halls.  Currently 
only 22% of the demand for a sports hall is by people on foot.   
 
There is no one location to provide a new sports hall, which will increase accessibility 
for the walk to catchment.  By placing a new facility in the areas of unmet demand, 
access on foot will only improve by between 2% - 3%. Therefore any new provision 
of sports halls should not solely be determined by increasing access on foot. 
 
Accessibility could be improved by trying to change or influence people’s travel 
patterns resulting in an increase in people using public transport to get to sports 
halls. In 2010 it is estimated that under 5% of all visits to sports halls are by public 
transport and this is estimated not to change by 2021.       
 
The second scenario was based on the provision of new facilities through the 
Building Schools for the Future programme, however, this funding stream is no 
longer available and future funding of new facilities is uncertain.  If fewer than 5 new 
4 court sports hall facilities become available for community use before 2021 and the 
predicted population growth and rise in participation do happen, there are significant 
implications for the supply and demand balance and projected need in 2021.   
 
By using the evidence base established in scenario 2, the difference between total 
supply and total demand by 2021 would be 7,400 visits. Or put another way total 
supply would be 57.9% of total demand by 2021. 
  
It is not possible to assess how much of the total demand would be satisfied demand 
and how much would be unmet demand without doing this specific piece of analysis.  
However if unmet demand was to be 30% of the total demand, which seems 
reasonable, given that with the 5 additional sports halls included unmet demand is 
11% of total demand, then unmet demand at this percentage is 5,280 visits and this 
equates to around 26 badminton courts, which represents 50% of the current 2010 
Ealing supply. 
 
The current outlook is that 12 new courts will be available for community use by 2021 
rather than the 20 courts modelled using the FPM, therefore Ealing will have a further 
supply shortage of 34 badminton courts by 2021.  The demand and supply gap will 
increase further if you consider that the two community centre facilities currently 
“providing” 10 courts are not dedicated for sports use.  It must also be noted that in 
reality very little spare sports hall capacity exists at any of Ealing’s dual use sports 
centres. 
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Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
Based on the FPM analysis detailed in scenario 2, the planned number and location 
of the new facilities would meet a large percentage of the estimated demand for 
2021.  Therefore alternative sources of funding need to be identified to deliver all the 
planned new facilities either on or close to the identified school sites in scenario 2: 
Cardinal Wiseman High School; Drayton Manor High School; the new school in 
Greenford, just north of the A40 and Villiers High School.  Regular community access 
also needs to be secured at Ellen Wilkinson High School.   
 
The new sports facilities at Cardinal Wiseman HS are being built with funding from 
the Building Schools for the Future programme and will include a four court sports 
hall, available for affordable community use early in 2014.  Sports facilities at the new 
high school in Greenford will also include a four court sports hall and will be available 
late in 2013.  The borough is planning to remodel/rebuild both Drayton Manor High 
School and Villiers High School before 2016, it is currently unknown if this work will 
include a sports hall on each or either site.   
 
The recently opened 8 court sports hall facility at Osterley Sports Centre will improve 
access for people living in the south of the borough and will also provide an easily 
accessible West London competition venue for a range of indoor sports. A possible 
alternative or additional idea to locating new indoor sports facilities on school sites is 
to look at the co-location of indoor and outdoor sports facilities at the strategically 
important sports grounds. This would mean that these indoor facilities would be 
accessible during the day, unlike those on school sites. 
 
Consideration should be given to using alternatives to a traditional four court sports 
hall construction, including air domes and covered structures.  These more cost 
effective facilities should ideally be located alongside existing indoor or outdoor 
ancillary facilities thus saving money by making the best use of existing operational 
and management arrangements and widening the range of sports facilities at a 
particular site.  
 
All existing and new sports halls on school sites should be available for community 
use outside of school hours, at a reasonable price and with appropriate staffing and 
management systems in place.   
 
Use should be made of Sport England’s Affordable Community Sports hall model, 
which captures the key issues in relation to strategic planning, design, capital costs, 
operational budget and programme of use.   
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HEALTH AND FITNESS CENTRES 
 

Sport England defines health and fitness centres as those facilities providing fitness 
stations for both cardiovascular and strength training, more commonly known as 
gyms, and excludes spaces for aerobics and dance activities.   
 
Current supply of health and fitness stations  
There are 32 health and fitness venues providing a total of 2444 health and fitness 
stations across the borough.  Of these 11 are available to the public on a pay and 
play basis, mainly on Council owned and school sites, 19 are for registered members 
only, mainly in the commercial sector and 2 are for school use only. 
 
In terms of availability for the wider community, 623 stations are there for pay and 
play use (28%), 1778 are for registered members only (70%) and 43 (2%) for private 
use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. Site Ownership/Use Stations Year built/ 
Refurbished 

1 Cayton Green Sports Club 6 2010 

2 David Lloyd (Sudbury Hill) Member only 195 1998/2009 

3 Dormers Wells Leisure Centre Council - public 68 2001/2007 

4 Drayton Manor High School School use only 9 1996 

5 Ealing Squash & Fitness Club Member only 110 2000/2009 

6 Eden Fitness Member only 52 2007 

7 Elthorne Sports Centre Council - public 17 1984/2004 

8 Energize Fitness Centre Acton Member only 50 2005 

9 Energize Fitness Centre Ealing Member only 50 2004 

10 Featherstone Sports Centre School - public 34 2003 

11 Fitness First Health Club 
(Acton) Member only 95 

2000/2008 
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12 8th level (formerly Jealous) Member only 42 1997/2008 

13 Golds Gym Member only 103 1997/2003 

14 Greenford Sports Centre Council - public 45 2008 

15 Gurnell Leisure Centre Council - public 103 1981/2007/2012 

16 Hooks Gym Member only 120 2007 

17 Kiss Gym Member only 120 2012 

18 LA Fitness Member only 63 1995/2008 

19 Northolt Leisure Centre  Council - public 150 2010 

20 Osterley Sports Club Member only 11 2001 

21 Perivale Park Athletics Track Council - public 14 1987/2001 

22 Revive Health Club (Crowne 
Plaza)  25 

2010 

23 Reynolds Sports Centre Council - public 25 2007 

24 St Benedict’s School School use only 34 2004/2009 

25 Southall Sports Centre  
Main gym 
Women only gym Council - public 

100 
40 

2005 

26 The Gym  170 2011 

27 The Park Club Member only 96 2000/2006 

28 The Wellbeing Centre, Acton  9 2010 

29 Trailfinders Sports Club Member only 10 2001 

30 Virgin Active (Ealing) Member only 118 1993/2007 

31 Virgin Active West London  Member only 358 2002/2008 

32 West London Academy Sports 
Centre 

School - public 21 2005 

 Total  2444  

 
The assessment below is based as before on the tools available from Sport England, 
although these are more limited than for swimming pools, sports halls and AGP’s. 
 
In addition to the 32 facilities in Ealing, there are a large number of other centres 
outside the borough, but within 15 minutes drive of Central Ealing.  Facilities in and 
around the borough are marked with a yellow dot on the map below. 
   

 
 
Map 12: Location of health and fitness centres in and around Ealing  
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By using another Sport England Planning Tool, it can be determined how many 
available stations there are per 1000 population, figures include all facilities including 
those recently closed, applied to the 2001 population for comparison. 
 
Ealing is ranked ninth out of 32 local authorities in London, excluding the City of 
London, whose figures are skewed by the low population.  Provision is about a third 
of the best provided local authority, but broadly consistent with neighbouring West 
London boroughs. 
 

Area Averages Stations per 1000 population (2001) 

Ealing 7.27 

London 6.84 

National 5.66 

Best in London (Westminster) * 19.79 

* Excluding the City of London 
 
Active Places Power allows an assessment to be made of accessibility to facilities by 
car, public transport and on foot.  The table below shows the statistics for all three, 
and a map is included which highlights walking access, which is the best indicator of 
accessibility as all residents live within a 10-minute drive of a number of centres, not 
necessarily in the borough.   
 
Public transport access is also good with all residents within a 20 minute journey 
time.  Access on foot is excellent, and almost all local residents live within a 20 
minute walk, which is within normally accepted levels.  This is shown on the map 
below, the blue and green areas highlight those areas on Ealing within a 20 minute 
walk of a gym and/or fitness centre. 
 

 
 
Map 13: Accessibility to gyms by foot 
 
The table below sets out these figures in more detail, the population figures used are 
from the 2001 Census. 
 

 Car Walk Public transport 

0 - 10 minutes 301000 100% 171368 57% 191940 64% 

10 – 20 minutes   124819 41% 109059 36% 

20 – 30 minutes   4430 2%   

30 – 45 minutes   382 < 1%   
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Information on the quality of facilities in Ealing can be estimated from Active Places 
Power, which highlights when a facility was originally built and whether any 
refurbishment has taken place.  Ealing has a number of relatively new facilities with 
all the publicly accessible gyms either built or refurbished after 2000.  
 
 
The table below gives a summary of the year of construction and refurbishment: 
 

Date built Number of facilities and refurbishment details 

Before 1990 4 all refurbished after 2000 

1990 - 1999 7 of which 6 refurbished after 2000 

2000 - 2009 17 of which 6 refurbished after 2000 

2010 -  4 new facilities opened 

 
 
Current demand for health and fitness 
Neither the Active Places Power nor the Facility Planning Model considers health and 
fitness in the same degree of detail as swimming pools, sports halls and AGP’s and 
there is no formula for assessing demand.  The Fitness Industry Association has 
devised a model that provides guidance on the supply of stations against the current 
anticipated demand. 
 
The model defines health and fitness users as all people participating in health and 
fitness, including private club members and users of local authority facilities. The 
model is based on peak period demand, and the peak times are identified as 
weekdays 6pm to 10pm and 12noon to 4pm on the weekend. 
 
For modelling purposes, it is assumed that 65% of the total weekly usage occurs at 
the busiest (peak) time periods. Based on research with health and fitness operators 
it has been assumed that the average member/user visits the facility 2.4 times per 
week.  
 
Sport England’s Active People Survey has been used to understand the percentage 
of the population participating in health and fitness. Nationally, Active People shows 
that 10.6% of the population participate in health and fitness on a weekly basis; this 
figure has been used to reflect the local situation, based on Active People Survey 
data. 
 
Standard Value Total 
Population in 2011 (those aged 15yrs and over)  260,000 
% of population participating in health and fitness 10.6% 27,560 
Average number of visits per week 2.4 66,144 
Number of visits in peak time 65% 42,994 
Number of visits in one hour of peak time 28 1,536 
Total number of stations required (peak time)  1,536 
 
 
This shows that, on this basis, a total of 1,536 stations are required during the peak 
time period to accommodate current levels of demand.  According to Active Places 
Power the current community accessible supply is 2,444, which equates to a surplus 
of 908 stations.  This is largely explained by the good accessibility to facilities in the 
wider area, the likely import of demand from outside the borough and the probability 
that centres are used straight from work by people who live outside Ealing, but travel 
through or work in Ealing. 
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High demand has been experienced at Northolt Leisure Centre, Gurnell Leisure 
Centre and the women only gym at Southall Sports Centre especially during peak 
times on a weekday evening. 
 
 
Future supply and demand 
There is little justification for additional health and fitness clubs at this stage.  
However, new facilities will open in line when new demand is identified and 
opportunities arise to build or develop new facilities.  As new facilities are built in 
response to new demand, it is likely that the opening of new facilities would probably 
not cause too much harm to demand for and use of existing facilities. 
 
On the basis of the current level of provision of 2444 stations, the equivalent of 7.6 
stations available for community use per 1000 population and the same level of 
participation as now plus an increase of 3.8% in the active population, there is a 
potential need in 2021 for a total of 2537 stations, an increase of 93 stations. 
 
If there was to be a 10% increase in participation on top of the active population rise, 
then there is a potential need for 2781 stations. 

 
 

Conclusion 
There are 2444 stations on 32 sites within Ealing.  Around a third of these are pay 
and play facilities within mainly the public sector, and most of the remainder are 
facilities available only by registered membership, mainly in the commercial sector.  
In reality, there are 30 centres available for the community to access either by 
membership or pay and play, with a total of 2401 stations.  Based on the 2011 
population of approximately 323,000, the current level of gym provision available to 
the community is 7.6 stations per 1000 population. 

 
Anticipated demand from within the borough from the FIA methodology is for about 
1,536 stations.  There is no indication of significant import or export of demand.  The 
existence of a majority of centres and stations operating in the commercial sector 
reinforces that there is probably a balance between supply and demand.  Relative 
provision in regional and national terms is high, and accessibility to centres is good, 
even for those residents travelling on foot. 
 

 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
Any increase in member only health and fitness clubs will be determined by market 
demand, any commercial reaction to increases in demand would probably not cause 
harm to existing facilities.  Projects to improve and expand pay and play community 
access gyms in the future include a replacement facility in the new Acton leisure 
complex that will include a 100 station which will be much larger than that offered 
previously at the now closed Acton Baths.   
 
The new extension to the women only gym in Southall Sports Centre opened in 
2011; this expansion is directly related to an increase in demand from women using 
the centre from the local area.  This facility will probably be able to accommodate all 
the demand for women only facilities; therefore no further single sex public facilities 
are planned for the near future. 
 
The Gym Group opened a low cost gym in West Ealing in late 2011. This new type of 
facility may entice users away from other providers on price alone and will also make 
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fitness accessible for some people on a low income who cannot afford other gym 
facilities.  

 
New gym facilities will also be considered for multi sport multi pitch sites, to 
compliment the outdoor facilities available and to meet the demand from users for 
better quality and a wider range of ancillary facilities at outdoor venues.  This option 
will also support the development of a sustainable mix of facilities on specific sites 
and will increase the usage of the sites. 

 
 
 
STUDIOS  
 
The majority of gyms and health centres also have studio facilities that are mainly 
used for group exercise classes, all forms of dance, aerobics and martial arts 
activities.  As well as facilities in sports venues, there are a multitude of community 
and church halls of all shapes and sizes used by local people either on a voluntary or 
commercial basis for these types of activity.  There are too many facilities of this 
nature to capture in this document, but broadly demand for these facilities is greater 
during the evenings and weekends and more capacity is needed at this time but then 
leisure demand falls during the day, when most community halls are used for other 
activities such as nurseries and meetings. 
 
It is essential that any new sports facility developments include at least one 120 
square metre studio but preferably two studios.  This is because most leisure 
facilities work on a membership basis, where gym size and the studio programme are 
major determinants for people making a decision on which facility to use.   
 
Another reason to include studio facilities in new developments is that the vast 
majority of studio class attendees are female who traditionally have lower physical 
activity levels than men, so more studio facilities will contribute to encouraging more 
women to be physically active.  
 
New studio facilities are proposed as part of the sports facilities at Cardinal Wiseman 
High School and the new high school in Greenford.
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INDOOR TENNIS  
 
The assessment below is based as before on the planning tools available from Sport 
England, although these are more limited for indoor tennis than for swimming pools, 
sports halls and AGP’s. 
 
 
Current supply of indoor tennis facilities 
There is currently one facility in Ealing; this is a year round air hall, at Ealing Lawn 
Tennis Club, a large, well-established tennis club located just off Ealing Common. 
The dome at Ealing LTC was built in 1989 and refurbished in 2004, and is 
understood to be in good condition. The club attracts a wide adult and junior 
membership drawn across West London and Middlesex. The club is an LTA elite club 
having attained both LTA Clubmark and Satellite Performance status in 2009.  The 
club is easily accessible by private and public transport and has a car park. 
 

Site name Courts Ownership Year built 

Ealing Lawn Tennis Club 3 Private – Sports club 1989/2004 

The Park Club  
(Temporary air dome erected 
for 6 months only) 

4 Member only 2012 

 
 
Using Active Places Power, a number of other tennis centres outside Ealing but 
within 20 minutes drive of the middle of the borough, have been identified as follows: 
 
Westway Sports Club (16 minutes) 
David Lloyd Club, Hounslow (16 minutes) 
Harrow Leisure Centre (16 minutes) 
 
A further 15 indoor tennis centres are within 20 – 30 minutes drive. 
 

  
 
Map 14: Location of Indoor tennis centres in and around Ealing 
 
By using another Sport England Planning Tool, it can be determined how many 
facilities there are per 1000 population.  Provision for indoor tennis in Ealing is at only 
a third of the regional and national average, and a small proportion of the best 
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provision in London.  Ealing provision is 19th best in London, 13 London boroughs 
have no provision at all.  See table below for more details and the map below 
indicating which areas have the worst provision (blue), this includes Ealing. 
 

Area averages Indoor tennis per 1000 
population 

Available number of 
courts 

Ealing 0.01 3 

London 0.03 219 

England 0.03 1278 

Best in London 
(Hammersmith & Fulham) 

0.157 26 

 
 

 
 
Map 15: Provision of indoor tennis facilities per 1000 
 
The map below generated by Active Places Power, shows that all residents in the 
borough are able to drive to an indoor tennis facility within 20 minutes, and that the 
western part of the borough is slightly less accessible than elsewhere.  This is in 
accordance with the Comprehensive Performance Assessment recommendation that 
all residents should be able to travel to a facility within 20 minutes.   
 
50% of the borough’s population, shown in blue on the map below, live within a 10 
minute drive and the remaining 50% live within a 10 to 20 minute drive of an indoor 
tennis facility.  Walking catchments have not been assessed due to the relative 
distribution of centres.   
 

Sliding scale illustrated as follows: 
 
Red  Best provision 
Orange 
Yellow 
Green 
Blue  Worst provision 
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Map 16: Illustrates the accessibility to indoor tennis facilities by car 
 
  
Current demand for indoor tennis facilities 
There is no central collection process for capturing information about tennis 
participation in Ealing, however the Active People survey indicated that there is a 
higher percentage of men playing tennis in Ealing, than in West London, London or 
nationally, but there are fewer women playing in Ealing than in any other area.  
Further details can be found under outdoor tennis. Both men and women in Ealing 
have expressed a significant interest in playing more tennis, 13% of men and nearly 
5% of women wish to start playing or play more tennis, since last year this figure has 
risen for men and decreased for women. These figures are for tennis in general not 
indoor tennis specifically. 
 
Active Places Power or the FPM do not consider indoor tennis in the same degree of 
detail as some other facilities, and there is no formula for assessing demand.  It is 
possible however to assess demand in broad terms by reference to Lawn Tennis 
Association data.   
 
In ‘Priority Project Funding, Policy and Operational Procedures’, the Lawn Tennis 
Association states that one indoor court can serve 200 regular tennis players. The 
Active People 2 national survey, found that 1.18% of adults regularly, participate 
(once per week) in tennis.  Note: This figure is used in accordance with APS local 
data. 
 
The current adult population of Ealing is approximately 261,000, with a participation 
rate of 1.18%, it can be assumed that there are 3079 adult tennis players in Ealing. 
By adopting the ratio of one indoor court per 200 players, the potential demand would 
be for 15 courts.  This analysis would suggest that up to three 5 court indoor halls 
might be required, based on national participation rates.   
 
There are currently 3 courts available in Ealing, and there is therefore some 
justification to suggest that there is a local demand for additional courts. 
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Future supply and demand 
On the basis of the recommended level of provision stated, the rise in the population 
and an increase in the active population of 3.8% the demand in 2021 would be for a 
total of 16 courts, if there were to be a 10% increase in participation levels then 18 
courts would be needed to fulfil demand. 
 
 

Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
Existing provision for indoor tennis is only a third of the London and national average, 
but access to other facilities outside the borough is good and all residents can drive 
to a centre within 20 minutes and 505 of residents can drive to a facility within 10 
minutes.  On the basis of the average provision in London of 0.03 courts per 1000 
population, Ealing has a shortfall of about 7 indoor tennis courts.  Similarly using LTA 
data on the average court provision required to accommodate demand, there is a 
shortfall of 12 courts.  However this shortfall is mitigated by the other facilities within 
a driving catchment.   
 
It is therefore reasonable to conclude that a further 7 courts might be justified to bring 
local provision up to the level of the London average.  This desirable current level of 
provision is the equivalent of about 1, 4-court centre per 125,000 people. 
 
Indoor tennis provision is usually either club based, or operated in the commercial 
sector, therefore it is appropriate to surmise that any new provision would depend on 
the particular needs of clubs, or a commercial opportunity arising. The Park Club in 
Acton currently has a dome over four courts for six months of the year. If this facility 
expanded to year round provision then there would only be a need for a further 3 
indoor courts in Ealing.  However, use of the Park Club courts is restricted to 
members of the private health club only. 
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INDOOR BOWLS  
 
The assessment below is based as before on the planning tools available from Sport 
England, although these are more limited for indoor tennis than for other facilities. 
 
 
Current supply of indoor bowls facilities 
There are no indoor bowls centres in Ealing.  However using Active Places Power, 4 
facilities outside Ealing and within a 20 minute drive time have been identified and a 
further 5 within a 20 - 30 minutes’ drive, as follows: 
 
Jack HI IBC, Hayes (15 minutes) 
Hounslow IBC (16 minutes) 
Century IBC, Wembley (18 minutes) 
Herga IBC, Harrow (18 minutes) 
 
Cambridge Park IBC, Twickenham (22 minutes) 
Richmond IBC (24 minutes) 
Paddington SC (26 minutes) 
Glebelands IBC (27 minutes) 
Wycombe IBC (29 minutes) 
 

 
 
Map 17: Location of indoor bowls centres in and around Ealing 
 
By using another Sport England Planning Tool, it can be determined how many 
facilities there are per 1000 population, figures include all centres, applied to the 
2001 population for comparison, see table below for details. 
 

Area Averages Capacity ratio per 1000 population Available Rinks 
Ealing 0 0 

London 0.02 145 

National 0.04 1839 

Best in London (Enfield) 0.07 18 
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There are 14 London boroughs without indoor bowls provision.  London provision is 
very low compared with the national average, which itself differs from region to region 
– in the neighbouring East region, the average provision is 0.07 rinks per 1000, and 
the best Local Authority provision is 0.28 rinks per 1000.  
 

 
 
Map 18: Provision of indoor bowls per 1000 in London 
 
Another Sport England Planning Tool assesses whether there are enough indoor 
bowls rinks in a Local Authority area to meet demand generated in that area.  A 
score of 100% indicates that demand is being met in statistical terms.  However, 
scores do not take into account the import and export of demand between Local 
Authority areas, location of facilities within the area or the condition of facilities, and 
therefore should be considered with caution.  Clearly the figure in Ealing is 0% 
because of the lack of supply but it is useful to compare supply and demand in 
surrounding boroughs, and also to estimate the likely demand for bowls in Ealing. 
The table below provides a quick summary of this comparison. 
 

Area Capacity Demand Balance % of demand met 

Ealing 0 2246 -2246 0% 

England    58.34% 

London    38.92% 

Harrow 1092 1766 -674 61.80% 

Brent 936 2030 -1094 46.10% 

Hounslow 534 1588 -1054 33.60% 

Hillingdon 436.5 2025 -1588 21.60% 

Hammersmith & Fulham 0 1146 -1146 0% 

 
From the information collected on demand and the likely propensity to take part in 
bowls, derived from national surveys, it appears that even nationally less than 2/3 of 
demand is met, and in London this is only about 1/3.  The neighbouring boroughs 
between them reflect the London-wide figure.  There is a case based on these 
figures that a bowls centre might be provided to meet an unmet demand in Ealing. 
 
The map below generated by Active Places Power, shows that despite the lack of an 
indoor bowls centre in the borough, accessibility for Ealing residents to indoor bowls 
facilities is good, with nearly all the population able to access a centre within a 20 

Sliding scale illustrated as follows: 
 
Red  Best provision 
Orange 
Yellow 
Green 
Blue  Worst provision 
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minute drive.  More specifically 16% of residents live within a 10 minute drive (blue 
area), 81% live within a 10 to 20 minute drive (green area) and only 3% live within a 
20 to 30 minute drive (yellow area) of an indoor bowls centre.   
 
 

 
 
Map 19: Accessibility to indoor bowls facilities by car  
 
 
Current demand for indoor bowls facilities 
There is no central collection process for capturing information about bowls 
participation in Ealing, however the Active People Survey indicated that general 
participation rates in Ealing are low for both men and women in comparison to West 
London, London and the country as a whole.  Further details about bowls 
participation can be found under outdoor bowls.   
 
 
Future supply and demand 
On the basis of the recommended level of provision of 1, 6 rink centre per 320,000 
people, the rise in the population and an increase in the 55+ age group of 23%, there 
is a potential need for 7.5 rinks, if there were to be a 10% increase in participation 
levels then 8 rinks would be needed to fulfil demand.   
 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
There is no indoor bowls centre in Ealing, however, virtually all Ealing residents live 
within a 20 minute drive of an indoor bowls centre.  A centre in Ealing would reduce 
journey times and would possibly allow local development of the sport. 
 
Bowls is a club-based sport, and would depend on clubs taking on the initiative.  The 
viability of such a facility in Ealing would also depend to some extent on the usage 
and capacity of other nearby centres.  Any new facility would ideally complement 
existing outdoor provision and be located close to known demand.  There are no 
immediate plans to build an indoor bowls facility in Ealing and a thorough feasibility 
study would need to be undertaken before any future development was considered. 
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BOXING 
There are three amateur boxing clubs in Ealing, the Hanwell School of Boxing is 
located off Northfields Avenue in Hanwell and Northolt Amateur Boxing Club 
currently based at Rowdell Road in Northolt but will be moving to a new purpose built 
facility at Lord Halsbury Playing Fields in the summer of 2013.  There is also a multi 
discipline club in Park Royal, Acton that offers Boxing activities.  A number of sports 
centres also offer non-contact boxing or boxercise activities. 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
There are currently no plans to develop another boxing facility however, there are 
plans to upgrade and improve existing provision by relocating Northolt Boxing Club to 
a more appropriate facility.    
 

 

CLIMBING 
There are currently two climbing walls in Ealing, one at Featherstone Sports Centre, 
opened late in 2010, the other at West London Academy Sports Centre, built in 2008.  
There are also climbing facilities in neighbouring boroughs, including the climbing 
centre at Westway Sports Centre, one of the best facilities in London.  There are also 
climbing walls at Brunel University Sports Centre, Harrow Leisure Centre and 
Heathlands School in Hounslow. 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
There are currently no plans to install more climbing walls but if that decision 
changed then provision would be towards the centre or east of the borough and 
would ideally be attached to an existing facility.   
 
 

GYMNASTICS AND TRAMPOLINING  
Ealing currently does not have a dedicated gymnastics trampolining facility.  There 
are a number of specialist facilities of this type within a 15 - 20 mile radius which 
include facilities in Hayes, Heathrow, Hendon, Camden, Richmond and Harrow.   
A central daytime access dedicated facility would have a positive impact on the 
delivery of community, school and club based gymnastics and trampolining in Ealing. 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
Ealing has an aspiration to build a permanent purpose built facility to provide Ealing 
residents of all ages and abilities the opportunity to take part in gymnastics and 
trampolining at a dedicated facility, ideally located centrally with good road and public 
transport access.  British Gymnastics at regional and national level have identified 
the need for a dedicated gymnastics and trampolining facility in Ealing.  
 
 

SQUASH 
There are 3 squash facilities in Ealing, comprising 7 courts, 2 are based within 
private members only health and fitness clubs and the third is located at a multi 
sports club in Acton.  The Active People survey results indicate that Ealing has a 
higher participation rate amongst men than West London, London and nationally, but 
a lower rate across the same areas for women’s participation.  This is surprising 
when you consider the relative lack of both public and private facilities in Ealing.  The 
survey doesn’t indicate any significant future demand for squash in Ealing. 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
There are currently no plans to build new squash courts in Ealing. 
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POTENTIAL INDOOR SPORTS FACILITY DEVELOPMENTS  
 

Indoor Sports Facilities 
Short term = 1 – 2 years, Medium term = 3 – 6 years, Long term = 7 years plus 

Venue Location Existing features Timescale 
& Priority 

Future development options 

Public swimming pools 
Acton Baths Acton 2 swimming pools 

Group exercise studio 
Gym (30 station) 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

Redevelopment as part of the Acton Town 
Centre Regeneration Project, resulting in: 
8 x 25m main pool 
12 x 8m teaching pool with movable floor  
Gym (100+ station)  
2 Dance/Group Exercise studios 

Dormers 
Wells Leisure 
Centre 

Southall 1 swimming pool 
Group exercise studio 
6 court sports hall 
3 outdoor floodlit MUGA’s 
Gym (60 station) 

Long term 
& high 
priority 

Refurbishment/rebuild of swimming pool 

Gurnell 
Leisure 
Centre 

West 
Ealing 

2 swimming pools 
Group exercise studio 
Gym (80 station) 
Poolside sauna & steam 
Meeting room 
3 grass pitches 

Long term 
& high 
priority 

Replacement of existing facilities to include 
8 lane 50m pool 
12 x 16m teaching pool with movable floor 
2 Dance/Group exercise studios 
Gym (100 station) 
Retention of grass pitches 

Northolt 
Leisure 
Centre 

Northolt 2 swimming pools 
Group exercise studio 
2 court community hall 
Meeting room 
Library 
Gym (150 station) 

Not 
applicable 

No developments planned at this time 
although consideration could be given to a 
soft play area in the centre 

Public sports centres accessible to clubs and/or the public on a pay and play basis 

Elthorne 
Sports Centre 

Hanwell 4 court sports hall 
Gym (17 station) 
3 outdoor floodlit MUGA’s 
1 4G 5 v 5 floodlit AGP 

Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

New replacement 4 court sports hall 
New gym (60+ station) 
1 Dance/Group exercise studio 
New changing rooms – outdoor and indoor 

Greenford 
Sports Centre 

Southall 4 court sports hall 
1 court ancillary hall 
Gym (36 station) 
2 outdoor floodlit MUGA’s 

Not 
applicable 

No developments planned at this time 

Northolt High 
Sports Centre 

Northolt 4 court sports hall 
1 full size floodlit 3G pitch 

Not 
applicable 

No developments planned at this time 

Reynolds 
Sports Centre 

Acton 4 court sports hall 
Group exercise studio 
Gym (29 station) 
4 outdoor floodlit MUGA’s 

Not 
applicable 

No developments planned at this time 

Southall 
Sports Centre 

Southall 4 court sports hall 
Group exercise studio 
Gym (102 station) 
Women only gym (12 station)  

Not 
applicable 

No developments planned at this time 

Twyford 
Sports Centre 

Acton 4 court sports hall 
Ancillary hall 
Club/meeting room 
3 Netball court floodlit area 

Not 
applicable 

No developments planned at this time 

Brentside 
Sports Centre 

West 
Ealing 

4 court sports hall 
1 full size floodlit sand based 
AGP 
3 outdoor floodlit tennis courts 

Not 
applicable 

No developments planned at this time 



78 

 

 
Featherstone 
Sports Centre 

Southall 5 court sports hall 
2 Dance/Group exercise 
studios 
Gym (31 station) 
1 full size floodlit sand based 
AGP 
Climbing wall 
2 outdoor floodlit tennis courts 

Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Conversion of floodlit tennis courts to AGP 
surface for primarily football use 

West London 
Academy 

Northolt 4 court sports hall 
1 court ancillary hall 
Climbing Wall 
Gym (21 station) 
1 full size floodlit sand based 
AGP 

Not 
applicable 

No developments planned at this time 

Existing facilities not currently available for community use 

Ellen 
Wilkinson 
School 

Acton 4 court sports hall 
1 Redgra pitch 

Medium 
term & low 
priority 

Conversion of redgra pitch to floodlit full 
size AGP or small sided AGP’s 

New locations for indoor community use sports facilities 
Southall Gas 
works site or 
close by 

Southall No existing community use 
facilities 

Medium 
term & high 
priority 

New build 
1 Swimming pool (8 lane x 25m) 
2 Dance/Group exercise studios 

William Perkin 
High School 

North 
Greenford 

Complete rebuild of existing 
former Glaxo sports club site 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

4 or 6 court size indoor sports facility 
2 Dance/Group exercise studios 
Gym (80 station +) 

Cardinal 
Wiseman 
High School 

Central 
Greenford 

No existing community use 
facilities  

Short term 
& high 
priority 

4 court sports hall 
1 Dance/Group exercise studio 
Gym (30+ station) 

Villiers High 
School or 
close by 

Southall No existing community use 
facilities 

Long term 
& high 
priority 

4 court size indoor sports facility possibly 
focussing on indoor cricket or 4 court 
outdoor covered area 
1 Dance studio/ancillary hall 

Drayton 
Manor High 
School or 
close by 

West 
Ealing 

2 small halls available for 
community use through hire 
arrangement 

Long term 
& high 
priority 

4 court size indoor sports facility or 4 court 
outdoor covered area focussing on netball 
and tennis 
2 Dance/Group exercise studios 
Gym (80 station +) 

New facilities needed with no specific location identified 

To be 
identified 

To be 
identified 

No dedicated community use 
facilities exist in Ealing 

Medium 
term & high 
priority 

Gymnastics and Trampolining centre   
2 Dance/group exercise studios 
Gym (40 station)  
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OUTDOOR SPORTS PROVISION ASSESSMENT INTRODUCTION  
  
Ealing Outdoor Sports Study Review 2007 
As part of Sport England’s Facility Improvement Service project and in order to 
inform this draft strategy, a review of the current outdoor sports facilities situation in 
Ealing was undertaken.  This review has been based on an assessment of the 
Council’s existing Playing Fields and Outdoor Sports Assessment prepared in 2007, 
and takes into account the comments and conclusions from this study.   
 
In addition various tools and other techniques not available in 2007 have been used 
to give a more detailed summary of the current and future demand and supply of 
outdoor sports facilities in Ealing.  This section also incorporates population 
projections and estimates for the borough through to 2021, produced by the Council 
in late 2009, together with updated information (where available) on the supply of 
pitches, courts and greens and on existing teams in the borough. 
 
Outdoor sports facilities in Gunnersbury Park, jointly owned by Hounslow and Ealing 
have not been included in this strategy as the park falls under Hounslow’s planning 
policy and sports facility strategy remit.  However Ealing will work with Hounslow and 
other partners to bring the outdoor sports facilities back into use for the benefit of 
residents from both boroughs. The current sports facilities on site are limited to a 
pitch and putt golf course and a bowls green, future development ideally will consist 
of an artificial grass pitch, cricket, football and/or rugby pitches, ancillary facilities and 
complimentary indoor sports facilities. 

 
Playing pitch and outdoor sports assessment, strategy and action plan (2007)  
Sports planning consultants were engaged by the Council in 2007 to undertake an 
assessment of playing pitches and other outdoor sports, leading to a strategy and 
action plan.  The final strategy and action plan were available for analysis as part of 
this evaluation, but only a draft version of the assessment report, and there may be 
some anomalies between the two, leading to potential inconsistencies.   
 
The study was undertaken using as a basis PPG17, its Companion Guide, Sport 
England advice in ‘Towards a Level Playing Field’, NPFA guidance and other local 
context.  The methodology adopted by the consultants was based on Sport 
England’s Playing Pitch Methodology, including an Electronic Toolkit to analyse and 
assess information, the use of Team Generation Rates as advised by Sport England, 
an assessment of quality using accepted methods and contact with schools, clubs, 
sports bodies and others.  The study resulted in a set of local standards, as well as 
detailed actions plans.   
 
This section of the draft strategy represents a broad review of the situation in 2010 
following a desk top study which built on the findings of the 2007 pitch assessment.   
The original consultants are understood to have projected an increase in demand of 
10% to allow for latent and future demand up to 2013/2017.  In this draft strategy, an 
allowance has been made for increases in participation of 10%, though this can be 
amended at a later stage to reflect actual local/London-wide participation targets. 
 
The Council produced population estimates and projections for the borough in 
December 2009.  These have been adapted to identify the relevant age groups for 
outdoor sports, and are based on the needs of Sport England’s methodology as set 
out in ‘Towards a Level Playing Field’.  While the sports identified are primarily the 
pitch sports, the populations can be adapted for other outdoor sports.  The figures 
are rounded and therefore may not total exactly. 
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   2006  2021  

Change 
2006 to 
2021% 

Non-active 0-5 Mixed 25250  28150  11.5 

Mini football 6 to 9 Mixed 15300  17600  15.0 

Mini rugby 8 to 12 Mixed 18600  21600  16.1 

Junior football 10 to 15 Boys 11100  12300  10.8 

    Girls 10750  12700  18.1 

Junior hockey 11 to 15 Boys 9250  10200  10.3 

    Girls 8950  10550  17.9 

Junior cricket 11 to 17 Boys 13000  13900  6.9 

    Girls 12400  14350  15.7 

Junior rugby 13 to 17 Boys 9300  9700  4.3 

    Girls 8800  10000  13.6 

Jun rugby 16 to 17 Girls 3500  3800  8.6 

Senior football  16 to 45 Men  76250  70050  -8.1 

    Women 75650  75150  -0.7 

Senior hockey 16 to 45 Men  76250  70050  -8.1 

    Women 75650  75150  -0.7 

Senior rugby 18 to 45 Men  72500  66350  -8.5 

    Women 72150  71400  -1.0 

Senior cricket 18 to 55 Men  91000  89750  -1.4 

    Women 91800  95850  4.4 

Non-active 55+ Mixed 60050  73750  22.8 

Active population 6 to 55  Mixed 227100 73% 235700 70% 3.8 

Total population   Mixed 312400  337600  8.1 

 
 
The main implications for outdoor sports to arise from these population figures are as 
follows: 

 The total population is anticipated to increase by 8.1%, but the active 
population (i.e. 6 to 55 years) by only 3.8%, reflecting an ageing population.  
The non-active population over 55 increases by 23%, those under 6 by 12%. 

 The active population as a proportion of the total in 2006 is 73%, but down to 
70% in 2021. 

 There are absolute increases in the population mainly affecting junior sports, 
ranging from 4-6% for junior boys to 18% for junior girls and 15-16% for mini 
sports. 

 There are absolute declines in numbers of both men and women from 16-45, 
(affecting adult football, rugby, etc) and men 18-55 (cricket), though women 
18-55 increases slightly. 

 
It is not simply a matter therefore of increasing demand for sports pitches in 
accordance with the overall increase in population, it is understanding which sections 
of the population will expand and which will reduce in the future. 
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CRICKET 
 
 
2007 study findings  
In the 2007 pitch study, there were 31 pitches identified, with an overall opinion that 
privately owned pitches are of good quality but Council owned pitches are poor in 
comparison.  This was mainly due to the fact that privately owned specialist ground 
staff maintained these grounds and access to pitches could be controlled, whereas 
Council owned facilities were maintained by contractors with generic skills and were 
located in public parks, with no restricted access.  These pitches were identified as 
being required by clubs to accommodate club second and third teams. 
 
There were 71 teams identified as playing in Ealing, comprising 65 senior and 6 
junior teams.  An additional 9 junior teams and 1 senior team was likely to be 
generated in the period to 2017.  The study concluded that there would be an 
anticipated shortfall of 7.4 pitches by 2017 and that all existing pitches should be 
maintained and the standards of maintenance of Council owned pitches should be 
improved. 
 
 
Current supply of pitches 
The current supply of cricket pitches in Ealing is as follows: 
 

 Privately owned Council owned Total 

 School Club School Club/Community School Club/Community 

Total 4 10 7 24 11 34 
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No. Site Pitches Ownership 

1 Brentham Club 1 Private – Sports Club 

2 Brentside High School 1 Council - School 

3 Dormers Wells HS 1 Council - School 

4 Drayton Manor HS 2 Council – School/Club 

5 Durston House School 1 Private - School 

6 Ealing Central Sports Ground 4 Public – Pay and Play 

7 Ealing Cricket Club 1 Private – Sports Club 

8 Brentfield Cricket Ground 1 Council - Leased 

9 Islip Manor Park 1 Public – Pay and Play 

10 London Playing Fields (Greenford) 3 Private – Trust 

11 Longfield Playing Field (dormant) 1 Public – Pay and Play 

12 North Acton Playing Fields 3 Public – Pay and Play 

13 Northolt High School 1 Council - School 

14 Norwood Hall Grounds 2 Council 

15 Old Actonian’s Sports Club 1 Council - Leased 

16 Osterley Cricket Club 2 Council - Leased 

17 Park Club (Acton Cricket Club) 2 Private – Sports Club 

18 Perivale Park 2 Public – Pay and Play 

19 Rectory Park 2 Public – Pay and Play 

20 Shepherds Bush Cricket Club 1 Private – Sports Club 

21 SKLP Sports Ground 1 Private – Sports Club 

22 Ramgharia Cricket Ground formerly 
Southall Cricket Club (not in use) 

1 Council - Leased 

23 St Benedict’s School 2 Private - School 

24 Trailfinders Sports Ground 1 Private – Sports Club 

25 Warren Farm Sports Ground 6 Public – Pay and Play 

 Total 44  

 
 
There are currently 44 cricket pitches across the borough in a variety of ownerships 
and tenures, 36 are known to be available for community use on a regular basis.  In 
addition to these pitches there are three privately owned cricket grounds with four 
pitches currently out of use.  There are several Council owned sports grounds 
currently out of use, which could provide cricket playing facilities in the future.  
 
Access to cricket facilities is similar to football as there is a good spread of pitches 
across the borough, but community access to school sites is limited and access to 
privately owned facilities is usually restricted to club members only, however, the 
majority of these clubs have an open membership policy and reasonable annual and 
match day fees which cover playing costs. 
 
The vast majority of privately owned facilities have very good to excellent quality 
playing and ancillary facilities including changing rooms and social spaces and users 
of school pitches have by definition access to changing rooms and toilets.  However, 
Council owned pay and play pitch sites have poor quality ancillary facilities.  The 
playing surfaces and ancillary facilities of Council owned pay and play pitches 
remains inferior to privately owned and Council leased sites for the same reasons as 
previously mentioned.   
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Current demand for pitches  
Ealing has 9 men’s clubs designated by Middlesex Cricket Board as having the 
status of a focus club.  Senior men’s cricket is played on Saturdays and the nine 
focus clubs currently field 35 teams each Saturday.  There is also one women’s 
premier league cricket team based in Ealing with focus club status, who share an 
existing club ground and play on a Sunday.  The nine clubs fielding men’s sides 
currently maintain 9 cricket squares in total. It is known from the number of recent 
enquiries made by local cricket clubs that there is a demand for club second grounds. 
 
In addition to the 35 senior men’s teams playing as part of the 9 focus clubs there are 
an additional 57 senior teams playing on Council pitches on a pay and play basis, 
more of these matches are played on Sundays than Saturdays throughout the 
summer.  There is also a large amount of informal cricket played in Ealing mostly in 
the Southall area, this is often hard to capture and therefore the actual demand could 
be higher than that indicated.  In addition to the senior teams there are currently just 
under 850 juniors playing cricket for the 9 focus clubs.  The Southall area has a very 
large number of juniors playing informal cricket including tapeball cricket played on 
hard standing areas. 
 
The Active People survey results indicate that the current participation rates by men 
are lower than West London and London but higher than the national average.  
Women’s participation in Ealing is lower than those for West London, London and 
nationally.  
 

National London West London Ealing 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

1.89% 0.2% 2.19% 0.27% 3.13% Under 1% 1.95% 0% 

 
There is a negligible demand shown by men for future cricket participation but none 
for women in Ealing. These results contradict what is known; Ealing has the highest 
number of focus clubs per local authority in Middlesex, this means that the number of 
juniors playing cricket in Ealing is far higher than in other boroughs.  With this in mind 
it is also reasonable to assume that a percentage of these juniors will continue to 
play cricket as seniors, thus Ealing will have a greater number of adult cricketers in 
the next ten years as these youngsters grow older.  
 
 
Future supply and demand 
The 2007 study concluded that there was a balance between supply and demand 
with 31 pitches available to 71 known teams.  In 2011there are 36 pitches known to 
be available for community use to the 35 men’s teams associated with the 9 focus 
clubs and the 57 casual teams playing in Ealing.   
 
Population changes to 2021 could produce the following changes in demand: 

Junior boys   +6.9% 
Junior girls   +15.7% 
Senior men   –1.4% 
Senior women  +4.4% 
 

If this is reflected in changing team numbers and a participation increase of 10% is 
included, the number of teams by 2021 could be as follows: 
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 2007 
teams 

2010 
teams 

Population 
increase to 
2021 

Demand 
increase 

2021 
requirement 

 

Senior men 65 92 -1.4% 10% 100  

Senior women 0 2 +4.4% 10% 2  

Junior boys 6 77 +6.9% 10% 90  

Junior girls 0 0 +15.7% 10% 0  

Total 71 171   192  

 
 
However it is likely that the development work carried out by the Middlesex Cricket 
Board and its partners would generate further interest particularly amongst juniors 
and more specifically girls and women’s cricket.  The Southall area is also a priority 
development area for Middlesex Cricket Board, so an additional level of interest 
could be generated in formal cricket as opposed to the current informal matches and 
leagues that take place on a regular basis.  Therefore the total number of teams that 
could be generated by 2021 has the potential to be higher than the 192 calculated. 
 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
The revised team generation rate calculations to 2021, using similar assumptions 
about demand, produce a total of 192 teams, compared with 71 in the 2007 study for 
2017.  The additional junior teams will tend to play midweek and could be 
accommodated on existing pitches. It is worth noting that not all colts will play in 
organised teams, which play every week, so demand maybe slightly less than 
predicted.  However the demand generated by the 100 men’s teams would lead to a 
rise in the number of pitches needed at the weekend. 
 
Based on a traditional home and away fixture programme, potentially 50 pitches 
would need to be available for community use at the weekend in order to meet the 
projected demand generated by the 100 men’s and 1 ladies team.  Currently demand 
is greater for pitches on Saturdays than Sundays, approximately two thirds of current 
demand is for Saturday pitches.  If this pattern continues then 34 pitches would be 
needed to meet future demand. 
 
There are currently 36 pitches of varying quality known to be available for regular 
community use; this indicates a potential surplus of 2 pitches by 2021.  The demand 
is highest for better quality pitches for club use, this would indicate that Council 
owned facilities that are of poorer quality should either be closed/reduced or leased 
to clubs who could maintain the squares to a better standard, with the emphasis on 
reopening grounds for club use, where a good club standard of pitch quality could be 
established and maintained. This would lead to the supply of fewer Council owned 
pay and play pitches but more club operated grounds of better quality to meet 2021 
levels of demand. 
 
Future demand for quality club managed and maintained facilities could be met 
through bringing the currently closed facilities back into operation in line with demand 
increases for better quality facilities over the next 10 years.  The Council owned 
pitches will be brought back into use through leasing agreements with local sports 
clubs who have Clubmark status providing playing opportunities for youngsters as 
well as or in preference to adults.  
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To improve the quality of the playing surfaces and the ancillary facilities at Council 
owned sites, it will be necessary to focus resources on improving the quality of the 
multi pitch sites such as Perivale Park, Warren Farm and Rectory Park.  This might 
involve reducing the number of pitches available but improving the quality of those 
remaining pitches.  It might also be advisable to close or seek alternative 
management arrangements for the smaller one pitch sites which are costly to 
maintain and do not attract season long bookings, these sites maybe suitable as 
second grounds for the bigger cricket clubs in Ealing. 
 
The future plans for the three privately owned sports grounds, which include a total of 
four cricket pitches are more difficult to predict, however these facilities will be 
designated as sports grounds and protected for future sporting use.  
 
Through leasing arrangements with local clubs, a new cricket square will be installed 
at Popefield Sports Ground in Ealing in partnership with Ealing Cricket Club and two 
squares will be installed in Spikesbridge Park in Southall in partnership with London 
Tigers.  A cricket square will also be brought back into use at the former Liverpool 
Victoria Sports Ground in Acton, off Carbery Avenue.  The preferred partner for this 
site is still to be determined.  The Ramgharia Cricket Ground also needs 
improvement work to both the playing surface and the pavilion to bring both back into 
use.  Community use of the two Norwood Green cricket squares also needs to be 
facilitated through the provision of a pavilion to replace the derelict wooden structure 
currently on the site, pitch improvements may also be needed to raise the standard of 
the playing surface in line with league requirments.  Similarly the playing surfaces at 
Osterley Cricket Club in Southall and SKLP Cricket Club in Northolt need to be 
improved to ensure club league cricket continues to be played on the sites. 
 
If demand increases above the level indicated then consideration could be given to 
installing cricket wickets on existing winter sports grounds; at rugby or football clubs 
with the necessary space to accommodate a wicket. For junior cricket, artificial 
wickets may give greater match capacity, but these facilities are generally unsuitable 
for adult cricket. 
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FOOTBALL 
 
 
2007 study findings 
In the 2007 pitch study, 133 pitches were identified comprising of 103 senior, 20 
junior and 10 mini pitches.  The surplus supply of pitches allowed for the projected 
2013 demand to be met as well as some strategic resting of pitches.  There was a 
total of 188 teams identified as playing in Ealing, comprising 78 senior, 85 junior 
boys, 1 junior girls and 24 mini.   
 
Taking into account the above, there was a demand for 101 pitches plus a further 27 
in 2013, including calculations included extra teams, latent demand and an allowance 
for a strategic reserve.   
 
The overall conclusion was that there was a surplus in the borough of 5 pitches in 
total to meet this future demand. However no account was taken of pitches 
accommodating more than 1 match per week. 
 
 
Current supply of pitches 
The current supply of football pitches in Ealing is as follows: 
 

 Privately owned Council owned Total 

Pitch School Club School Club/Community School Club/Community 

Senior  2 18 12 67 14 85 

Junior 5 5 19 14 24 19 

Total 7 23 31 82 38 104 
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No. Site No. of pitches Ownership/use 

  Adult Junior  

1 Acton Park  1 Council – casual use 

2 Acton Gardens Village SC 1 1 Private – sports club 

3 Berkeley Fields  2  Council – pay & play 

4 Berrymede Open Space  1 Council – casual use 

5 Blondin Park  1 Council – casual use 

6 Brentham Club 1 2 Private – sports club 

7 Brentside High School 2  Council - school 

8 Cuckoo Park 1  Council - leased 

9 Dormers Wells Leisure Centre 2  Council – pay & play 

10 Dormers Wells High School 2  Council - school 

11 Drayton Manor HS 2 1 Council - school 

12 Durston House Swyncombe Ave 1  Private - school 

13 Durston House Castelbar Field 1  Private - school 

14 Ealing Central Sports Ground 5  Council – pay & play 

15 Elthorne Waterside Pitches 3  Council – pay & play 

16 Ellen Wilkinson School 1  Council - school 

17 Fox Reservoir Playing Fields 2 2 Council - leased 

18 GSK Ground Swyncombe Ave 1  Private – sports club 

19 Gurnell Leisure Centre 2  Council – pay & play 

20 Hanwell Town FC 1  Private – sports club 

21 Hathaway Primary School  1 Council - school 

22 Shamrock Sports & Social Club 2  Council - leased 

23 Islip Manor Park  1 Council – casual use 

24 King George’s Playing Fields 3  Council – pay & play 

25 Lammas Park  1 Council – pay & play 

26 London Playing Fields 
Greenford 

4  Private - Trust 

27 London Playing Fields – 
Greenford (A40 access) 

1  Private - Trust 

28 Lord Halsbury Playing Fields 3  Council - leased 

29 Acton Yochien School  4 Private - school 

30 Marnham Road Recreation 
Ground 

3  Council – pay & play 

31 North Acton Playing Fields 4  Council – pay & play 

32 North Greenford United FC 1  Council - leased 

33 Northolt High School 1  Council - school 

34 Northolt Rugby Club 1 2 Council - leased 

35 Norwood Hall Grounds 3  Council/WL College - 
school 

36 Old Actonians Sports Ground 1  Council - leased 

37 Osterley Sports Club 5 2 Private – sports club 

38 Park Club 1  Private - members 

39 Perivale Park 3  Council – pay & play 

40 Pitshanger Park  
(Scotch Common) 

2  Council – pay & play 

41 Rectory Park 6 2 Council – pay & play 

42 Shepherds Bush Cricket Club  1 Council - leased 

43 Southall Recreation Ground 3  Council - pay & play 

44 Southfields Recreation Ground 2  Council - pay & play 

45 Spikesbridge Park 2 1 Council - leased 

46 The Japanese School  1 Private - school 
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47 Viking Primary School  1 Council - school 

48 Warren Farm Sports Ground 16 1 Council – pay & play 

49 Wasps FC Ground 1  Private – sports club 
& school 

50 West Ealing Bowls Club  1 Council - leased 

51 West London Academy 1  Academy - school 

52 Costons Primary School  1 Council - school 

53 Durdens Park Primary School  1 Council - school 

54 Fielding Primary School  1 Council - school 

55 Gifford Primary School  1 Council - school 

56 Oldfield Primary School  1 Council - school 

57 Our Lady of the Visitation  
Primary School 

 1 Council - school 

58 Ravenor Primary School  1 Council - school 

59 St Gregorys Primary School  1 Council - school 

60 St John Fisher Primary School  1 Council - school 

61 St Marks Primary School  1 Council - school 

62 St Raphaels Primary School  1 Council - school 

62 Vicars Green Primary School  1 Council - school 

63 West Acton Primary School  1 Council - school 

64 Wolf Fields Primary School  1 Council - school 

65 Wood End Primary School  1 Council - school 

 Total 99 43  

 
 
Across the borough, there are currently 142 football pitches in total, in a variety of 
ownerships and tenures, 99 of which are senior and 43 junior, 13 sites are owned 
privately by schools or sports clubs and the remainder are Council owned and either 
solely used by schools, booked on a pay and play basis or are leased to local sports 
clubs.  There are 28 sites, including 104 pitches, which are understood to be 
available for the wider community on a regular basis.  In addition there are several 
pitches/sites, which are currently closed, including three owned by the Council with a 
total of 6 senior pitches and three privately owned also with a total of 6 senior pitches 
potentially available in the future.  Mini soccer pitches have not been included in this 
count as most are either marked on existing pitches or are used on an informal basis 
on pieces of land which are adjacent to other sports pitches, which have been 
included. 
 
There is a good spread of pitches across the borough, but community access to 
school sites is limited and access to privately owned facilities is usually restricted to 
club members only, however, the majority of these clubs have an open membership 
policy and reasonable annual and match day fees which cover playing costs. 
 
The vast majority of privately owned facilities have very good to excellent quality 
ancillary facilities including changing rooms and social spaces and users of school 
pitches have by definition access to changing rooms and toilets.  However, Council 
owned pay and play pitch sites have very poor ancillary facilities, which often do not 
meet the minimum standards required by local leagues. Council owned facilities, 
which are leased to local sports clubs, have good quality ancillary facilities, which do 
meet league requirements. 
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Current demand for pitches  
The Middlesex Football Association has for a number of years produced Local Area 
Data for all local authority areas, including Ealing, and the number of football teams 
currently understood to be playing in Ealing is as follows, with figures for previous 
seasons shown for comparison.  
 

Season 2011/12 2010/11 2009/10 2008/9 2007/8 2006/7 

 Male Female All All All All All All 

Adult/open 
age 

98 3 101 127 115 134 168 156 

Youth  
U11 - U18 

78 0 78 77 83 114 142 155 

Mini 
(mixed) 
U7 - U10 

62 NA 62 58 56 51 84 81 

Total 
 

238 3 241 262 254 299 394 392 

 
This data demonstrates that the number of teams has declined considerably from 
2006/7 to last season, a fall from 392 to 238 teams.  The figures need to be treated 
with some caution, due to the difficulty in collecting and interpreting this data, but it is 
generally accepted that there has been a decline in football activity in many areas 
over the past few years.   However 2011/12 figures still exceed the number of teams 
identified in the 2007 study; there are estimated to be 238 teams now compared with 
188 teams identified in the study. 
 
The Active People survey results indicate that football has the highest current male 
participation rates of all sports played in Ealing. The rate is slightly lower than that for 
West London, but higher than the London and national level for men, whilst women’s 
participation levels in Ealing are lower than the West London, London and national 
level, see table below for more details.   
 

National London West London Ealing 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

13.85% 1.32% 14.07% 1.73% 15.12% 1.18% 14.52% 0% 

 
Future interest from men is relatively high at just under 13% similar to the previous 
year, but there is little interest indicated from women for future participation. 
 

 
Future supply and demand 
The 2007 study concluded that, with assumptions about increased future and latent 
demand, a higher population with similar team generation rates and the inclusion of a 
strategic reserve of 10%, there would be a surplus of 5 pitches by 2013/17 – i.e. 
supply of 133 pitches, demand for 128. Using similar assumptions with the updated 
information on teams it is considered that the 2021 situation might be as follows: 
   

 2011/12 
teams 

Pop 
increase 
to 2021 

Demand 
increase 

Strategic 
reserve 

2021 
requirement 

Mini 62 15% 10% 10% 84 

Junior/youth 78 11% 10% 10% 102 

Adult 98 -8% 10% 10% 110 

Total 238    296 
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If this number of teams is generated and assuming that there is an equal split 
between Saturday and Sunday use, that all pitches are capable of 2 games per week 
and that the demand is distributed evenly across the whole borough, the future pitch 
requirement shown in teams is: 
 
Mini   21 
Junior/Youth  26 
Senior   28 
Total   75 
 
At first glance the existence of 104 pitches in some community use at present would 
be enough to meet this future demand.  However in reality the situation is slightly 
different because there is a predominance of play on Sundays over Saturdays, in 
which case the number of pitches required in the peak time will be greater than if this 
were evenly distributed over the whole week/weekend.  If for example the weekly 
demand was for 3/4 on either Saturday or Sunday, the remainder on the other day, 
this would increase the number of pitches by 50%.   
 
It is also likely that excess supply in one part of the borough would not be suitable for 
demand in another part mainly due to travel issues and finally not all pitches may be 
capable of full usage all times of the year, due to a number of factors including, the 
weather, maintenance issues and availability of ancillary facilities. 
 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
The evaluation indicates that there is currently a broad balance between supply and 
demand.  However, some of the Council pitches listed and included in the calculation 
do not currently meet league standards, therefore are not available for competitive 
community use.  This means that it is possible that there might be a slight deficit of 
quality pitches especially at weekends. 
 
The possible increase in teams from 2011/12 to 2021 of about 24% i.e. from 238 to 
296 would result in the need for a proportionately similar increase in pitches i.e. a 
total of 129 pitches in community use.  Based on the calculated future distribution of 
teams the following number of pitches would be required by 2021: 
 
Mini      36 pitches (an additional 15 pitches) 
Junior/Youth    45 pitches (an additional 19 pitches) 
Senior     48 pitches (an additional 20 pitches) 
Total    129 pitches 
 
Compared with 104 pitches understood to be in community use at present, there is a 
potential future requirement for an additional 25 pitches, but of a different distribution 
of sizes by 2021. The Football Association’s new guidance on playing pitch size for 
different age groups should be considered when making decisions on which size of 
pitches should be used at which locations. Also space around pitches needs to 
comply with the FA’s Respect requirements. 
 
In order to maintain the number of league approved facilities in Ealing, existing 
resources will be targeted at making improvements to both the playing and ancillary 
facilities at the multi sport multi pitch sites, particularly Warren Farm Sports Ground 
and Perivale Park, the changing rooms at the latter site have been closed, which 
means the pitches no longer meet league standards for ancillary facilities.  Pitches at 
these key sites, will be marked out in line with season long demand and on certain 
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sites, bookings will be taken for either Saturday or Sunday only, thus saving money 
on pitch markings and staffing.   
 
The developments at Warren Farm Sports Ground in partnership with Queens Park 
Rangers include the provision of a professional football club academy as well as a 
new pavilion for community use, a floodlit artificial pitch suitable for football, 
community access to an indoor artificial pitch and extensive playing surface 
improvements. Future development options at Rectory Park include new changing 
rooms, indoor sports and social facilities, floodlit outdoor sports areas, including a 
floodlit AGP or 5 v 5 pitches and improved grass pitches.   
 
Short term plans are in place to work in partnership with local sports clubs to build 
new sports pavilions at Lord Halsbury Sports Ground in Northolt, Scotch Common, in 
Ealing and Spikesbridge Park in Southall.  Pitch improvements are also planned at 
these three sites to ensure that the playing surfaces are of the appropriate quality to 
meet the demand generated by the number of teams each club has or is planning to 
develop in the future.  In the medium term, the changing rooms at Southfields also 
need to either be refurbished or rebuilt. 
 
Future demand could be met through bringing the currently closed facilities back into 
operation in line with demand increases over the next 10 years.  The six Council 
owned pitches would likely be brought back into use through leasing agreements with 
local sports clubs who have Charter Standard status providing playing opportunities 
for youngsters and youths as well as or in preference to adults.  These grounds 
include Popefield and the sports ground off Carbery Avenue in Acton, although 
management arrangements for the latter have yet to be determined.  
 
Access to the appropriate school facilities could also ease the pressure on 
community use pitches, and therefore help to maintain the quality of public pitches.  
School sites are also desirable as they are often secure, well maintained and 
accessible. 
 
The future plans for the six privately owned sports grounds are more difficult to 
predict, however the existing pitches will be designated as sports grounds and 
protected for future sporting use.  It may also be necessary to reconfigure pitch 
layouts on public pay and play pitch sites to accommodate the increasing number of 
junior teams.  It would also seem sensible to allow community use of primary school 
sites for junior matches as all facilities are age appropriate and generally free for use 
at weekends. 

 
Advances in the quality of artificial grass pitches (AGP’s) will in the future lead to 
more competitive matches being played on this type of pitch as more leagues 
sanction the use of AGP’s.  This will alleviate future pressure on grass football 
pitches for competitive play similar to how AGP’s have and will continue to provide 
facilities for training purposes. This situation should be monitored as part of the 
annual facility review process. 

 



92 

 

RUGBY  
 
2007 study findings 
In the 2007 pitch study, 13 senior pitches were identified as being available for 
community use to the 26 identified teams playing in Ealing, 7 senior men’s, 3 senior 
women’s and 16 junior boys.  It was calculated that by 2017, there would be an 
additional 4 teams playing in Ealing and there would be sufficient pitches to 
accommodate this increase in demand.  Specific issues were also identified for 
individual clubs. 
 
 
Current supply of pitches 
The current supply of rugby pitches in Ealing with community access is as follows: 
 

 Privately owned Council owned Total 

Pitch School Club School Club/Community School Club/Community 

Senior  5 9 0 4 5 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. Site Pitches Ownership  

1 Trailfinders Sports Ground 4 Private - Commercial  

2 Northolt RFC 2 Council - Leased  

3 Old Actonians Sports Club 1 Council - Leased  

4 Wasps FC 4 Private – Sports Club  

5 St Benedict’s School 5 Private - School  

6 London Playing Fields (Greenford) 1 Private  

7 Perivale Park 1 Council – pay and play  

 Total 18   
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There are currently 18 pitches available for community use across Ealing, which 
includes use by local rugby clubs.  The only casual use pitch available is in Perivale 
Park and this is booked on an ad hoc basis by rugby and Gaelic football teams as an 
overspill facility on busy match days.  Users of this pitch do not have access to 
changing room facilities. All the other rugby venues have either very good or 
excellent ancillary facilities. The five private school pitches are located at St 
Benedict’s School and are used by a club mainly consisting of the school’s past 
pupils.   
 
 
Current demand for pitches 
Rugby participation in Ealing has grown tremendously over the last five years, mainly 
as a result of the extensive junior development work that has taken place and the 
success of the high quality rugby clubs based in the borough. The number of teams 
playing in Ealing has trebled since 2007, with the main increase coming in the under 
12 age group.  There are currently 77 teams playing in Ealing comprising 19 senior 
men’s teams and 3 senior women’s teams, plus 22 boys and 4 girls teams aged 
between under 13 and under 19 and 29 mixed mini teams aged under 12. 
 
The Active People survey results indicate that current participation rates for rugby 

amongst both men and women are lower than West London, London and nationally, 
see table below for more details. 
 

National London West London Ealing 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

1.42% 0.09% 0.85% 0.08% 0.71% 0% 1.39% 0% 

 
There is a negligible demand shown by men for future rugby participation but none 
for women in Ealing. These figures contradict what is already known about 
participation rates in Ealing. 
 
 
Future supply and demand 
By factoring in the projected population changes to 2021 and a participation increase 
of 10%, team numbers will increase as follows: 
 

 2007 2010 Pop. Increase 
to 2021 

Demand 
increase 

2021 
requirement 

Snr men & colts 7 25 -8.5% 10% 25 

Snr women 3 3 -1% 10% 3 

Jnr boys U13 – U16 16 16 + 4.3% 10% 18 

Jnr girls U12 – U18 0 4 + 13.6% 10% 5 

Mini mixed U 12’s 0 29 +16.1% 10% 37 

Total 26 77   88 

 
Participation rates should continue to rise as Ealing Trailfinders RC continue to 
develop all aspects of the Club, including women and girls rugby and mini rugby; 
Ealing Trailfinders RC currently has over 500 mini rugby players under 12 years of 
age and a semi-professional elite section of the Club which includes the senior first 
and second teams.  Wasps FC also has an extensive junior and mini playing section 
as well as a successful women’s section.  London Wasps, the professional club, use 
Wasps FC ground for training purposes.  Through the continued growth and 
development of these two Clubs, the total number of teams generated by 2021 could 
be significantly more than 88. 
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Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
The 2007 study concluded that 13 pitches would cater for the 26 teams predicted to 
be using pitches in 2017, with a small surplus of full size pitches and a small deficit of 
junior pitch space.  Using similar assumptions about demand, 88 teams would need 
a significantly greater number of rugby pitches to meet the increase in demand.   
 
It should be noted that, when calculating demand for pitches, all rugby club teams 
male and female from the age of under 13 upwards play on a full size pitch as they 
play 15 a side rugby.  In general, all male adult club rugby takes place on a Saturday 
afternoon.  Under 13 to under 18 rugby as well as mini rugby played over half a full 
size pitch principally takes place on a Sunday morning.  Women and girls rugby 
teams mostly play on a Sunday afternoon.  All operate on a traditional home and 
away basis. 
 
There are currently 16 senior men’s teams playing on a Saturday, using 13 pitches 
with Old Priorian’s 3 teams having sole access to the 5 private school pitches.  The 
current number of pitches is sufficient to cater for Saturday demand.  However, the 
demand on Sunday morning is far greater; 22 junior teams require a full size pitch 
and the 29 mini teams require a further 15 full size pitches.  This equates to a supply 
deficit of up to 13 pitches.  In the afternoon the pressure on supply eases with 7 
teams requiring use of the existing 13 pitches.  
 
If you add in training requirements for the adult teams of two nights a week, the 13 
pitches will be used potentially five times a week, giving no opportunity to rest pitches 
to ensure the quality of the playing surface is maintained to a high standard.  The 
implications of this are that there is a need to reorganise pitch layouts and secure the 
provision of six additional (albeit smaller) pitches overall. 
 
Rugby is very much a club based sport, based at one main venue, so ideally to meet 
the increase in demand by 2021, the number of pitches at the two largest clubs 
needs to be increased or pitch layouts adapted to accommodate the additional 
demand, especially from junior and mini rugby played on a Sunday morning.  If 
possible, pitch layouts need to be reorganised to create smaller playing areas to 
avoid the need to play mini rugby across heavily used full size pitches.   
 
To alleviate the pressure on the existing pitches, the installation of floodlit artificial 
grass pitches (AGP’s) suitable for rugby need to be considered for midweek training, 
ideally on or near the site of existing clubs, where the infrastructure and ancillary 
facilities already exist.  Similar to the points made under the football section, pressure 
on grass rugby pitches will potentially be alleviated in the future when more leagues 
sanction play on AGP’s.  
 
Strategic multi sport multi pitch sites mainly used for football, would also be an 
appropriate venue for 3 or 4G artificial grass pitches as the same pitch specification 
is suitable for both rugby and football. Ideally access to all 18 grass pitches in the 
borough would alleviate the pressure for junior and mini rugby pitches on a Sunday 
morning. 
 
Although the south west of the borough is not catered for by Ealing facilities, 
Grasshoppers Rugby Club is based within half a mile of the borough’s south 
boundary in Osterley and offers playing opportunities for girls and boys, as well as 
fielding numerous adult male and female teams.  If in the unlikely event demand 
outweighs supply in this particular area or a club needs to move from an existing 
ground, then there may be an opportunity to change the use of an appropriate 
number of football pitches in the West of the borough to meet demand. 
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GOLF 
 
 
2007 study findings 
The 2007 study identified 9 facilities in the borough, both Council and club owned 
sites.  Public facilities were considered to be poor in quality, resulting in low demand.  
The study concluded that there was sufficient supply to meet demand, with an 
oversupply of courses with overlapping catchments, thus a rationalisation of golf 
facilities throughout the borough was recommended. 
 
 
Current supply of courses 
To get an up to date picture of the golf facility situation in Ealing, a desk-based 
assessment was undertaken using the outputs of Sport England’s Active Places 
Power database and planning tool.    
 
At present Ealing has four 18 hole golf courses and two 9 hole courses, one 9 hole 
par 3 and a 9 hole pitch and putt course in Hanger Hill Park.  Council owned facilities 
are managed and operated on a pay and play basis by a combination of a leisure 
contractor and through lease arrangements with golf clubs.  The remaining two 
facilities are owned and operated by private golf clubs, both of which offer a range of 
membership packages.   
 
The Limetrees golf facility that has been closed for a number of years reopened a 26 
bay driving range in December 2012.  A 9 hole golf course on the same site is due to 
open in 2013, with an 18 hole course following within the next four years.  These 
facilities are not shown on the map below. 
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No. Course Holes Yards Ownership Built 

1 Brent Valley Golf Course 18 5446 Council - contractor 1914 

2 Ealing Golf Club 18 6191 Private Club 1898 

3 Sudbury Golf Club 18 6277 Private Club 1920 

4 West Middlesex Golf Club 18 6119 Council - leased 1891 

5 Horsenden Hill Golf Course (Par 3) 9 1632 Council - contractor 1935 

6 Northolt Golf Club 9 1600 Council - leased 1994 

7 Perivale Park Golf Course 9 2667 Council - contractor 1900 

8 Hanger Hill Pitch & Putt 9 1142 Council - leased  

 Total 108    

 
 
There are a further 15 locations within a 20-minute drive of the middle of the 
borough, with a golf facility, either a standard course, par 3 or golf driving range.  The 
majority of these are located to the west of Ealing in outer London boroughs and 
outside London. 
  

 
 
Map 20: Golf facilities in and around Ealing 
 
 
Ealing has 30% more standard golf holes than the London average, and is ranked 
12th of the 33 London Boroughs, however, this does include the 9 hole Limetrees 
facility due to reopen in 2013.  In the summer of 2010, Ealing would have been 
similarly placed in terms of golf driving ranges, with about 20% above average 
provision and ranked 13th of 33 London Boroughs.  However, this situation has 
changed with the closure of Ealing Driving Range.  The situation has improved with 
the opening of the new driving range on the Limetrees site.  There are only 10 
boroughs with a par 3 course, and Ealing is least well provided with these facilities. 
 
The distribution of golf facilities across London is shown in the following maps, which 
also shows the levels of provision in each borough indicating the best provision and 
the worst provision by borough. 
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Map 21: Standard golf holes per 1000 across London 
 
 

  
 
Map 22: Golf driving ranges per 1000 (including the closed facilities)  
 
 

 
 
Map 23: Par 3 courses per 1000 

Sliding scale illustrated as follows: 
 
Red  Best provision 
Orange 
Yellow 
Green 
Blue  Worst provision 
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All residents of the borough live within a 20-minute drive of a main course shown by 
green shading, and 81% within 10 minutes shown by blue. 
 
 
 

 
 
Map 24: Accessibility to all golf facilities by car 
 
 
Current demand for golf facilities  
The Active people survey indicated that current participation rates in Ealing are lower 
than West London, London and nationally for both men and women. 
 

National London West London Ealing 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

6.24% 0.93% 4.04% 0.57% 4.29% 0.54% 3.16% Under 1% 

  
Men have shown a negligible future interest in Ealing for playing more golf, this has 
dropped from nearly 5% the previous year and there is no interest registered by 
women, this has also fallen slightly from the previous year. 
 
 
Future supply and demand 
It is unlikely that any additional golf courses will be built in Ealing, however, with the 
closure of Ealing Driving Range there is a strong possibility that alternate driving 
range facilities will be built in the borough over the next 10 years.  At the end of 2012, 
a new 26 bay driving range was opened at the West London Golf Centre, formerly 
the Limetrees golf facility.  This type of facility is mainly run on a commercial basis, 
therefore market forces will determine if any new additional facilities are built in 
Ealing and where they are located.  The most likely location would be alongside an 
existing facility with ancillary facilities already in place. 
 
Golf provision has and will continue to change, traditionally private golf clubs have 
restricted use to members only, but the vast majority now allow public pay and play 
use especially during off peak times.  This situation has also arisen due to the 
economic climate and the need for clubs to generate funds. This improves access to 
golf facilities for all members of the public. 
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Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
There is currently sufficient supply to meet the demand for golf courses, in fact there 
is a potential oversupply of courses and facility catchments do overlap. There will be 
an even greater disparity when the new 9 and 18 hole golf courses open at the West 
London Golf Centre, formerly Limetrees site in the next four years. 
 
It is unlikely that additional golf courses are required or are feasible in Ealing up to 
2021, even in light of population and potential participation increases.  A case could 
be made for reducing the number of golf courses in Ealing, but there may be a need 
for driving range facilities additional to the new 26 bay range opened at the West 
London Golf Centre..   
 
Future policy could include developing a strategy to identify particular strengths and 
attributes for each facility, within an overall hierarchy, which could help the 
development of the sport at all levels from beginner to competitive player.   
 
Options could be considered for Horsenden Hill Golf Course, which would involve 
changing the access point and amalgamating the clubhouse facilities with other 
services. This and other suggestions for the future of golf provision in Ealing will be 
investigated as part of a wider assessment of both the demand and supply of golf 
facilities in and around Ealing. 
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BOWLS & CROQUET 
 
 
2007 Study findings 
In the 2007 study, nine bowls sites were identified, including those located in public 
parks and those owned privately by local clubs.  There were 16 bowls clubs playing 
in Ealing.  The study concluded that there was no unmet demand and no future 
increase in demand and existing playing facilities suffered from a lack of 
maintenance. 
 
 
Current supply and demand for bowls greens 
There are currently 10 bowling green sites being used by 11 bowls clubs in Ealing 
and one site being used by one croquet club which has 3 croquet greens in use, see 
table below for more details.  No new sites have been built since the 2007 study so 
the conclusion is that some sites were missed in 2007. 
 
No. Location Club based on site Ownership Greens  

1 Acton Park Acton BC Council 1 

2 Brentham Club Brentham BC Private 1 

3 Ealing Conservative BC Ealing Conservative BC Private 1 

4 Horsenden Hill Playing Fields North Greenford BC Council 1 

5 Islip Manor Park Community use only Council 1 

6 Lammas Park Ealing Croquet Club Council 3 

7 Pitshanger Park Pitshanger Park BC Council 1 

8 Springfield BC Springfield BC Private 1 

9 Wolf Fields 
Featherstone BC &  
Southall BC 

Council 1 

10 West Ealing BC West Ealing BC Leased 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the last eighteen months, 3 clubs have folded and two greens have been 
decommissioned due to a decline in bowls activity.  Privately run clubs, including the 
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ones operating on leased sites seem to be maintaining and in some cases increasing 
playing numbers.  Clubs based on Council owned facilities are on the whole 
experiencing a decline in playing numbers.  The facilities operated by private clubs 
have significantly better playing surfaces and pavilions or clubhouses than those 
located in public parks.  Having access to toilet and changing facilities as well as a 
social area is vital to the continuation of these sports, due to the nature and needs of 
the majority of players who tend to be older adults.   
 
The Council organise two pay and play sessions a week, at Pitshanger Park and Islip 
Manor Park, both are popular and have experienced a small increase in participants.  
These sessions sit within a year round programme of activity including indoor short 
mat bowls sessions, which stimulate demand for outdoor bowls in the summer 
months. 
 
The Active People survey results indicate that participation rates in Ealing are low for 
both men and women in comparison to West London, London and the country as a 
whole, see table below for more details. 
 

National London West London Ealing 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

1.20% 0.83% 0.57% 0.42% 0.64% 0.32% 0% Under 1% 

 
There is little evidence of future demand, but this could be because the majority of 
bowlers are aged over 60 and due to the nature of the Active People survey a fewer 
number of this age group would have been asked to express their opinion. 
 
 
Future supply and demand of bowls greens 
Given the number of clubs, which have recently folded, and the closure of facilities in 
recent years, it is likely that this current level of provision is actually more than 
adequate to accommodate the current demand.  Ealing’s population is also made up 
of a large number of people from black and ethnic minority backgrounds with no 
tradition for playing bowls, thus demand is lower than you would have expected in 
Ealing’s ageing population. 
 
However the anticipated increase in the over 55 population, which traditionally takes 
part in bowls, up to 2021, which is estimated to be 23%, and the need to maintain 
activity levels across the whole population, including those perhaps too old to take 
part in more physical sports, is a firm reason to maintain the current level of bowls 
green provision.  Existing clubs have the capacity to accommodate current and future 
demand for outdoor bowls. 
 
 
Current supply and demand for croquet greens 
Ealing currently has one site in Lammas Park comprising three greens used regularly 
for playing croquet with a two storey pavilion in relatively good condition.  Ealing 
Croquet Club originally used two greens but took over use of the third when the 
bowls club on site folded.  It is the only croquet club in West London and regular 
playing members remain at around 25.  Use of the third green has allowed the club to 
train and play matches at the same time, as well as offer beginner sessions to new 
members.  It has also allowed the club to play both forms of croquet, the traditional 
long game and the newer Golf Croquet, popular with new players.  
 
 
 



102 

 

Future supply and demand for croquet greens 
It is not envisaged that demand for croquet will increase significantly to 2021 
therefore the number of croquet greens will remain the same if the Club’s playing 
membership remains the same.  Any increase in playing numbers will be at a level, 
which can be accommodated on the existing greens.  If the demand for croquet 
declines then it may be possible to reduce the numbers of maintained greens at the 
site to accommodate accordingly, thus making the facility viable into the future. 
 

 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
The current provision of 10 bowls greens and a minimum of two croquet greens 
should be maintained into the future, unless playing numbers continue to decline.  
The current mix of private and publicly managed facilities means that access is good 
as the majority of clubs welcome casual players as well as provide playing 
opportunities for members.  
 
Greens are costly to maintain and demand in Ealing seems to be falling, however in 
order to maintain this relatively unique sport which has primarily an over 55’s 
participant group, investment is needed in certain key sites.  In order to gain the most 
benefit, from existing and potential new users investment should be focussed on 
facilities with the highest usage and the best ancillary facilities, which are crucial to 
the sustained success of any bowls or croquet club.  These sites are most likely to be 
facilities operated by voluntary sports clubs. 
 
Council support with funding applications should also be given to voluntary run bowls 
clubs with open membership policies in order that essential improvements are carried 
out particularly around improving access, changing and social facilities as well as 
playing surfaces.  Ideally participants taking part in the community bowls sessions 
need to progress through to the bowls clubs in the borough to ensure a constant 
throughput of new members. 
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ATHLETICS 
 
 
2007 study findings 
The study found that the athletics facilities at Perivale Park Athletics Track were good 
and that the track is well used.  It also found that the cinder track in Spikesbridge 
Park was of poor quality and underused. 
 
 
Current supply of athletics facilities 
The facility locations remain the same, but a range of new facilities have been 
installed at Perivale Park Athletics Track since the 2007 study, including a new 300 
seat stand, an outdoor gym, a dedicated Throws Zone and an indoor training area.  
Perivale Park Athletics Track is a synthetic 8 lane floodlit track which is included in 
the London 2012 Olympic Games Pre Training Camp Venue Guide published by 
LOCOG. 
 
The track was built in 1987 and refurbished in 2004, it is owned and managed by the 
Council and is available to the public on a pay and play basis.  The facilities can also 
be hired for use by schools, clubs and community groups throughout the year.  The 
track facilities meet the high standards set by UK Athletics and can host competitions 
up to County standard.  Due to the excellent access and facilities available on site 
the track has also hosted national standard track and field events for people with 
disabilities.  It is also home to the regional throwing centre of excellence for rotational 
throws, as it is one of the few tracks in the country with three throwing cages and a 
further two circles as well as two javelin throwing areas.  There is also an extensive 
athletics development programme currently running at the track including activities 
for juniors, women, older adults and people with disabilities. 
 
The cinder track in Spikesbridge Park is free to use and is suitable for walking and 
jogging, the quality of the surface is not suitable for competitive athletics. 
 

No. Site Facility Ownership/Use  

1 Perivale Park  Floodlit 8 lane tartan Council – pay & play  

2 Spikesbridge Park 6 lane cinder Council – free use  
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To get an up to date picture of the athletics situation in Ealing, a desk-based 
assessment was undertaken using the outputs of Sport England’s Active Places 
Power database and planning tool.  The map below shows the location of synthetic 
athletics tracks in West London. 
 

 
 
Map 25: Location of athletics tracks in the area 
 
 
In addition to Perivale Park Athletics Track there are 5 tracks within a 20 minute drive 
of the centre of the borough: 

 Linford Christie Outdoor Sports centre  

 Harrow School 

 Hillingdon Sports and Leisure Complex 

 Willesden Sports Centre 

 Kings College Playing Fields 

 Osterley Athletics Track, Hounslow (new and not indicated on the map) 
 
And a further 9 tracks between 20-30 minutes drive away. 
 
Per capita supply is 0.027 lanes per 1000 people, compared with 0.05 in England 
and 0.04 in London.  Ealing is the 23rd best-provided borough of 33 in the capital for 
athletics.  These figures should be considered with some caution as they reflect all 
tracks, including synthetic, cinder and permanent grass.  However relative supply is 
therefore below average.  The map below illustrates the London wide picture. 
 
The whole population of the borough lives within a 20-minute drive of an athletics 
track, 10% live within a 20-minute walk and 26% within 30 minutes.  The majority of 
Ealing residents live outside the 30 minute walking catchments of current facilities. 
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Map 25: Athletics tracks per 1000 in London 
 
 
 

 
 
Map 26: Accessibility by car 
 
 
 

 
 
Map 27: Accessibility on foot 
 
 
 

Sliding scale illustrated as follows: 
 
Red  Best provision 
Orange 
Yellow 
Green 
Blue  Worst provision 
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Current demand for athletics facilities 
The Active People survey indicates that participation rates for men in Ealing are 
higher than West London and the country but slightly lower than London itself, 
whereas the participation rate of women in Ealing is higher than the national average 
but slightly lower than London and West London. 
 

National London West London Ealing 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

7.66% 5.18% 10.50% 6.80% 7.84% 5.80% 9.545 5.34% 

 
The survey results indicated no significant interest in athletics by either men or 
women who wish to do more sport or physical activity. 
 
The number of individual visits to Perivale Park Athletics Track has increased by 37% 
since 2001/02 to 37,580 visits in 2009/10.  The cinder track in Spikesbridge Park is 
popular with local people who use it for walking and jogging throughout the day and 
on summer evenings. 
 
 
Future supply and demand 
By 2021, factoring a growth of 3.8% in the active population, an additional lane 
maybe required.  If you calculate provision using the London average provision, then 
an additional 5 lanes would be needed making a total of 13 lanes and if participation 
were to increase by 10% by 2021 then an additional 6 lane track or smaller training 
facility could be justified to meet demand.   
 
The visits trend at Perivale Park Athletics Track supports the assumption that 
demand will continue to increase to 2021 and it may even increase by more than 
10%, which would reinforce the need for an additional 6 lane track. 
 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
The provision for athletics in Ealing is below the national and regional average, and 
outside the guidelines set by the governing body, which suggests that 1 track is 
required per 250,000 people within a 20 minute drive in urban areas.  However, 
athletics is primarily a club-based activity and some evidence of local unmet demand 
would be necessary to justify additional provision.  The current level of provision is 
the equivalent of 1 8-lane track per 317,000 people. 
 
It is most unlikely that a new track facility will be built in the borough; however there 
are ways in which any future increase in demand can be met. The new floodlit 
Osterley Athletics Track will improve access to track facilities for residents in the 
south of the borough.  Also as part of a wider project to redevelop Spikesbridge Park, 
it may be possible to improve the quality of the cinder track, to enable more extensive 
use of the facility.  It may also be possible to extend the opening hours of Perivale 
Park Athletics Track to cater for any increase in demand; however, the majority of 
demand for track use is for Monday through to Thursday evenings, which doesn’t 
allow for a significant extension over and above the current opening hours.   
 
The installation of more distance marker routes around parks will give people the 
opportunity to run, jog or walk around a set distance and access to these facilities will 
be more extensive due to the geographical spread across the borough and the speed 
and cost of installing new routes. 
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OUTDOOR TENNIS 
 
 
2007 study findings 
The study identified 101 tennis courts in Ealing, in both public and private ownership.  
It was identified that demand may rise as a result of development work going on in 
the borough and the study concluded that any increase in demand could be met by 
improving the quality of courts and providing floodlights. The study concluded that no 
new courts were needed as no latent demand was identified but it was important to 
retain public courts to make the sport accessible to the wider community.  There was 
considered to be a gap in provision in the north of the borough. 
 
 
Current supply of courts 
There are currently 207 tennis courts in Ealing, including those marked out on multi 
use games areas (MUGAs), on 39 different sites.  There are 35 free to access courts, 
including 8 marked out on MUGA’s. To avoid double counting with MUGA’s, only the 
27 marked out for tennis only are treated as tennis courts.  There are 72 courts 
owned and operated by sports clubs on either privately owned or Council sites, of 
which 16 are floodlit.  There are a further 34 tennis courts in public parks operated 
through a lease arrangement between the Council and tennis organisations and 53 
are located within private members only health and fitness clubs of which 10 are 
floodlit.  There are 133 tennis courts identified as being available for community use, 
this figure does not include the tennis courts marked out on MUGAs. 
 
Council owned free access tennis courts are of varying quality; however a recent 
refurbishment programme has resulted in improved playing surfaces and fencing 
around the majority of courts.  This improvement programme also resulted in a 
change of use for some tennis courts; at sites where there was more than one court, 
a number of multi use games areas were installed increasing the range of activities 
available at each site. 
 
The three leased sites are located in public parks and have limited ancillary facilities 
but do have access to toilets and changing areas and refreshment facilities.  Recent 
improvements have been made to the playing surfaces at two of the leased sites. 
Courts and ancillary facilities at local tennis clubs range from good to very good, with 
just two clubs playing on courts with no changing rooms or toilets nearby.  Excellent 
tennis facilities exist at private members only health and fitness clubs. 
 
The locations of the various private and publicly owned and operated tennis courts in 
the borough are shown on the map and in the table below. 
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The following table identifies the locations of free to use tennis courts situated in 
public parks and marked for tennis only. 
 

No. Location Courts Floodlit 

1 Acton Park 2 No 

2 Berkeley Fields (Horsenden Hill side) 3 No 

3 Churchfields Recreation Ground 3 No 

4 Elthorne Park 3 No 

5 Perivale Park 2 No 

6 Ravenor Park 2 No 

7 Southall Recreation Ground 3 No 

8 Southfields Recreation Ground 3 No 

9 Spikesbridge Park 3 No 

10 Westcott Park Estate (Cuckoo Park) 1 No 

11 Wolf Fields 2 No 

 Total 27  

 
 
The next table gives details about the tennis courts located at dual use sports 
centres, used by schools during the day and the community at all other times.  Courts 
are also marked for a number of other sports and are available to book during facility 
opening hours for an hourly fee. 
 

No. Location Courts Floodlit 

12 Dormers Wells Leisure Centre 4 Yes 

13 Elthorne Sports Centre 2 Yes 

14 Featherstone Sports Centre 2 Yes 

15 Greenford Sports Centre 2 Yes 

16 Twyford Sports Centre 3 Yes 

 Total 13  
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This table lists free to use tennis courts in parks, which are also marked for a range 
of other sports.  These facilities are often referred to as Multi Use Games Areas or 
MUGA’s. 
 

No. Location Courts Floodlit 

17 Southall Park 4 For hire 

18 Southfields Recreation Ground 1 No 

19 Spikes bridge Park 2 No 

20 Westcott Park Estate (Cuckoo Park) 1 No 

 Total 8  

 
 
The tennis facilities below are either privately owned or leased from the Council and 
operated by sports clubs. 
 

No. Location Courts Floodlit 

21 The Park Club (formerly Acton TC) 18   

22 Brentham Club 12 Yes - 4 

23 Ealing LTC 15   

24 Greenford TC 3 Yes - 3 

25 Gunnersbury Triangle LTC 6 Yes - 2 

26 Old Actonians TC 3 Yes - 2 

27 St Columba's TC 4   

28 St John's LTC 2   

29 West Middlesex LTC 9 Yes - 5 

 Total 72  

 
 
The following tennis facilities are owned by the Council and operated by a third party 
through a lease arrangement. 
 

No. Location Courts Floodlit 

30 Lammas Park  12 No 

31 North Acton Playing Fields 12 No 

32 Pitshanger Park 10 No 

 Total 34  

 
 
The following tennis facilities are located within private members only health and 
fitness clubs, except for the former Barclays Bank Sports Ground courts, which are 
operated through a private management arrangement. 
 

No. Location Courts Floodlit 

33 David Lloyd Club (Sudbury Hill) 6 Yes - 6 

34 GSK Tennis Club (Hanwell) 3   

35 The Park Club 18   

36 Trailfinders Sports Club 8 Yes - 4 

37 V Tennis 12   

38 Former Barclays Bank Sports Ground 6   

 Total 53  
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Current demand for tennis courts 
There is no central collection process for capturing information about tennis 
participation in Ealing, but summer months and school holidays see the highest use 
of public free access courts.  Usage in the winter months is limited, as no free courts 
are floodlit.  Companies running the leased sites, tennis clubs and private health and 
fitness clubs tend to run year round tennis activities but the programme is reduced 
during the winter months due to the weather and a change of sport for some players.    
 
It is safe to assume that there has been no significant decline or increase in demand.  
This is assumed because Ealing’s tennis clubs have been in existence for a 
considerable amount of time and unlike other sports have not folded due to lack of 
playing members and conversely no new clubs have opened to meet any unmet 
demand. 
 
The Active People survey indicated that there is a higher percentage of men playing 
tennis in Ealing, than in West London, London or nationally.  However, there are 
fewer women playing in Ealing than in any other area.  Actual percentage figures are 
shown below. 
 

National London West London Ealing 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

2.86% 1.89% 4.20 2.81% 4.17% 2.28% 4.65% 1.85% 

 
Both men and women in Ealing have expressed a significant interest in playing more 
tennis, 13% of men and nearly 5% of women wish to start playing or play more 
tennis, since last year this figure has risen for men and decreased for women. 
 
 
Future supply and demand for tennis courts 
There is no additional information on the future demand for tennis, apart from the 
Active People survey, which indicates that there is an interest shown by Ealing 
residents to play more tennis. 
   
Applying a factor for a growth of 3.8% in the active population, and a participation 
increase of 10%, the 2021 situation would require up to 154 courts in community use 
marked for tennis only, an increase of 19 courts.   
 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
Neither the Council nor the LTA monitor existing use of tennis court facilities, 
therefore it is impossible to determine for sure if the demand for tennis courts in 
Ealing matches the supply either now or in the future.  However, based on the local 
knowledge of Council and LTA officers and due to the lack of any evidence that 
shows there is a greater or lesser need for tennis courts in Ealing it can be assumed 
with some degree of certainty that there is currently a balance between supply and 
demand.  It is possible to increase the playing capacity of some courts by installing 
floodlighting where appropriate and by changing the playing surface from grass that 
can only be used for part of the year to a much more durable surface that can be 
used intensively.  This would increase the playing capacity of existing courts and 
could mean that the need for an additional 19 courts is reduced.   
 
Free to access tennis courts will remain in public parks, however the Council will also 
take advantage of any opportunities which may arise to work in partnership with 
tennis coaches, local clubs or leaseholders to develop a tennis coaching programme 
on certain free access courts to generate more structured use especially outside of 
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the busy summer months.  These facilities will also be encouraged to attain LTA 
Beacon status, which facilitates the introduction of new players of all ages and 
abilities into the game of tennis. This will give people who live near public parks but 
perhaps some distance from a local club or sports centre the opportunity to play and 
learn about tennis, thus improving the geographical access to sports facilities.   
 
There may also be an opportunity to develop in partnership with the commercial 
sector a combined indoor and outdoor tennis facility as part of a wider development 
project on one of the multi sport multi pitch strategic sites owned by the Council.  
Future proposals may include an indoor facility alongside floodlit outdoor courts; this 
would provide an opportunity for a year round tennis development programme and a 
substantial increase in court capacity.  A dedicated facility could reduce the need for 
other tennis courts allowing them to be redeveloped or remarked for other sports 
activities. The north and north west of the borough should be prioritised for any new 
tennis courts.  
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ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES  
 

 
2007 study findings 
No assessment of synthetic turf pitches was undertaken in the 2007 study. 
 
 
Current supply of artificial grass pitches (AGP’s)  
There are currently 6 full size AGP’s available for community use, although, all are on 
school sites or are part of agreements which ensure that the facilities are only 
available for school use in term time during the day.  All facilities are floodlit and 
available for community use weekday evenings, weekends and school holidays.  
Exceptions are the St Benedict’s pitch which doesn’t have floodlights and is not 
available to the community and the St Augustine’s pitch which is floodlit but not 
regularly available for community use. These two pitches are shown on the map but 
because there is no regular community use of wither pitch, no catchment zone has 
been shown on the map below.  
 
Four pitches have a sand based surface more suitable for hockey and recreational 
sport, and two are 3G pitches, provided primarily for football.  There are also a 
number of smaller synthetic grass areas, each one approximately the size of a 
netball court and therefore have not been indicated on the map below. The pitches 
are at Elthorne Sports Centre and Lammas Park, both of which are floodlit and 
require booking and the payment of a hire fee, the other pitch is free to use, but not 
floodlit and located on The Green in Acton.  These areas are too small to register as 
AGP’s with Sport England’s Planning Tools.  
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No. Site name Size Type Ownership/access Built 

1 Brentside Sports Centre 124 x 82m Sand Private – school & 
club use 

2003 

2 Featherstone Sports 
Centre 

98.4 x 61m Sand School – pay and 
play use 

2003 

3 Northolt High Sports 
Centre 

100 x 60m 3G School – pay and 
play 

2002 

4 Swift Road Outdoor 
Sports Centre 

98 x 50m 3G Council – school 
use & pay and play 

2009 

5 West London Community 
Sports Centre 

100 x 60m Sand Private – school & 
club use 

2006 

6 Carbery Avenue, Acton 100 x 60m Sand Council – leased 
site, opening 2013 

2006 

7 St Augustine’s Priory 
School 

100 x 60m Sand Private – School & 
limited club use 

1988 

8 St Benedict’s School 
Sports Ground 

100 x 60m Sand Private – School 
use 

2011 

The following small pitch sites do not appear on the map 

N/A Elthorne Sports Centre Netball 
court size 

3G Council – pay and 
play 

2010 

N/A Lammas Park Tennis 
court size  

3G Council leased site 
– pay and play 

2010 

N/A The Green, Acton Tennis 
court size 

Sand Council - free 
access 

2009 

 

Using Sport England’s Facility Planning Model, the level of demand for AGP’s across 
London is for 269 pitches and the total projected supply of pitches is 158, resulting in 
only 58% of demand being met across the capital.  The West London 6 borough sub 
region currently has a deficit of 21 pitches across the 6 boroughs. 

On a borough level, the per capita provision in Ealing is measured at about two thirds 
of the national average, and relative share is 28% below the average.  The latter 
figure takes into account pitches in neighbouring local authority areas, and suggests 
that local provision in the wider area is generally poor.  There is therefore a relative 
scarcity of AGPs in Ealing and surrounding areas.   
 
To get an up to date picture of provision in Ealing, a desk-based assessment was 
undertaken using the outputs of Sport England’s Active Places Power database and 
planning tool.  In addition to pitches in Ealing, there are a further 6 AGP’s within 20 
minutes drive of the middle of the borough, and a further 19 pitches within 15-20 
minutes drive. The map below shows the location of Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) 
in West London. 
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Map 28: Location of AGP’s in and around Ealing 
 
 

 
 
Map 29: AGPs per 1000 population across London 
 
The only boroughs with worse provision than Ealing in the London area are mainly 
inner London boroughs.  In more detail, relative provision compared with other 
averages is as follows: 
 

Area Averages Capacity ratio per 1000 
population 

Available Pitches 

Ealing 0.02 6 

London 0.03 207 

National 0.04 1843 

Best in Region (Hillingdon) 0.05 12 

 
 
Ealing is ranked 23rd of 33 London boroughs.  The supply per 1000 in the borough is 
very low compared with the regional and national average, and only 40% of the best-
provided borough in London.  Relative provision of AGP’s in the borough is therefore 
low. 

Sliding scale illustrated as follows: 
 
Red  Best provision 
Orange 
Yellow 
Green 
Blue  Worst provision 
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Although no audits have been undertaken of the quality of existing pitches, it is 
possible to estimate this aspect by adopting the age of existing pitches as a proxy for 
quality.  The Active Places Power database contains detailed information on when 
each pitch was originally constructed and whether it has been refurbished since then.  
None of the pitches have been refurbished but all but one of the pitches have been 
provided since 2000; the oldest was built over 20 years ago, but has had very limited 
use compared with other pitches. Overall the quality of AGP’s within Ealing is 
considered good.   
 
In all cases, it must be acknowledged that over the term of this strategy, all facilities 
will become up to 15 years older, and even if in good repair now, may eventually 
through normal usage no longer be fit for purpose by 2021.   AGPs require regular 
playing surface maintenance, and it is normally recommended that playing surfaces 
be replaced at least every 10 years. 
 
Active Places Power allows an assessment to be made of accessibility to facilities by 
car, public transport and on foot.  The table below shows the corresponding statistics 
and the maps highlight walking and driving access to AGP’s in Ealing. 
 

 

 Car Walk Public transport 

0-10 mins 292582 97% 56574 19% 69636 23% 

10-20 mins 8416 3% 123314 41% 222947 74% 

20-30 mins   92802 30% 8416 3% 

30-45 mins   28309 9%   

 

 

 
 
Map 30: Accessibility by car 
 
 
Accessibility to AGP’s in Ealing follows the normal pattern in urban areas of excellent 
access by car throughout the borough, both to local facilities and those just outside 
Ealing, almost 100% of the population live within a 10-minute drive, but also good 
access by public transport and on foot, with 60% of the population living within a 20-
minute walk and almost all within a 20-minute bus/tube journey. All Ealing residents 
live within a 20-minute drive of at least 2 pitches 
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Map 31: Accessibility on foot 
 
 
Current demand for artificial grass pitches (AGP’s)   
An assessment of the current and future demand for AGPs was made using several 
of Sport England’s Planning Tools including the Facilities Planning Model (FPM) 
annual NFA runs for 2010 and the Sports Facilities Calculator (SFC). Both these 
tools are desk based analysis tools, which generate a picture of current and future 
demand for specific types of facilities.  

Currently demand for AGP’s exceeds supply and capacity by nearly 100% i.e. supply 
is only about half the total demand, with satisfied demand at only 60%, well below the 
national average, but consistent with the overall London situation. Unmet demand is 
currently at 40%, the equivalent of four pitches; with 3.7 of the total of 4 pitches being 
for football facilities ie 3G surface.   

There is significant movement across local authority boundaries by users, but a small 
net export of demand to neighbouring local authorities.  The model indicates that only 
about a quarter of local demand is met in the borough.   
 

 
Future supply and demand 
Historically the demand for AGPs was based on a general Sport England standard, 
which for many years equated to one pitch per 50-60,000 people, and provision in 
the early development of AGPs was broadly in accordance with this standard.  The 
development of 3G (3rd generation) pitches for football and rugby use and the 
requirement for all competitive hockey to take place on AGPs has increased demand 
considerably.   
 
Advice from the Football Association (FA) requires a standard of 1 pitch per 25,000 
for 3G pitches, which are most suitable for football.  The existing provision of 6 full 
size pitches is well below the FA standard of 1 pitch per 25,000, and indeed only 2 of 
the existing pitches are primarily for football.   
 
At present therefore, there is justification for up to 4 additional AGP’s in Ealing.  The 
desirable level of provision at present i.e. the existing pitches plus those required, 
equates to about 1 full size AGP per 30,000 people, which is actually low in 
comparison with other areas. 
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On the basis of the desirable levels of current provision above, future requirements 
by 2021 at current participation levels is the equivalent of 11 pitches and if a 10% 
increase in participation is considered then there is a need for up to 12 more pitches 
in Ealing. 
 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
Sport England’s Planning Tools show that Ealing’s current provision of 6 pitches is 
too few to meet the normally expected levels of demand from within the borough and 
as a result there is sufficient unmet demand for 4 additional pitches.  By 2021 
demand for AGP’s will be the equivalent of 12 pitches, the majority of which being 3G 
suitable for football and rugby training as demand for football and to a lesser extent 
rugby appropriate surfaces is higher than demand for sand dressed pitches.  The 
FA’s ambition is to provide every affiliated team in England the opportunity to train 
once a week on a floodlit 3G pitch and every Charter Standard Community Club with 
priority access to a floodlit 3G pitch. 
 
The location of some existing full size pitches has provided accessibility problems, for 
example Swift Road Outdoor Sports Centre is the newest facility but its location has 
proved to be problematic due to the lack of public transport routes that serve the 
facility and the lack of secure car parking.   
 
None of the existing AGP facilities have been refurbished since being built; this could 
have a major impact on future capacity at existing sites.  The southeast and south 
central areas of the borough are particularly lacking in facilities, with only small sided 
pitches currently available. 
 
To meet demand in the Acton area, the currently closed facility off Carbery Avenue 
(site 1 on the map) needs to be opened for community use as soon as possible. 
Although the surface is sand based, the facility will help meet demand in this area.  
The aim will be to base a hockey club on this site as well as club(s) using the grass 
pitches on a year round basis.   
 
Any new full size AGP facilities should preferably be floodlit for year round use with 
the capacity to be sub divided into smaller areas for training purposes.  Alternatively, 
self contained floodlit multi pitch AGP facilities usually with approximately 10 small 
sided pitches, a small gym, social space and changing rooms, should be considered 
on one maybe two sites in Ealing.  Ideally full size facilities will be built alongside 
existing leisure provision either on the site of existing indoor facilities to make best 
use of management and operational arrangements as well as ancillary changing 
rooms, etc or at outdoor strategic multi sport multi pitch sites.   
 
Pitches with a 3G surface are in higher demand than sand based surfaces and 
should be strongly considered especially where a new pitch is being built at an 
outdoor strategically important site mainly used for football.  Floodlit AGP’s located at 
outdoor venues will provide grass pitch teams with the opportunity to train at any time 
throughout the week at the same venue and will provide greater site security through 
increased use.  Possible future locations include Warren Farm Sports Ground, 
Spikesbridge Park and Rectory Park. 
 
As playing surfaces are being developed which will allow hockey use as well as 
football and rugby, consideration should be given to installing this surface at all multi 
sport multi pitch sites to expand the range of sports facilities available at these key 
sites.  Over the next 10 years, funds should be identified to carry out refurbishment 
work on existing pitches. 
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MULTI USE GAMES AREAS (MUGAs) 

   

   
2007 study findings 
The study found that there were 35 MUGAs distributed fairly evenly across the 
borough, with only about a quarter with free access.  The study concluded that there 
is a latent demand for hard surface floodlit areas for training as well as informal 
recreation. 
 
 
Current supply of MUGAs 
In total there are 46 MUGAs, on 31 different sites, plus 12 half court sites located 
across Ealing in a variety of places, some free to use at any time others accessible 
only during facility opening hours.  33 MUGAs are free to use but of these some are 
only accessible when the adjacent facility is open.   19 MUGA’s, on 8 sites, are 
floodlit, including all the sports centre sites and three sites listed in the first table 
below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following table identifies the locations of free to use MUGAs situated mostly in 
public parks or attached to play, community or youth centres which means access is 
restricted to the opening times of each centre.  Only three of the following facilities 
are floodlit, Bollo Brook Youth Centre, Southall Park multi use courts and new lights 
have been installed at Viking Primary School (Radcliffe Way). 
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The following abbreviations have been used to describe courts markings for all 
MUGAs: 

BB Basketball 
CRIC Cricket 
FB Football 
NET Netball 
RH Roller Hockey 
TEN Tennis 

  F Floodlit  
 

No. Location Areas Markings F 

 Acton Park 1 BB, FB  

 Bollo Brook Youth Centre 1 BB, FB, RH F 

 Churchfields Recreation Ground 1 BB, FB  

 Copley Close (Worcester Court) 1 BB, FB  

 Cuckoo Park 1 BB, FB, RH  

 Dormers Wells Play Centre 1 BB, FB, RH  

 Gurnell Grove 1 BB, FB  

 Havelock Community Centre 1 BB, FB  

 Islip Manor Park 1 BB, FB  

 Northolt Grange Community Centre 1 BB, FB, RH  

 Northolt Park Play Centre 1 BB, FB, RH  

 Perivale Park 1 BB, FB  

 Ravenor Park 2 BB, FB  

 Rectory Park 1 BB, FB  

 South Park 1 BB, FB  

 Southall Park 4 BB, FB, CRIC, NET, TEN F 

 Southall Park 2 CRIC  

 Southall Recreation Ground 2 BB, FB, CRIC  

 Southfields Recreation Ground 1 BB, FB, TEN  

 Spikesbridge Park 2 BB, FB  

 Springfield Gardens 1 BB, FB  

 Trinity Way 1 BB, FB  

 Vale Estate 1 BB, FB  

 Viking PS (Radcliffe Way) 1 BB, FB, RH F 

 Wesley Playing Fields 1 BB, FB  

 Westcott Park Estate (Cuckoo Park) 1 BB, FB, RH, TEN  

 Total 33   

 
The following table list’s the MUGAs located on school sites, which are open for 
community use outside of school hours.  All facilities are floodlit and a hire charge 
applies.   
 

No. Location Areas Markings F 

 Dormers Wells Leisure Centre 4 BB, FB, NET, TEN, RH F 

 Elthorne Sports Centre 2 BB, FB, NET, TEN F 

 Featherstone Sports Centre 2 BB, FB, TEN F 

 Greenford Sports Centre  2 BB, FB, NET, TEN F 

 Twyford Sports Centre 3 NET, TEN F 

 Total 13   
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The following table lists the free to use half court areas in the borough, the majority of 
which are located in public parks. None of these facilities are floodlit. 
 

No. Location Areas Markings F 

 Blondin Park 1 BB  

 Copley Close (Community Centre) 1 BB  

 Cranleigh Park 1 BB  

 Dean Gardens 1 BB  

 Down Way Playground 1 BB  

 Mount Pleasant Gardens 1 BB  

 Fairview Playground 1 BB  

 Heathfield Gardens 1 BB  

 Jubilee Park 1 BB, FB  

 North Acton Playing Fields 1 BB, FB  

 Rothesay Avenue (in play area) 1 BB, FB  

 Woodend Recreation Ground West 1 BB  

 Total 12   

 
 
Current demand for MUGAs 
There is little demand information that assists in identifying the need for MUGAs.  In 
other situations, a desirable standard of 1 MUGA per 3,000-5,000 people has been 
adopted, but this tends to be in more rural areas, where accessibility is poorer.  If the 
current number of 46 MUGAs meets demand, then the Ealing standard equates to 1 
MUGA per 7,000 people and 1:17000 for floodlit facilities, which is suggested as a 
reasonable standard, bearing in mind the urban nature of the borough and existing 
levels of provision.   
 
 
Future supply and demand 
Applying a growth factor of 3.8% in the active population, and a participation increase 
of 10%, the 2021 situation would require up to 52 courts in community use, an 
increase of 7 courts, or 21 floodlit courts an increase of 3.  Traditionally MUGA’s 
have been identified as key facilities to locate in areas of high density housing for 
informal use by individuals or groups of youngsters, however, they are also useful 
activity spaces for voluntary groups and clubs to deliver holiday or after school 
activities on a local basis. 
 
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
New facilities will be installed where appropriate as part of new housing 
developments and through small external capital grants for specific locations often on 
housing estates or where access to indoor facilities is limited.  Half court areas and 
MUGAs are relatively straightforward and cost effective to install and are often the 
only facility suitable for a relatively small recreational space, offering a range of 
different activities.  
 
There is limited access to MUGA’s or half courts in the central Ealing area and in 
areas of north Greenford and Northolt, therefore any new facilities should prioritise 
these areas.  To increase capacity and usage, floodlighting of existing facilities 
should also be considered where appropriate.  However, with increased usage may 
come the need for greater levels of management and supervision. It will be important 
to maintain the quality and safety of existing and new facilities over the next 10 years. 
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GAELIC FOOTBALL 
Minority sports such as Gaelic football are located on grass pitches, which could also 
be used for football or rugby.  Ealing has one Gaelic football club in Greenford 
currently operating from a Council owned leased facility in Greenford.  There are 
other Gaelic sports clubs based in Ealing, playing at Northolt Rugby Club and the 
Council owned pitch in Perivale Park, which also doubles up as a rugby pitch.   
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
Current supply meets existing demand, however, any future increase in demand can 
potentially be met by remarking other similar sized sports pitches.    
   
 
HOCKEY 
The provision of hockey facilities in general has changed dramatically over the last 
15 years, with the sport moving from grass surfaces to Artificial Grass Pitches 
(AGP’s). All competitive hockey is now played on AGP’s, with elite teams playing on 
water based AGP’s.  Ealing did have a number of hockey clubs based in the borough 
prior to the switch from grass to AGP’s, but in recent years the lack of facilities has 
meant that clubs have moved elsewhere. There is a possibility of hockey clubs 
moving back into the borough, once appropriate facilities become available to use.  If 
new AGP’s with 3G playing surfaces, suitable for football and rugby, are installed, 
then pitch space at sand based facilities more suitable for hockey could potentially be 
released in the future as football users move from sand based to 3G AGP’s.  
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
The sand based AGP currently closed in Acton, will potentially provide a hockey club 
with a home venue in Ealing, to develop the sport for both men, women and young 
people of all ages and abilities.   
 

 

WATERSPORTS 
Ealing has limited water space available for either educational or recreational use. 
The new kayaking facility based in the arches of Kew Bridge provides access to the 
River Thames for people living along the southern edge of the borough as well as 
those in Acton.  The Kew Bridge facility has changing and toilet facilities as well as 
boat storage available.  The long term aspiration is for rowing to take place at the site 
as well as canoeing and kayaking.  Hillingdon Outdoor Education Centre, in Harefield 
just north of the borough, gives people living in Northolt access to lake based 
facilities, which include sailing and kayaking.  Access to the Grand Union Canal is 
also available at Horsenden Farm for canoeists and kayakers.   
 
Summary of current position and proposed future actions and opportunities 
There is potential to look at upgrading the water sports facilities along the Grand 
Union Canal, particularly at Horsenden Farm, however no further developments are 
planned due to a range of other water based activity centres, being within a 20 
minute drive of Ealing. 

 
 
BOULES 
There is a Boules area suitable for approximately 3 games in Lammas Park 
Enclosure, central Ealing, managed by the tennis facility lease holder.  
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INFORMAL RECREATION IN EALING – SPACES NOT PLACES 
 
As well as formal sports facilities, Ealing is also committed to supplying residents with 
opportunities to take part in activities of an informal nature such as walking, cycling, 
outdoor table tennis and outdoor gym use.  Future consideration will be given to 
installing new and innovative equipment for activities such as Parkour. People can 
participate in these free activities either on their own or as part of a group at any time 
during park opening hours. The majority of free access equipment in parks is 
installed following local consultation to identify the needs of local people. Parks are 
open spaces but also activity venues and as such placing outdoor fitness equipment 
in parks contributes to the accessibility of facilities across the borough. 
 
All of Ealing’s parks and open spaces are available and accessible for informal use; 
particularly popular venues with a wide range of attractions include the Brent River 
Park, Northala Fields, Horsenden Hill, Ealing Common, Southall Park, Walpole Park, 
Hanger Hill and Acton Park.  These areas are of great value to the community 
because they provide free access to a wide range of facilities.   
 
Future informal activity development across Ealing’s parks will include distance 
marker routes around parks to allow people to walk or jog a set distance, outdoor 
gym facilities and other sports equipment for a range of activities which could include 
parkour, rebound walls, skate facilities and low level climbing or traversing 
equipment.   
 
 
Climbing equipment 
Casual climbing equipment is a relatively new provision to be installed in Ealing’s 
parks.  This equipment is designed in such a way that additional climbing units can 
be added to create a variety of shapes, setting users a combination of both simple 
and complex climbing challenges whilst being relatively close to the ground.  There is 
a traversing wall in Pitshanger Park, climbing boulders and blocks in Acton Park, 
Spikesbridge and Trinity Way and stone stacks in the play areas in Churchfields and 
adjacent to Gurnell Leisure Centre.  
 
Climbing equipment will continue to be installed alongside existing and/or new 
play/teenage recreational facilities.   
 
 
Cycling in parks 
Cycling is popular in Ealing’s parks, although under the bylaws it is prohibited except 
on official cycle paths, which are clearly signed. Future work will include liaising with 
local and regional organisations as well as local residents to identify a network of 
appropriate cycle routes across the borough.  There is currently a small off road cycle 
track on the Race Course Estate, Northolt and a BMX circuit alongside Gurnell 
Leisure Centre. There is a 0.96 mile closed road cycle circuit in Hayes on the 
western border of the borough that runs year round activity programmes for people of 
all ages and abilities. 
 
In the recent Active People survey for Ealing, adult participation in cycling was found 
to be higher than the London and West London sub regional area figures.  The figure 
for female participation in cycling in Ealing was also higher than the national figures.  
Of those adults in Ealing who indicated that they would like to do more sport, nearly 
11% of men expressed an interest in cycling; a rise on the previous year, but there 
was fall in the interest by women from just under 5% to just below 1%.  Cycling is the 
second most popular sport amongst those adults aged over 50, who expressed an 
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interest in doing more sport, the highest being swimming. Over 12% expressed an 
interest in either starting or doing more cycling. 
 
Cycling facility developments to be investigated in the future include the idea of a 
Velopark, which would incorporate an off road cycle circuit, BMX track, cyclo cross, 
mountain biking and stunt area and more small off road cycle circuits.   
 
A network of cycle routes will be developed to link parks and sports facilities with the 
wider London Cycle Network routes in Ealing, enabling people to access facilities 
more easily by bicycle.  Cycle routes through parks will be agreed with local residents 
and with cycling organisations such as SUSTRANS.   
 
 
Distant marker routes 
Distance marker routes provide the opportunity for people to walk, jog or run a set 
distance usually around a park, often useful for people just starting to exercise or 
when rehabilitating from an operation or as part of a healthy active lifestyle goal.  The 
development of measured routes will enhance the appeal and usage of the parks for 
existing and new users. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. Site Distance (m) Installed 

1 Blondin Park 1000 2012/13 

2 Lammas Park 1600 2012/13 

3 North Acton Playing Fields 1200 2012/13 

4 Perivale Park 1200 2009 

5 Pitshanger Park 1300 2012/13 

6 Ravenor Park 1200 2012/13 

7 Southall Park 1000 2012/13 

8 Southall Recreation Ground 1000 2012/13 

9 Spikesbridge Park 900 2010 

 
Distance marker routes will be installed in identified key parks and recreational 
venues across Ealing giving a good geographical spread of facilities to improve 
accessibility. 
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Outdoor Gym equipment  
Outdoor gyms have become more popular in recent years, reasons for this could be 
a combination of a change in attitude for some generations, the appeal of being in an 
outdoor venue not in a sports centre, the basic nature of the equipment makes it 
easy to use for people with little knowledge, physical accessibility at a wide range of 
times and free access.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. Site No. of stations Installed 

1 Acton Park Multi 2011 

2 Blondin Park 5 2011 

3 Churchfields 2 2011 

4 Cuckoo Park 6 2012 

5 Dean Gardens 4 2010 

6 Drayton Green 5 2011 

7 Ealing Central Sports Ground 3 2011 

8 Elthorne Park 4 2012 

9 Gurnell Grove 6 2009 

10 Hanger Hill 1 2008 

11 Jubilee Park 8 2009 

12 King George’s Field/Poors Piece 3 2012 

13 Lammas Park 4 2011/12 

14 North Acton Playing Fields 6 2009 

15 Northolt Park 7 2009 

16 Pitshanger Park 9 2011 

17 Radcliffe Way 5 2011 

18 Ravenor Park 6 2009 

19 Southall Park 5 2008/10 

20 Southall Recreation Ground 7 2011/12 

21 Spikesbridge Park 4 2011 

22 The Green, Acton 2 2009 

23 Wesley Playing Fields 3 2008 

 
Outdoor gyms will continue to be installed in parks and recreational venues across 
Ealing, primarily close to other park recreational facilities such as Multi Use Games 
Areas or play areas. 
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Table Tennis tables 
Outdoor Table Tennis tables are a relatively new idea for Ealing; these facilities are 
more popular in countries with a warmer climate, where play is less likely to be 
disrupted due to inclement weather.  Table Tennis is a sport as well as a recreational 
activity popular with people of all ages and abilities, facilities to date have been 
installed alongside other recreational and/or play equipment.  Outdoor tables are 
currently located as shown on the following map. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. Site No. of tables Installed 

1 Copley Close 2 2012 

2 King George’s Field/Poors Piece 1 2012 

3 Northala Fields 1 2011 

4 The Vale Estate 1 2011 

5 Trinity Way, Acton 1 2009 

6 Wesley Playing Fields 1 2011 

7 Westcott Park Estate 1 2011 

 
 
Outdoor Table Tennis tables will continue to be installed alongside existing and/or 
new play/teenage recreational facilities.   
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DESIGNATION OF OUTDOOR SPORTS GROUNDS AND RECREATIONAL 
AREAS AS WELL AS FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 
 

Strategic multi sport multi pitch priority sites 

Planning Statement  
Strategic multi sport multi pitch priority sports grounds are designated as Outdoor Sports Facilities and are primarily protected and 
maintained for sports use only with the presumption that the sites be developed in favour of outdoor sport to enhance existing 
activities and facilities.  These are sites, which comprise a number of pitches, and accommodate a range of sports, often used by a 
significant number of organisations and clubs. Pitches as well as ancillary facilities including changing rooms, toilets, social spaces 
and car parking, will be either maintained or developed to a standard acceptable for local clubs to play in organised leagues with 
Council owned facilities being available for pay and play as well as season long bookings.  The user catchment for these strategic 
sites, located across the borough will include the wider West London area.  Future development may include the building of indoor 
facilities on site in order to make future outdoor sports pitch development and delivery feasible and sustainable and/or the 
installation of floodlit artificial surface facilities, which will allow the site to be used more often. 

Identifying features 
 Multi sport and multi pitch site used by a significant number of organisations and clubs  
 Community use of pitches available on a season long or pay and play basis 
 Grounds spatially distributed across the borough in order to facilitate good access to facilities 
 Adequate and appropriate car parking to cater for users 

Timescale for development 
Short term = 1 – 2 years, Medium term = 3 – 6 years, Long term = 7 years plus 

Venue Location Existing facilities Timescale 
& Priority 

Potential future development 

1. Brentham 
Club 

Central 
Ealing 

Football & Cricket pitches 
Bowls Green & pavilion 
Tennis courts – various surfaces 
Clubhouse with very good changing 
facilities, social space and cafe 

Short term 
& medium 
priority 
 

New changing room pavilion adjacent to 
first team pitch and possible conversion 
of some grass courts to a year round 
playing surface. Improvements to cricket 
pavilion 

2. Ealing Central 
Sports Ground 

Perivale Football & Cricket pitches  
Pavilion with average quality 
changing rooms 
Outdoor gym equipment 

Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

Refurbishment of the pavilion and 
development of a social space & 
improved outdoor facilities 

3. London 
Playing Fields 
(Greenford) 

Greenford Football, Rugby & Cricket pitches 
Main pavilion with very good quality 
changing facilities and social space 
Smaller pavilion with changing 
facilities  

Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Main pavilion refurbishment and pitch 
improvements.  AGP at south end of 
ground with new adjacent pavilion  

4. North Acton 
Playing Fields 

Acton Football & Cricket pitches 
Good quality changing rooms, public 
café on site plus indoor community 
activity space 
Outdoor Gym equipment 
Tennis courts & MUGA  

Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Changing room and pitch improvements. 
New distance marker route installed 
around perimeter 

5. Old Actonians 
Sports Ground 

Acton Rugby & Cricket pitches 
Tennis & Netball courts 
Pavilion with very good changing 
facilities and social space used for 
indoor sports activities 
Squash courts 

Long term 
& medium 
priority 

Pavilion refurbishment and pitch 
improvements as and when required 

6. Perivale Park Perivale Football & Cricket pitches  
Poor quality changing facilities 
9 hole Golf Course 
8 lane floodlit Athletics Track 
including outdoor gym equipment 
Distance marker route  
Tennis courts & MUGA 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

Refurbish or redevelop the existing 
buildings including the outdoor changing 
rooms and golf pavilion, new golf driving 
range 
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7. Rectory Park Northolt Football & Cricket pitches  

Limited changing facilities 
Skate facility 

Medium 
term & high 
priority 

New changing rooms, indoor sports and 
social facilities, floodlit outdoor sports 
areas, including AGP or 5 v 5 pitches and 
improved outdoor pitches and community 
changing provision. Consider installation 
of cricket wickets 

8. Spikes Bridge 
Park 

Southall Football & Cricket pitches 
No changing facilities  
Cinder 400m jogging track  
Tennis courts & MUGA’s 
Distance marker route 
Outdoor gym equipment 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

New pavilion, including changing and 
toilet facilities as well as indoor 
community space, floodlit ATP, pitch 
improvements and  improved jogging 
track 

9. Trailfinders 
Sports Ground 

Ealing Rugby & Cricket pitches 
Tennis courts 
Pavilions with excellent facilities 
including changing rooms, social 
spaces, stand, functions rooms, gym 
and treatment room 

Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

Floodlit AGP for training and increased 
number of grass pitches 

10. Warren 
Farm 

Southall Football & Cricket pitches  
Poor quality changing facilities, no 
social space 
Disused tennis and netball courts 
Disused field event athletics facilities 
Disused cricket nets 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

New changing rooms, indoor sports and 
social facilities, floodlit outdoor sports 
areas, including AGP and improved 
playing surfaces for cricket and football 

 
Map showing the strategic outdoor multi sport multi pitch sites and a one mile 
catchment around each facility.
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Potential multi sport multi pitch or dual sport sites pending redevelopment 

Planning Statement 
These sports grounds are not currently in use but are designated as Outdoor Sports Facilities and are protected and maintained for 
sports use only with the presumption that the sites be redeveloped in favour of outdoor sport to enhance borough wide provision.  
Pitches as well as ancillary facilities including changing rooms, toilets, social spaces and car parking, will be developed to a 
standard acceptable for clubs to play in organised leagues.  Future developments could include the rebuilding of pavilions and /or 
changing rooms to ensure the facilities meet league standards as well as reinstating winter and/or summer playing surfaces and 
installing floodlighting on outdoor sports areas. The user catchment of these sites maybe more localised however, the sites will 
have similar requirements to the strategic sites when considering future development of facilities.   

Identifying features pending redevelopment 
 Multi sport and multi pitch site used by a significant number of organisations and clubs  
 Community use of pitches available year round on a season long or pay and play basis 
 Grounds spatially distributed across the borough in order to facilitate good access to facilities 
 Adequate and appropriate car parking to cater for users 

Timescale for development 
Short term = 1 – 2 years, Medium term = 3 – 6 years, Long term = 7 years plus 

Venue Location Sports facilities currently out of use Timescale 
& Priority 

Potential future development 

Former 
Liverpool 
Victoria Sports 
Ground 

Acton Floodlit full size sand based AGP 
Football & Cricket pitches and  
pavilion currently not in use 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

New pavilion including changing rooms 
and social facilities, reinstatement of 
football & cricket pitches, floodlit AGP to 
be cleaned and refurbished for use 

Popefield Sports 
Ground 

Ealing Football & Cricket pitches not in use 
 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

New pavilion with changing facilities and 
social area and reinstatement of football 
and cricket pitch playing surfaces 

Former Glaxo 
Sports Ground 

Greenford Facilities not currently in use include 
Football & Cricket pitches, tennis 
courts, bowls green and changing 
room block 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

William Perkin High School facilities to 
include indoor and outdoor sports 
facilities available for community use 

Thames Valley 
University 
Sports Ground 

Perivale Football & Cricket pitches not in use 
Pavilion with changing facilities and 
social space currently not in use 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

Reinstate football and cricket pitches 
Reopen changing rooms for community 
and local club use 

Norwood Hall 
Sports Ground 

Southall Pavilion (not in use), derelict redgra 
pitch and grass athletics facilities, 3 
football pitches and 2 cricket wickets 

Medium 
term & high 
priority 

Rebuild/redevelop pavilion to provide 
changing rooms, social space and toilets 
adjacent to grass pitches for school, club 
and community use 

Former 
Eversheds 
Sports Ground 

Hanwell Facilities not currently in use include 
Football and cricket pitches, pavilion 
with changing facilities and social 
space 

Medium 
term & low 
priority 

Reinstate football pitches or alternative 
sports pitches and reopen pavilion for 
community/club use 

Former Barclays 
Bank Sports 
Ground 

Ealing Facilities not currently in use include 
Football & Cricket pitches, outdoor 
swimming pool, sports hall and 
squash courts 

Long term 
& high 
priority 

Reinstate indoor and outdoor sports 
facilities for school and community use 

Sudbury Hill 
Playing Fields 
(David Lloyd) 

Northolt Football & Cricket pitches not in use Long term 
& medium 
priority 

Reinstate football and cricket pitches 
located off drive way to health club 
including new pavilion with changing 
facilities and social area.  Possible 
development of indoor tennis courts at 
health Club 

Land Adjacent 
to Wasps FC 
SG 

Acton Facilities not currently in use include 
bowls green, floodlit tennis courts 
and derelict building on site 

Long term 
& medium 
priority 

Develop site for appropriate outdoor 
sports use, most likely an extension to 
the adjacent rugby pitch facilities rather 
than refurbishment of existing multi sport 
derelict facilities 
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Sport Specific priority sites 
Planning Statement 
Sport specific priority sports grounds are designated as Outdoor Sports Facilities and are protected and maintained for sports use 
only with the presumption that the sites be developed in favour of outdoor sport to enhance existing activities and facilities.  Playing 
as well as ancillary facilities will be either maintained or developed to meet the required standards laid down by the relevant 
national governing body of that sport.  Future developments could include the rebuilding of pavilions and /or changing rooms to 
ensure the facilities meet league standards for a given sport.  Current provision could also be enhanced by developing a site to 
become dual purpose eg a football ground might be developed to include a cricket wicket, to allow for year round use of the site.  
The user catchments will vary between facilities depending on the level of competition hosted at each site.  Venues hosting elite 
level competition will tend to have a bigger catchment and greater need for ancillary facilities especially changing rooms and car 
parking eg Perivale Park Athletics Track, but adequate and appropriate car parking must be a consideration for all facilities. 

Identifying features 
 Specific sport as its priority use with the presumption that the site will be developed in favour of that sport or an alternative 

complimentary sport 
 Discontinuity of provision would cause major issues for the delivery of the specific sport 

Timescale for development 
Short term = 1 – 2 years, Medium term = 3 – 6 years, Long term = 7 years plus 

Venue Location Existing facilities Timescale 
& Priority 

Potential future development 

AAtthhlleettiiccss  
Perivale Park 
Athletics Track 

Perivale 8 lane 400m all weather floodlit track 
with 3 throws cages and 5 throwing 
circles, indoor training area with 
indoor throwing circle and 
weightlifting platforms, outdoor gym, 
300 seat stand and pavilion with 
changing facilities and social area 

Medium 
term & high 
priority 

Investigate options to increase indoor 
training facilities and car parking 
especially if the golf facility development 
plans progress at the adjacent Perivale 
Park Golf Course 

Spikes Bridge 
Jogging track 

Southall 6 lane 400m cinder track, no 
changing facilities 

Medium 
term & high 
priority 

Reduce the number of lanes and improve 
the quality of the surface, ensuring new 
facility fits with the overall development of 
sports facilities in the park 

Bowls & Croquet 
Acton Park 
Bowls Green 

Acton Pavilion, including toilets and 1 
Green 

Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

Ensure changing/toilet and social 
facilities are appropriate for use 

Brentham Bowls 
Club 

Ealing Pavilion and 1 green, part of multi 
sports club with clubhouse facilities 

 No specific bowls related development 
planned at this time 

Ealing 
Conservative 
Club Bowls 
Green  

Ealing Pavilion and 1 Green   No developments planned at this time 

Horsenden Hill 
Bowls Green  

Greenford Pavilion and 1 Green Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

Ensure changing/toilet and social 
facilities are appropriate for use 

Islip Manor Park 
Bowls Green 

Northolt 1 Green & small storage shed 
Use of toilets in Play Centre building 

Medium 
term & low 
priority 

Ensure changing/toilet and social 
facilities are appropriate for use 

Lammas Park 
Croquet Greens 

Ealing Pavilion and 3 Greens Medium 
term & low 
priority 

Ensure changing/toilet and social 
facilities are appropriate for use and 
determine future use of 3 greens 

Pitshanger Park 
Bowls Green 

Ealing Pavilion and 1 Green in use Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Shared toilet facilities located in tennis 
pavilion 

Springfield 
Bowls Green 

Acton Pavilion and 1 Green  No developments planned at this time 
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West Ealing 
Bowls Club 
Green 

West 
Ealing 

Pavilion and 1 Green 
Changing rooms and access 
recently refurbished 

Long term 
& low 
priority 

Ensure changing/toilet and social 
facilities are appropriate for use 

Wolf Fields 
Bowls Green 

Southall Pavilion and 1 Green Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

Ensure changing/toilet and social 
facilities are appropriate for use 

CCrriicckkeett  
Durdans Park 
Playing Fields 
(Ramgharia CC) 

Southall Pavilion and 1 Cricket pitch Short term 
& high 
priority 

New pavilion and playing surface 
improvements 

Ealing Cricket 
Club Ground 

Ealing Pavilion and 1 Cricket pitch Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Playing surface and pavilion 
improvements 

Hanwell Cricket 
Club Ground 

Greenford Pavilion & Cricket pitch Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Playing surface and pavilion 
improvements 

Islip Manor Park Northolt Cricket pitch, users have use of 
toilets in Play Centre building 

 No developments planned at this time 

Longfield 
Playing Field 

West 
Ealing 

Cricket pitch – currently out of use Long term 
& low 
priority 

Reinstate cricket pitch if and when 
sufficient demand exists 

Osterley Cricket 
Club Ground 

Southall Pavilion and 2 Cricket pitches Short term 
& high 
priority 

Playing surface improvements 

Park Club 
(Acton Cricket 
Club Ground) 

Acton Health Club access & 1 Cricket pitch  No developments planned at this time 

Shepherds Bush 
CC Ground 

Acton Pavilion and 1 Cricket pitch  No developments planned at this time 

SKLP Cricket 
Ground 

Northolt Pavilion and 1 Cricket pitch Short term 
& high 
priority 

Playing surface improvements and 
rebuild/refurbishment of pavilion 

FFoooottbbaallll  
Acton Gardens 
Village Social 
Club 

Acton Pavilion and 2 Football pitches  No developments planned at this time 

Berkley Fields Greenford 2 Football or Gaelic football pitches Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Possible inclusion of grass pitches in 
future Gaelic football club lease 

Dormers Wells 
Leisure Centre  

Southall 2 Football pitches  No developments planned at this time 

Elthorne Water 
side pitches 

Hanwell 1 A & 3 Mini Football pitches Long term 
& medium 
priority 

New changing rooms for outdoor sports 
pitches 

Fox Reservoir 
Sports Ground  

Ealing Pavilion and 2 Football pitches 
(Fields in Trust) 

Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Pitch and pavilion improvements  

Former Glaxo 
Sports Ground  

Hanwell Pavilion and 2 Football pitches Short term 
& high 
priority 

Grass pitches reinstated as part of new 
high school development 

Gurnell Playing 
Fields and 
Environs 

West 
Ealing 

2 Football pitches with very good 
quality changing rooms located in 
Gurnell Leisure Centre 
Skate park & BMX track 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

Grass pitch improvements and new 
MUGA 

Hanwell Town 
FC Ground 

Perivale 1 Football pitch with spectator area  No developments planned at this time 
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King Georges 
Playing Fields 

Southall Football pitches Short term 
& high 
priority 

Access to new pavilion at adjacent 
Durdans Park cricket ground will bring 
pitches back into regular use 

Lammas Park Ealing Junior Football pitch – casual use  No developments planned at this time 

Lord Halsbury 
Playing Fields 

Northolt Pavilion and 3 Football pitches and 
an 60m x 40m 3G AGP 
(Fields in Trust) 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

Rebuild pavilion, including changing 
rooms, social space and function area 
and pitch improvements, plus dedicated 
boxing/training area 

Marnham Road 
Ground 

Greenford Space available for 3 Football 
pitches 

Medium 
term & low 
priority 

No developments planned at this time, 
however possible usage and 
development agreement with Cardinal 
Wiseman school should be investigated  

North Greenford 
United Ground 

Greenford 1 Football pitch with spectator area  No developments planned at this time 

Osterley Sports 
Ground 

Southall 5 Football pitches  No developments planned at this time 

Pitshanger 
Park/Scotch 
Common 

Ealing Football pitches Short term 
& high 
priority 

New pavilion and playing surface 
improvements 

Shamrock 
Sports & Social 
Club Ground 

Acton Pavilion and 2 Football pitches    No developments planned at this time 

Southall 
Recreation 
Ground 

Southall Space available for 3 Football 
pitches (Fields in Trust) 

 No developments planned at this time, 
possible reinstatement of pitches during 
Warren Farm redevelopment period 

Southfield 
Recreation 
Ground 

Acton 2 Football pitches and changing 
rooms and toilet (no showers)  

Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

Refurbish changing rooms or rebuild as a 
pavilion 

West Ealing BC 
Ground  

Hanwell 1 Junior Football pitch  No developments planned at this time 

GGaaeelliicc  ssppoorrttss  

Tir Chonail 
Gaels – Berkley 
Fields 

Greenford 3 Gaelic Football pitches & 
Clubhouse 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

Refurbish or redevelop changing block, 
option to include Berkley fields pitches 
into lease 

GGoollff  
Brent Valley 
Golf Course 

Hanwell 18 hole golf course Short term 
& high 
priority 

Refurbish Clubhouse including changing 
rooms and toilets and refurbish 
Roundhouse bar building 

Ealing Golf 
Course 

Perivale  18 hole golf course  No developments planned at this time 

Horsenden Hill 
Golf Course 

Greenford 9 hole golf course Short term 
& high 
priority 

Consider alternative leisure/recreational 
uses of this course 

Limetrees Park 
Golf Course 

Northolt 26 bay driving range 
 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

9 hole course opening 2013 
18 hole course planned 2016 

Northolt Golf 
Course 

Northolt 9 hole golf course Medium 
term & high 
priority 

Consider alternative leisure/recreational 
uses of this course 

Perivale Golf 
Course 

Perivale 9 hole golf course Short term 
& high 
priority 

Refurbish or redevelop the existing 
buildings including the outdoor changing 
rooms and golf pavilion, consider 
consolidating use, plus golf driving range 

West Middlesex 
Golf Course 

Greenford 18 hole golf course  No developments planned at this time 
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TTeennnniiss  ((cclluubbss  aanndd  lleeaasseedd  ssiitteess))  
Acton Tennis 
Club 

Acton Health Club access and courts  No developments planned at this time 

Ealing Lawn 
Tennis Club 

Ealing Pavilion and courts (3 x indoor 
courts) 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

Possible conversion of some grass 
courts to a year round playing surface 

Elthorne Park 
(leased site) 

Hanwell Courts Short term 
& high 
priority 

Possible construction of small 
kiosk/pavilion alongside courts and 
floodlights pending planning permission 

Greenford LTC Greenford Pavilion and floodlit courts  No developments planned at this time 

Gunnersbury 
Triangle LTC 

Acton Pavilion and floodlit courts  No developments planned at this time 

Lammas Park & 
Enclosure 
(leased site) 

Ealing Floodlit courts and pavilion, plus 2 
small floodlit 3G 5 v 5 areas 

 No developments planned at this time 

North Acton 
Playing Fields 
(leased site) 

Acton Courts and pavilion Short term 
& high 
priority 

Options for converting/improving playing 
surfaces 

Pitshanger Park 
(leased site) 

Ealing Courts and pavilion Short term 
& high 
priority 

Pavilion redevelopment, court surface 
improvements and floodlights pending 
planning permission 

St Columbas 
LTC 

Acton Pavilion and courts  No developments planned at this time, 
however floodlighting of existing courts 
might be considered at some point 

St Johns LTC Ealing Courts only  No developments planned at this time 

West Middlesex 
LTC 

West 
Ealing 

Pavilion and floodlit courts  No developments planned at this time 

RRuuggbbyy  

Northolt RFC 
Ground 

Greenford Rugby and Gaelic sports pitches 
and pavilion, including recently 
refurbished changing rooms, social 
space and small gym 

 No developments planned at this time 

Wasps FC 
Sports Ground 

Acton Rugby pitches and pavilion including 
changing rooms, meeting room 
space and gym 

 No developments planned at this time, 
although more pitch space needed on 
Sundays to accommodate juniors 
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Informal activity – recreation site often with unique facility 
Planning statement 

All of Ealing’s parks and open spaces are available and accessible for informal use, particularly popular venues with a wide 
range of attractions include the Brent River Park, Northala Fields, Horsenden Hill, Ealing Common, Southall Park, Walpole Park, 
Hanger Hill and Acton Park.  These areas are of great value to the community because they provide free access to a wide range 
of facilities.  Future informal activity development across Ealing’s parks will include distance marker routes around parks to allow 
people to walk or jog a set distance, outdoor gym facilities, outdoor table tennis tables and clearly marked cycling routes. Other 
activity provision could include parkour, skate facilities and low level climbing or traversing equipment.   

Timescale for development 
Short term = 1 – 2 years, Medium term = 3 – 6 years, Long term = 7 years plus 

Venue Location Key features Timescale 
& Priority 

Potential future development 

Acton Park Acton Climbing equipment 
Outdoor Table Tennis table 
Outdoor gym equipment (multi) 

Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

Distance marker route 

Blondin Park Hanwell Games area 
Outdoor gym equipment (5 stations) 

Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Distance marker route 

Brent Lodge Park & 
Churchfields 

Hanwell Animal Centre & Maze  
Tennis courts 
Outdoor gym equipment (2 stations) 

Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority  

Distance marker route 

Copley Close West Ealing Grass area Short term 
& high 
priority 

Full size MUGA (Worcester 
Court), half court and outdoor 
table tennis table (car park 
area) 

Dean Gardens West Ealing Gym equipment (4 stations)  No developments planned at 
this time 

Drayton Green West Ealing One lane jogging path  
Informal pitch 
Outdoor gym equipment (5 stations) 

 No developments planned at 
this time 

Ealing Common Ealing Large open space Medium 
term & high 
priority 

Distance marker route 

Elthorne Park West Ealing Tennis courts Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Outdoor gym equipment and 
distance marker route 

Gurnell Grove West Ealing Gym equipment (6 stations)  No developments planned at 
this time 

Hanger Hill Ealing Pitch & Putt course 
Gym equipment (1 station) 

Medium 
term &high 
priority 

Distance marker route 
Goal end for basketball and 
football 

Horsenden Hill Greenford Hill and Canal 
Golf course 

Long term 
& high 
priority 

Outdoor activity centre, 
including water based activity 
and possible link with 
Horsenden Hill Golf Course 

Islip Manor Park Northolt Bowls green and MUGA Medium 
term & 
Medium 
priority 

Distance marker route and 
outdoor gym equipment 

Jubilee Gardens Southall Gym equipment (8 stations) Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

Distance marker route 
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Lammas Park Ealing For hire: Tennis courts and 
Floodlit 3G small sided games areas 
Free to use Outdoor gym equipment 
(4 stations) 

Short term 
& high 
priority 

Distance marker route  

Northala Fields Northolt Bunds and fishing ponds 
Cafe 

Medium 
term & 
medium 
priority 

Distance marker route 
Outdoor gym equipment 

Northolt Park Northolt Gym equipment (7 stations)  No developments planned at 
this time 

Pitshanger Park Ealing Tennis courts and pavilion, bowls 
green, grass pitches, outdoor gym 
equipment (9 stations) 

Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Distance marker route 

Poors Piece Hanwell Grass area Short term 
& high 
priority 

Outdoor gym equipment and 
table tennis table 

Radcliffe Way Northolt Outdoor gym equipment (5 stations) 
Table Tennis table 

 No developments planned at 
this time 

Ravenor Park Greenford Gym equipment (6 stations) 
Tennis courts and MUGA 

Short term 
& medium 
priority 

Distance marker route 

Southall Park Southall Gym equipment (5 stations) Short term 
& high 
priority 

Distance marker route 
Additional outdoor gym 
equipment 

Southall Recreation 
Ground 

Southall Proximity to the canal Short term 
& high 
priority 

Distance marker route 

The Green Acton Small sided artificial grass pitch 
Gym equipment (2 stations) 

 No developments planned at 
this time 

The Vale Estate Acton Outdoor Table Tennis table  No developments planned at 
this time 

Trinity Way Acton Outdoor Table Tennis table 
Climbing equipment 

 No developments planned at 
this time 

Walpole Park Ealing Café and Pitzhanger Manor Short term 
Medium 
term 

Distance marker route 
Outdoor gym equipment  

Wesley Playing 
Fields 

North Acton Gym equipment (3 stations) 
Outdoor Table Tennis table 

 No developments planned at 
this time 

Westcott Park Acton Outdoor Table Tennis table  No developments planned at 
this time 
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PLANNING POLICIES AND STANDARDS  
 
This section of the facilities strategy provides recommendations with regard to the 
development of active recreation policy in the Council’s various development plan 
documents.  These recommendations are based on the findings of this strategy and 
other local policy documents. 
 
This list of recommendations is not exhaustive, and consideration also needs to be 
given to national and regional guidance, particularly the need to avoid policy 
duplication at the local level.   
 
The Local Development Framework folder comprises various key policy documents, 
that will contain policy or guidance in relation to active recreation (both outdoor and 
indoor) included will be: 
 
Ealing’s Development Strategy (also known as the Core Strategy) sets out the 
vision for the future development of the borough.  Now adopted this document 
comprises various open space policies including a policy guiding and promoting 
active recreation (Policy 5.6).  This policy will: 

i) Protect and promote a network of sports grounds and other active 
recreation areas in the borough. 

ii) Seek to develop a sports hub as part of this network, with a range of 
sports provision adjoining in the Gurnell area, and the development of 
several strategic ‘satellite sites’ located strategically to serve 
communities across the borough. 

iii) Seek to secure developer contributions to provide a key funding 
source for the delivery of various priority projects. 

 
This policy also recognises the role of strategic and local sites as defined in the 
Sports Facilities Strategy in alleviating deficiency.     
 
Ealing’s Development Sites DPD (also known as the Site Specific Allocations DPD) 
which sets out the planning requirements for those key sites in the borough with 
significant development potential.  In the case of strategic sites (i.e. those sites 
capable of accommodating 500 dwellings plus), the document will identify specific 
on-site provision standards for sports. 
 
Ealing’s Development Management DPD whose role is to set out criteria by which 
planning applications are assessed.  The approach adopted by the Council in 
developing this document has been to produce a document which can sit alongside 
the development management type policies in the London Plan, supplementing these 
policies where needed at the local level, and reducing the need for duplication.  In 
this regard the following draft policies are relevant: 
 
Policy 3.19 ‘Sports Facilities’ which: 

i) Supports proposals that enhance and increase the provision of sport 
and recreation facilities. 

ii) Resists proposals that result in a net loss of sport and recreation 
facilities, including playing fields. 

iii) Recognise that temporary provision may provide the means to mitigate 
any loss as part of proposals for permanent re-provision. 

iv) Encourage multi-use sports and recreation facilities. 
v) In principle support the use of floodlighting, subject to minimum impact 

on local community and biodiversity. 
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Policy 3.18 ‘Education Facilities’, which encourage the dual use of educational 
facilities for community and recreational use. 
 
Draft local Policy 7D which comprises open space provision standards.  These 
standards will be informed by the local standards detailed below.  In developing this 
policy further guidance will also be provided on how standards can be adjusted to 
reflect deficiency, and in which cases it may be acceptable to accept off-site 
provision or contributions to improve the quality of existing facilities, where it is not 
possible to achieve standards on-site, or to make quantitative provision off-site.   
 
Draft Supplementary Planning Document 9 ‘Legal Agreements, Planning 
Obligations and Planning Gain’.  Originally published in 2007, this document has 
remained in draft form awaiting a decision on whether the Council would move 
forward with the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).  Having now decided to move 
forward with adopting CIL, the Council has recognised that there would still be some 
value in preparing interim S106 guidance.  This interim guidance will cover provision 
for sports 
 
In refining further the above documents consideration should also be given to the 
inclusion of the following policy criteria/guidance, for amplification or in the form of 
new policies. 
 
Policy Criteria for consideration  
 

 In order to make the best use of limited resources and to encourage all 
sections of the community to become more active, the Council through 
planning conditions, will ensure that all new indoor and outdoor sports facilities 
located on school sites, are available for community use outside of school 
hours, at a reasonable price and with appropriate staffing and management 
systems in place.   

 

 New indoor sports facilities located on a school site should be designed so that 
they have minimal impact on the rest of the school and its buildings.  
Positioning the community facilities at the front of a site with straightforward 
access routes will enable and promote community use and ensure all sections 
of the community benefit from new facilities.  

 

 Improvements to existing sports facilities on school sites will only occur where 
clear resourcing and management arrangements are in place to ensure 
affordable community use outside of schools hours for the benefit of Ealing 
residents.  

   
 Furthermore the Council will seek to improve accessibility to pitches and other 

facilities based on the walking catchment area of such facilities both now and in 
the future. 

 

 Under certain circumstances and in accordance with the Sport England policy 
on playing pitches, but only in the context of maintaining the required level of 
pitches, pitches and outdoor facilities may be redeveloped for other uses.  This 
could be when there is a clear surplus of that type of pitch(s) in the local area 
based on an approved evidence base,   the playing field area is small with little 
usefulness for sport, where better quality pitches are located close by, single 
pitch sites which are inefficient to maintain and manage, where built ancillary 
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facilities are non-existent or poor and there is little prospect of improvement 
and where the quality of pitches cannot be overcome economically.  

  

 The Council will see the provision of additional pitches and other outdoor sports 
facilities where an additional need has been identified in the assessment.  

 

 The Council will seek the improvement of substandard pitches and other 
outdoor facilities where this is economical, and ensure that they are fit for 
purpose for the duration of the study.  The Council will refer to the Sport 
England design and technical guidance advice for the quality standard for 
outdoor facilities. 

 

 The Council will seek the provision and enhancement of ancillary facilities such 
as changing, parking, access and landscaping in order to ensure that pitches 
and other outdoor facilities meet the needs of the 21st century, in accordance 
with established standards.  The Council will refer to the Sport England design 
and technical guidance advice for the quality standard for outdoor facilities. 

 

 In meeting these policies the Council will seek to achieve financial contributions 
to the development of outdoor sports facilities to improve their provision, quality 
and accessibility to the local community.  

 

 Where appropriate and in accordance with other planning policies, the Council 
will encourage the provision of floodlighting of outdoor sports facilities, 
particularly AGPs, MUGAs and strategic multi sport multi pitch sites, and 
ensure that design, lighting levels, fencing, screening and other technical 
standards as set out in Sport England and other NGB guidance is met. 

 

 In response to local demand, informal activity equipment will be installed in 
Ealing’s parks to encourage people to exercise outdoors, especially in areas 
with limited access to formal recreational facilities.  Developments will include 
distance marker routes, to allow people to walk or jog a set distance, outdoor 
gym facilities, outdoor sports equipment for a range of activities and clearly 
marked cycling routes. Other activity provision could include parkour, rebound 
walls, skate facilities and low level climbing or traversing equipment.   

 

 Strategic and local multi sport multi pitch priority sports grounds as well as 
sport specific grounds will be designated as Outdoor Sports Facilities and will 
be protected and maintained for sports use only with the presumption that the 
sites will be developed in favour of outdoor sport to enhance existing activities 
and facilities.   

 

 Specific individual sites, designated as Outdoor Sports Facilities, will have 
associated planning guidance documents (local development orders), which 
will indicate the proposed/desired future development on that site. 

 

 Strategic multi sport multi pitch sites could be developed to include indoor sport 
and recreational facilities, in areas where a need has been identified, which 
complement the outdoor sports provision on the site and would potentially 
make the facility sustainable for the future. 
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The following policies need to be considered specifically for swimming pool facilities: 
 

 The Council will seek to retain the existing provision of public swimming pools 
where there is an evident existing and future need.  Furthermore the Council 
will seek to improve accessibility to swimming pools based on the walk to 
catchment area of public swimming pools both now and in the future. 

 

 Based on the Council’s development of a needs and evidence base for 
swimming up to 2021 and beyond, the Council has identified there is a need to 
provide additional swimming pool provision either at existing sites, or, 
preferably at a new site to ensure there is greater access to swimming pools by 
the Ealing population.  

 

 Based on the Council’s needs and evidence base findings, the Council has 
identified a need to improve the quality of the existing swimming pool facilities. 
This will also help to meet the Council’s sports development objectives and 
contribute to the Council’s objectives of increasing adult participation in sport 
by 1% a year.  

 

 In meeting these policies the Council will seek to achieve financial contributions 
to the development of swimming pool facilities to improve provision of 
swimming pools, improve the quality of existing pools and their accessibility. 
This is where the future demand assessment for swimming projects a need for 
swimming pools at the existing locations.  

 

 The Council will adopt the Sport England design and technical guidance advice 
as the quality standard for swimming pools.     

 
 
The following policies need to be considered specifically for sports halls: 
 

 The Council will seek to retain the existing provision of public sports halls 
where there is an evident existing and future need.  Furthermore the Council 
will seek to improve accessibility to sports halls based on the walk to catchment 
area of sports halls both now and in the future (policy 1). 

  

 Based on the Council’s development of a needs and evidence base for sports 
halls up to 2021 and beyond, the Council has identified there is a need to 
provide additional sports hall provision either at existing sites, or at new site(s) 
to ensure there is greater access to sports halls by the Ealing population.  

 

 Based on the Council’s needs and evidence base findings, the Council has 
identified a need to improve the quality of the existing sports hall stock. This will 
also help to meet the Council’s sports development objectives and contribute to 
the Council’s objectives of increasing adult participation in sport by 1% a year.  

 

 In meeting these policies the Council will seek to achieve financial contributions 
to the development of sports hall facilities to improve provision of sports halls, 
improve the quality of sports halls and their accessibility. This is where the 
future demand assessment for sports halls projects a need for sports halls at 
the existing locations. 

 

 The Council will adopt the Sport England design and technical guidance advice 
for the quality standard for sports halls.     
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 The Council will seek to enhance the existing provision of indoor sports space 
available for community use, by identifying alternative building options to 
ensure an enhanced cost effective and sustainable network of indoor sports 
areas located in areas of high demand. 

 
 
 



141 

 

FUTURE PLANNING STANDARDS FOR INDOOR AND OUTDOOR 
FACILITIES 
 
The Council has developed a spatial evidence base for indoor and outdoor sports 
provision that assesses the supply and demand for facilities in the base year of 2010 
and projects the future demand for sports facilities up to 2021 and beyond. This 
future demand assessment is based on the Council’s commitment to increase sports 
participation by 1% annually. Also the future demand assessment integrates Ealing 
Council’s projected population growth and location of new housing areas/growth up 
to 2021.  
 
The National Planning Policy Framework and the London Plan requires local 
authorities to develop and set planning standards for open space, recreational 
activities, indoor and outdoor sports facilities.  These standards should cover 
quantity, quality and accessibility.  Once developed, these standards will be used as 
a starting point for negotiating provision in relation to individual development 
proposals.  In some cases this will be on site, in others it will be off-site including via 
contributions.  
 
In terms of quality, all facilities should be built to conform to the design and layout 
requirements of Sport England, or the relevant National Governing Body of Sport. 
 
Accessibility standards should also be set to ensure that all residents of Ealing are 
within a reasonable travel time of sports facilities.  For example, in line with the 
requirements of the Audit Commission, all facilities in an urban area should be within 
a 20 minute walking catchment. 
 
In order to develop quantitative local standards for facilities or pitches, it has been 
necessary to understand the space requirement of future demand, based on the 
findings of this report.     
 
In calculating space requirements for individual sports it has been necessary to 
employ a number of assumptions regarding pitch sizes. For the purposes of planning 
the space requirements for pitches in Ealing, the following dimensions represent the 
areas required to accommodate each type of pitch together with suitable safety 
margins.  These are broadly based on the recommendations set out in ‘Towards a 
Level Playing Field’, but adapted to reflect more recent experience.   In addition a site 
multiplier of 15% should be allowed for, to accommodate space for pavilion, access, 
landscaping, parking and other ancillaries.  This might be less on multi pitch sites. 
 
The space requirements for other outdoor sports facilities are as follows: 
 

 Tennis (source Sport England) 
4 court facility for club play 36.58 x 54.01m + 5m margin outside fencing 
 

 Bowls (source Sport England) 
6 rink green 40.232 x 40.23m, plus 50% allowance for ancillary facilities 
including circulation space 
 

 Floodlit MUGA (source Sport England) 
Single court 40 x 18.5m, plus 5m margin outside fencing 
 

 Athletics (source Sport England) 
8 lane 400m synthetic track 
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The calculated requirements for pitch and other outdoor facility requirements for 
Ealing by 2021 are set out in the table below:  
 
 

Sport pitch type No. of pitches/courts/etc. Area (ha) Total area (ha) 

Snr Football 48 0.90 43.20 

Jnr Football 45 0.75 33.75 

Mini soccer 36 0.36 12.96 

Cricket 34 1.85 62.90 

Snr Rugby 13 1.25 16.25 

Jnr Rugby 6 0.85 5.10 

Gaelic Football 3 1.50 4.50 

AGP 12 0.80 9.60 

Athletics (1 x 8 + 1 x 6) 3.20 5.60 

Tennis only 154 0.075 11.55 

Bowls 9 0.25 2.25 

Floodlit/MUGA 21/52 0.14 2.94/7.28 

Total sports area needed in 2021 (ha) 214.94 

15% site multiplier 247.18 

 
 
The total space required by 2021 for the suggested number of pitches, courts, greens 
and other outdoor sports facilities (excluding golf) is therefore 247.18ha, which on the 
basis of a population of 337,000 equates to an area of 0.73 ha per 1000 population.  
It is proposed that this figure be adopted as a standard to be applied to individual 
applications.  This figure is also broadly similar to the standard recommended in the 
2007 study. 
 
The table below summarises the recommended local standards (quantitative) for 
indoor and outdoor sports provision, derived from the future assessments detailed in 
the indoor and outdoor sports sections of this document.  These space standards 
have also been translated into monetary contributions based on Sport England 
advice with regard to the current costs of facility provision. Actual costs will depend 
on the circumstances prevailing at the time; therefore this information is given solely 
as guidance but can be used to as a basis for negotiation on an infrastructure plan in 
association with all other potential funders, and developers’ contributions to other 
infrastructure items. 
 

Facility Facility per 
head 

Local standard (sqm) per 
1000 population 

Provision 
cost/sqm 

Sports hall 
(4 court) 

16,500 people 36sqm per 1000 people x 
£5601 per sqm  

£201,636/1000 or 
£201.64/person 

Swimming pool 
(4 lane x 25m) 

17,000 people 12.6sqm per 1000 people x 
£13,161 per sqm 

£165,818/1000 or 
£165.80/person 

Health & Fitness 
(50 station) 

6,500 people 6.3 stations per 1000 people x 
£10,000 per station 

£63,000/1000 or 
£63.00/person 

Indoor Tennis 
(4 court) 

125,000 people 0.03 courts per 1000 people x 
£550,000 per court 

£16,500/1000 or  
£16.50/person 

Indoor Bowls 
(6 rink) 

320,000 people 0.02 rinks per 1000 people x 
£258,333 per rink 

£5,166/1000 or  
£5.16/person 

Playing Fields  0.74 per 1000 people x  
£450,000 per ha 

£333,000/1000 or 
£333/person 
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