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ALLOTMENT FOWLKEEPING AGREEMENT

Keeping fowl is a traditional activity on allotments which can bring 
trmendous enjoyment for the keeper and others, as well as providing 
a safe and pleasant environment for the birds. We require that 
reasonable welfare standards are met and that keeping birds does not 
present a nuisance to others. Within these constraints, we hope you 
enjoy allotment gardening and keeping fowl on Ealing’s allotments.

Plot number Site

There’s plenty of safe space for these hens to roam

1. REVIEW OF AGREEMENT

The council reserves the right to review this agreement  
as required. Before making any changes the council will 
give you notice of such changes.

2. TENANCY

Any person keeping fowl on allotment land must be an 
allotment tenant and is bound by the allotment tenancy 
agreement in addition to this agreement. 

3. THE PLOT

An allotment tenant must obtain permission from either 
the site manager or the council’s allotments manager to 
keep fowl on an allotment. The manager will consider 
the suitability, location and size of the plot.

Guidance: A plot of less than 5 poles or one which 
borders a residential property or a public highway will 
not usually be considered suitable for keeping fowl.

4. THE BIRDS

You may keep hens (but not cockerels) and ducks under 
this agreement. If you wish to keep any other type of 
bird you must fi rst receive written permision from the 
allotments manager. You must maintain a list of all birds 
with a full medication history and record any deaths.

5. THE FIVE FREEDOMS

The Animal Welfare Act 2006 requires that you:

• provide a suitable environment for the birds
• provide a suitable diet and fresh water
• allow the birds to exhibit normal behaviour
• house social birds with others
• protect them from pain, injury, suffering and disease

The birds must have daily access to an outdoor area and 
a suitable shelter (see below), with fresh water and food. 
There may be no more than one bird per square metre of 

the space outdoors and no more than three per square 
metre of the shelter.

The birds must be provided with a fully roofed shed 
giving shelter from cold, direct sunshine and extremes of 
weather, with clean bedding of straw or wood shavings 
and adequate ventilation and warmth. Hens require 
roosting perches and a dry place to dust bathe.  

The area given over to the birds must be protected from 
predators such as foxes by suitable fencing around the 
shed and pasture area. The only acceptable form of fox 
control on an allotment is a commercial repellant

A suitable balanced feed must be available at all times; 
laying hens require a calcium supplement and chickens 
must have access to insoluble grit to aid digestion. If the 
birds have access to grass, keep this short to prevent 
long strands inhibiting digestion.

Fresh water must be provided and changed daily. Young 
chicks must be provided with suitable drinkers which 
prevent them climbing in and drowning and ducklings 
must be provided with shallow troughs to avoid getting 
immature feathers wet. The area around ducks’ water 
troughs is likely to get muddy, so these should be moved 
frequently.

Signature Date

Please sign and return one copy of this agreement to the manager.


