
ED53 – Inspector’s response to Professor Alan Gillett regarding the procedure, process and format 
of the Planning for Schools DPD Hearing Sessions (scheduled for the 11th-13th November 2015). 

 

I will be running the discussion in the order of the published agendas (ED50).  With some of the agenda 
questions, on reflection following further reading of the evidence and hearing statements, I am unlikely 
to pursue any detailed line of questioning.  However, there remain questions in respect of each matter 
where I do need to explore in more detail the soundness of the plan.  For each matter only those persons 
listed on the Hearings Programme will have a seat at the table and I will manage and bring people into 
the discussion as and when appropriate.  I will lead the discussion to gather additional evidence which I 
need for my report.  I will be looking to the Council in the first instance, as it is their Plan under 
examination, to guide me to the relevant evidence base or provide additional explanation.  I will have 
some specific questions for some representors based on their submissions which I will pose to them 
directly and on each matter there will be an opportunity for attendees to generally contribute.  

I am afraid I cannot give any specificity to timetables for each day other than the broad breakdown 
already provided in the agendas.  If attendees have particular time constraints I will establish this at the 
start of each morning and afternoon session and manage the hearings accordingly.   I will also explain at 
each session the process for making contributions.  It will not be a “free-for-all” discussion, it will be 
orderly and the emphasis will remain on my requirement to gather the evidence I need.  I appreciate the 
hearings may well be long days for participants, the Council and myself, however, I will be adjourning for 
mid-morning and mid-afternoon breaks as well as a sufficient lunch time adjournment.   

I am generally comfortable with the numbers participating.  I will be looking at the venue beforehand and 
will ensure it is set up accordingly including seating for members of the public.  I note on Day 2 there are 
several representors around the table who in essence have made very similar submissions.  I will 
emphasise at the start of each session that repetition is to be avoided and I will intervene if it arises.  
Additionally, as my guidance note sets out written representations carry equal weight to oral submissions 
and I would encourage participants to bear that in mind.  Whilst I will not deny anyone who has 
requested to speak, the right to do so, I will explain at the start of Day 2 that it will not be helpful to me 
to hear numerous separate equivalent submissions on the same point, particularly if it is a verbatim 
repetition of what has already been put to me in writing.  Whether there are a couple of primary 
spokespeople who can take the lead to articulate the case for local residents, that may be a useful 
consideration.  More generally, I would encourage participants for Day 2 to look at the Council’s Hearing 
Statement on the matter, the hearing statements submitted by other participants (ED41-45), the 2 
Statements of Common Ground and the Council’s suggested further modifications, particularly in 
Examination Document ED18.   

I trust this is of assistance and I look forward to holding what I hope will be a constructive and beneficial 
event next week. 

Kind regards 

David Spencer 
Inspector 


