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Ref: AHu/LWe 
 
 
23rd October 2015 
 
 
Caroline Caldwell 
Programme Officer 
Planning Policy 
Ealing Council 
4th Floor Perceval House 
14-16 Uxbridge Road 
Ealing  
London W5 2HL 
 
 
 
Dear Caroline, 
 
I would be grateful if the following comments could be submitted to the planning inspector in 
advance of the Inspection in public on behalf of the Twyford Trust. 
 
Need for School places:  
The rising birth-rate and need for places within Central Ealing and Acton has I think been well 
documented.  I am able to give additional information regarding demand. 268 parents with children 
in relevant year groups to the expected first year of entry (2016) supported the bid which we 
submitted to the DfE to launch a school at Parkview. Twyford itself is has 1262 applications for 190 
places and William Perkin (the Trust’s second school) is oversubscribed to a similar level. Parents in 
the local area cannot get into schools which are further away and it is clear from our data that a 
further Trust school would be very much in demand. The criteria which we have proposed would 
keep the intake very local.  The standards and popularity of William Perkin School have meant that 
parents in the 2015 admissions round needed to live within 1.007 miles, in order to get a place at the 
school.   The nodal point to be used for proximity measurements for the new school (North Twyford) 
will be St Peter’s Church, (Mount Park Road, Ealing, W5 2RU) 
 
Transport Plans 
The school will be very assertive of a Green Travel plan. Students are very likely to live within walking 
distance of the school but there will also be a strong encouragement to use cycles or public 
transport. This encouragement will also apply to the staff and in their case a subsidised cycle 
purchase scheme will be in place.   It is hoped that this will limit the impact of the school on 
congestion within the area. 
 
Community use of School Buildings  
The Trust is committed to a curriculum offer which gives students an extended elective programme 
as well as the   compulsory core of timetabled lessons. The school day at both existing schools is 
therefore longer than average in order to give the students full access to creative, practical and 
applied subjects (including Art & Graphics, Music and ICT).  The arrangements for site staff allow for 
the school to be open for longer hours and to make a seamless transition into evening lets of 
specialist facilities for appropriate community use. There has been a full programme of adult 
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education classes at Twyford and these are building up at the new school (William Perkin) also. The 
timetable at William Perkin has also allowed specialist facilities to be extensively used by local 
primary schools. Each of the Trust schools has its own specialism and it is hoped that facilities 
supporting Art and Design Engineering will be of particular interest locally. 
 
Community Sports Plans 
A full sports programme is a central element of the extended elective offer at Trust schools and 
therefore the Trust is committed to working in partnership with the local authority and community 
sports providers to develop facilities with joint school and community use in mind. At both Twyford 
and William Perkin the school sports hall has full use after school hours as a community sports 
centre and the Trust is working closely with the Local Authority in the delivery of its sports pitch 
strategy.   
 
The Trust has already been successful in drawing down additional funding from sporting bodies such 
as the FA and School Sports Association in order to enhance the quality and range of the sports 
pitches ensuring they are suitable for community use at the weekends and evenings at William 
Perkin and is taking forward a parallel sports development plan at Twyford – working in partnership 
with the Local Authority and with Wasps.  The site at Parkview would offer the opportunity to use 
exactly the same model of community sports development and would therefore provide superb 
sporting opportunities for children and adults where none exist currently. The Trust would relish the 
opportunity to work closely with Ealing Cricket Club in developing cricket as part of the schools offer 
(as it is at both existing school) and encouraging students to play out of school hours  
 
Building Design in relation to the A406 
The Parkview site has similarities to William Perkin, in particular with reference to the proximity to a 
main road (in the case of William Perkin, the site is immediately adjacent to the A40). Issues of noise 
and air quality were taken into account by the architects and planners at the Greenford site and a 
choice was made to place the school closer to the road rather than further away with its back to the 
risk. The design of the building ensures that the school looks outward to a green vista and towards 
the community it serves. Lighting and ventilation systems have all been designed to ensure air is 
drawn in at the furthest point from the road. The building also acts as a buffer to noise pollution and 
the play space and sporting facilities which are in the lee of the building are therefore more 
sheltered and quiet.    
 
Temporary Sites  
The timescales for planning & development at Parkview make it necessary to consider temporary 
site options. The Trust would like to take advantage of the opportunity presented at site S-Act7 by 
the re-location of Wasps professional team to a training facility in Coventry. Wasps current training 
ground on Twyford Avenue is immediately adjacent to Twyford school and temporary 
accommodation here could allow for joint use of school Twyford school facilities as well as the sports 
pitches expected to be developed under the Community sports strategy. This would be efficient and 
effective in improving the quality of education while the new school was in its first years.  
 
Alternative Sites 
The Trust did consider alternative sites from those listed on the DPD. Pre-eminent amongst these 
was Twyford Abbey and this was included on the original bid to the DFE. The site was however 
discounted at an early stage by the Education Funding Agency because of the costs of restoration of 
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the listed building on the site. The school worked closely with the Local Authority in reviewing 
possible sites and concluded that  
 
Conclusion 
The Trust is very committed to the development of a school at Parkview because of its proximity to 
the community which it would serve. We would also anticipate that the development of school 
facilities at the site would enhance the life of the community as well as offering a very high quality 
educational offer for local families  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Alice Hudson 
Executive Headteacher 
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