
Demography, Projections and 
School Place Planning Methodology

- Update Report

London Borough of Ealing Children’s Services
         (Schools Planning and Resources)

October 2015





Contents

1) Introduction           pg1

2) Pressure for Primary Places and Planned Action     pg2

3) Pressure for Secondary Places and Planned Action     pg3

 



1. Introduction

This report updates the ‘Demography, projections and school place planning methodology 
report (EB1) with the latest demography figures for London Borough of Ealing. These updates 
are consistent with those provided to Ealing’s Cabinet in September 2015 (ED22). Unless 
referred to in this update report, all other figures remain as reported in EB1.
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2. Pressure for Primary Places and Planned Action

The final 2014/15 birth to reception retention ratio was 79.4% which means that the 3 year 
average retention (2012/13 – 2014/15) has now come down to 81.1%. In the latest DfE school 
capacity return (July 2015) the Council therefore decided to reduce the birth to reception 
retention ratio used to project the number of children entering reception from September 2016 
onwards from 82.5% (as reported in EB1 2.12) to a more likely 82%. Using a ratio of 82% rather 
than 82.5% is broadly equivalent to reducing the projected demand by 1 form of entry (FE).

The approved primary expansion programme (including approved free schools) now stands 
at 36.5FE (compared to the 31.5FE reported in EB1 3.1). The 2FE Ark Byron Primary School 
opened in September 2015 (in a temporary location). The 1FE expansion of Beaconsfield 
Primary was approved from September 2016 and the 2FE Floreat Southall Primary free school 
given approval by the DfE to open in September 2016, (although with a site still to be identified).

There were 5,466 births during the 2013/14 academic year. Early indications are that births will 
again be between 5,400 and 5,500 in 2014/15. At the time EB1 was written (January 2015), the 
GLA were projecting that births in the borough be in the region of 5,900 for the next ten years 
(EB1 3.3).The GLA revised their population projections in April 2015 to take account of the 
recent fall in births and the latest projected age structure of the population, and are now 
projecting that births in Ealing will level off and remain in the region of 5,400 for the next ten 
years. This has brought down longer term projections for primary places (from 2018 and 
beyond).

The Council previously reported a projected need for a further 3.5FE on top of the 31.5FE 
already agreed (EB1 3.5). They are now projecting that demand for primary places overall will 
peak at 4,737. Once the current primary schemes are fully implemented we will have 4,800 
permanent reception places available across the borough and therefore now expect to have 
sufficient places to meet demand at a borough level and to provide a reasonable buffer to cope 
with in year admissions and fluctuations in retention in the Acton, Ealing and Greenford, 
Northolt, Perivale (GNP) areas of the borough for at least the next five years.

This is not however the case in Southall, where birth increases came later (as reported in EB1 
3.6), with a 25% increase in births between 2008/09 and 2011/12. In Southall South, a 0.5FE 
permanent expansion at Clifton Primary and the opening of the new St Mary’s Free School in 
2014 (in its temporary location), have taken the current planned admission number to 510. The 
Council expect to need to provide further places in Southall South to meet the demand 
generated by higher birth years entering reception from September 2016. It is anticipated that 
this additional demand will largely be met through Floreat Southall, a new 2FE primary Free 
School, which has approval to open in September 2016, though has not yet secured a site. The 
1FE expansion of Beaconsfield Primary School in Southall North from September 2016 was 
approved in February 2015. The Council anticipate that they could need to provide up to a 
further 2FE in Southall North and 1FE in Southall South in September 2016 in temporarily 
solutions to meet the demand generated by the peak in births.
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3. Pressure for Secondary Places and Planned Action

The final 2014/15 year 6 to 7 retention ratio was 79.3% which means the 3 year average 
retention (2012/13 – 2014/15) has come down to 80.0%.  Notwithstanding this, the Council still 
feel it is important to plan for a rate of 85% (as reported in EB1 2.13) given the likely increase 
in popularity of the three schools with vacancies (following recent Ofsted “good” ratings), the 
planned expansions of popular existing schools and the expected popularity of the proposed 
new free schools. However, in the latest school capacity return (July 2015) the Council 
projected that the retention rate would rise more gradually, using projected ratios of 83.5% in 
September 2016, 84% in 2017, 84.5% in 2018 and eventually rising to 85% from September 
2019 onwards. Each 0.5% increase in retention is equivalent to just over half an FE at 
secondary.

The EFA were unable to secure a permanent site for Ealing Fields free school in time to be able 
to open in September 2015 (as anticipated in EB1 4.4) so opening has been deferred to 2016.  
Following the deferral, an additional 60 places (2FE) were made available for September 2015 
through bulge classes at Acton High School and at Elthorne Park High School.

These updates do not change the projected demand for high school places reported in EB1(4.2) 
as this referred to the projected number of places required by 2019, which remains at 23FE.
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