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Selling Poisons to the Public

A Short Guide for Shopkeepers

This guide is intended for shopkeepers in the Borough of Ealing who sell poisons to the general public.  It does not cover all the requirements, as most of the labelling requirements are met by the manufacturer.  It is not a legal requirement but it draws your attention to requirements of the law.

The sale of poisons is controlled by the Poisons Act 1972.  The poisons covered by poison law which may be sold to the general public are listed on pages 4-7.

The restrictions on sale can be found in the guide on the notes to the appendix.

The list of all substances that are restricted by poison law is extensive and can be found in the Medicine and Poison Guide, published by Pharmaceutical Press, price £5.50 (March 1985) or by letter or telephone to:



Regulatory Services



London Borough of Ealing



Perceval House



14-16 Uxbridge Road



London W5 2HL



Telephone No.  020 8825 6655

Poisons Act 1872, The Poisons Rules 1982 and Amended 1985 and 1986, 

The Poisons List Order 1982 

These laws cover the sale of compounds which range widely in toxicity.  For example, cyanide is about 200 times more poisonous than kettle descaler.

1. Ealing Council List of Shopkeepers Permitted to Sell Poisons
The shopkeeper must be on this list before they can sell the poisons on pages 4-7.  Only the shopkeeper and deputies names on the list may sell the poisons.

2. Labelling and Packaging
Most of the requirements will be met by the manufacturer.

The bottle or container should be strong enough.

The label will show the name of the poison.

The shopkeeper must not open poison containers, or sell poison which has been exposed.

3. Households Certificate and Record of Sale
Some poisons may only be sold to a householder known to shopkeeper to be of good character or someone holding a householders certificate.  The household signing the certificate must be known by the shopkeeper to be a responsible person of good character or, if the shopkeeper 

does not know him, then the certificate must be signed by the station officer at the local police station.

An example of a householders certificate is shown on page 9 (and in Schedule 10 of the Poisons Rules 1982).

The householders certificate must be retained for two years by the shopkeeper.

Some poisons which usually need a households certificate can sometimes be sold without a certificate.  Check the notes in the catalogue.  A sampling officer from the Local Authority does not need a householders certificate.

When a householders certificate is required, then a record of sale is also required.

The record of sale must be in a book and must be kept for two years after the sale.

An example of a record of sale book is set out on page 10.

4. Exemptions
Some poisons are exempted from control if they are dilute enough, eg if hydrochloric acid is less then 10% w/w then it is exempted from the poisons law requirements.

Other poisons are exempted if they are in particular products, eg sulphuric acid in car batteries.

Other products are exempted from poisons law if they are in a general category, eg adhesive, builders materials.

To see if an item or substance is exempt check the substance in the notes to the substance and then check the exempted articles on page 8.

5. Transport
Anyone transporting poison (including the shopkeeper, customers or a carrier) must effectively separate the poison from food and empty containers which have contained food.

6. Storage
To store poison and food near to each other is dangerous.  The following rule is a sensible way to store poisons.  For some poisons it is illegal not to store them as follows:

(a) in a cupboard or drawer reserved solely for the storage of poisons, or

(b) in a part of the premises which is partitioned off or otherwise separated from the remainder of the premises and to which customers are not permitted to have access, or

(c) on a shelf reserved for the storage of poisons and no food is kept directly under the shelf.

Poisons which need a householder’s certificate and are to be used in agriculture, horticulture or forestry are further restricted.  These poisons may only be stored.

(a) in a cupboard or drawer reserved solely for the storage of poisons, or

(b) on a shelf or in any part of the premises as long as food is not kept in that part of the premises.

7. Offences
Prosecutions for offences against the Poison Act or the Poison Rules are heard in the Magistrates Court.  At present (March 1985) the maximum fine for most of the offences is £1,000 plus £10 for every day subsequent to the date of conviction during which the contravention of default continues.

The Magistrates can also order the Council to remove a shopkeeper from the list of shopkeepers permitted to sell poisons.

Poisons which may be sold to the general public

	POISON
	NOTES



	Alpha-Chloralose ………..
	Preparations intended for indoor use in the destruction of rats or mice and containing not more than four percent, weight in weight, of alpha- chloralose.

Preparations intended for indoor use in the destruction of rats or mice and containing not more than 8.5 percent, weight in weight, of apha- chloralose, where the preparation is contained in a bag or sachet which is itself attached to the inside of a device in which the preparation is intended to be so used and the device contains not more than 3 grams of the preparation.



	Ammonia ………………….
	Stronger than 10%.

The following are exempt from poison law.

Substances not being solutions of ammonia or preparations containing solutions of ammonia.

Substances containing less than 10 percent, weight in weight, of ammonia (NH3):

Refrigerators.



	Arsenic ……………………
	Substances containing less then 0.0075% arsenic.

The following substances are exempt from poison law.

Pyrites ores or sulphuric acid containing arsenic or compounds of arsenic as natural impurities, in reagent kits or reagent devices, supplied for medical or veterinary purposes, substances containing less than 0.1 percent, weight in weight, or ansanilic acid.



	Barium …………………….
	Preparations of barium carbonate for the destruction of rats and mice.

Barium Sulphate.

The following substances are exempt from poison law.

Witherite other than finely ground witherite; barium carbonate bonded to charcoal for case hardening; fire extinguishers containing barium chloride; sealed smoke generators containing not more than 25 percent, weight in weight, of barium carbonate.



	Dinitrocresol (DNOC)m
	Winter washes containing less than 5% of DNOC.



	Formaldehyde ……………
	Stronger than 5%.

The following are exempt from poison law.

Weaker than 5%.

Photographic glazing and hardening solutions.



	Hydrochloric Acid………..
	Stronger than 10%.

Hydrochloric acid weaker than 10% is exempt from poison law.



	Hydrofluoric Acid……….


Alkali Metal Bifluorides


Ammonium Bifluorides


Alkali Metal Fluorides


Ammonium Flourides
	

	Sodium Silicofluoride……


Sodium Fluoride
	When they contain less than 3% as a preservative are exempt from poison law.



	Organic Mercury ………..
	Solutions containing not more than 5% weight in volume of phenylmercuric acetate for use in swimming baths.

Treatments on seeds or bulbs are exempt from poison law.



	Nicotine, its salts, its quaternary compounds ….
	Householders certificate and record of sale is required unless -        the substance is exempt from poison law;

Or it is for use as an agricultural or horticultural insecticide and  contains less than 4 nicotine w/w.

The following substances are exempt from poison law.

Tobacco in cigarettes, the paper of a cigarette (excluding any part of that paper forming part of or surrounding a filter), where that paper in each cigarette does not have more than the equivalent of 10 milligrams of nicotine;

Preparations in aerosol dispensers containing not more than 0.2 percent of nicotine, weight in weight;

Other liquid preparations, and solid preparations with a soap base, containing not more than 7.5 percent, of nicotine, weight in weight.



	Nitric Acid ……………….
	Stronger than 20%.

Substances containing less than twenty percent, weight in weight, of nitric acid (HNO3). Are exempt from poison law.



	Nitrobenzene ……………..
	Substances containing less than 0.1 percent, of nitrobenze and polishes are exempt from poison law.

Use of nitrobenzene is restricted to agricultural, horticultural and forestal insecticides.



	Metallic Oxallates ………

Other than Potassium quadroxalate


	Use restricted to photographic solutions or materials.

	Phenols ……………………
	Less than 60% weight in weight phenols.  Compounds of phenols with a metal containing less than 60% w/w of phenols.



	(any member of the series of phenols of which the first member is phenol and of which the molecular composition varies from member to member by one carbon and two atoms of hydrogen)
	(more than 60% and the substance may not be sold by a shopkeeper).

The following phenols are exempt from poison law.

Butylated hydroxytoluene;

Carvacrol;

Creosote obtained from coal tar;

Essential oils in which phenols occur naturally;

Liquid disinfectants or antiseptics not containing phenol and containing less then 2.5 percent of other phenols;

Motor fuel treatments not containing phenol and containing less than 2.5 percent of other phenols;

In reagent kits supplied for medical or veterinary purposes;

Solid substances containing less than sixty percent of phenols;

Tar (coal or wood), crude or refined;

In tar oil distillation fractions containing not more than 5 percent of phenols;

Tert-butylcresol;

p-tert-butylphenol;

p-tert-pentylphenol;

p-(1,1,3,3-tetranethylbutyl1) phenol;

thymol



	Phosphoric Acid…………..
	Descaling preparations containing more than 50% w/w of orthophosphoric acid.  Other substances  contining phosphoric acid are exempt from poison law.



	Potassium Hydroxide…….
	Stronger than 17%.

(weaker than 17% - exempt from poison law).

Batteries and accumulators are also exempt from poison law.



	Sodium Hydroxide ……….
	Substances containing the equivalent of less than twelve percent of total caustic alkalinity expressed as sodium hydroxide are exempt from poison law.



	Sodium Nitrite ……………
	Preparations for the destruction of rats and mice which contain more than 0.1 percent sodium nitrite.

Substances containing less than 0.1% of which are not rat or mouse poison are exempt from poison law.



	Sulphuric Acid ……………
	Stronger than 15%.

The following are exempt from poison law.

Substances containing less than fifteen percent, weight in weight, of sulphuric acid (H2SO4), accumulators; batteries and sealed containers in which sulphuric acid is packed together with car batteries for use in those batteries; fire extinguishers.



	Zinc Phosphide …………..
	Householder’s certificate and record of sale needed.

Use restricted to rat and mouse poison.


GENERAL EXEMPTIONS

The following articles are exempted from poison law.  (Schedule 4 of the Poisons Rules 1982).




Adhesives


Inks




Anti-fouling compositions
Lacquer Solvents




Builders Materials

Loading Materials




Ceramics


Matches

Cosmetic Products

Medicated Animal Feeding Stuffs

Distempers


Motor Fuels & Lubricants

Electrical Valves

Paints

Enamels


Photographic Paper

Explosives 


Pigments

Fillers



Plastics

Fireworks


Propellants

Fluorescent Lamps

Rubber

Glazes



Varnishes

Glue



Vascular Plants and their Seeds

Although these articles are exempted from Poison Law, they may be covered by the Classification, Labelling and Packaging of Dangerous Substances Regulations 1984.

Handling and storage of these articles is covered by the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974, and the Environmental Health Department can give advice.

Householders Certificate

Certificate for the Purchase of a Non-Medical Poison

For the purposes of Section 3(2)(a)(I) of the Poisons Act I, the undersigned, a Householder occupying (a) ………………………………………………………………………………………….

hereby certify from my knowledge of (b) …………………………………………………………….

of (a) ………………………………………………………………………………………………….

that he is a person to whom (c) …………………………..……….……… may properly be supplied.


I further certify that (d) …………………………………………..  is the signature of the said

(b) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………

Signature of householder giving

Certificate

Date …………………………..

(a) Insert full postal address.

(b) Insert full name of intending purchaser.

(c) Insert name of poison.

(d) Intending purchaser to sign his name here.

Endorsement required by Rule 25 of the Poisons Rules 1982 to be made by a police officer in charge of a police station when, but only when, the householder giving the certificate is now known to the seller of the poison to be a responsible person of good character.


I hereby certify that in so far as is known to the police of the district in which *……………..

…………………………………..…………….. resides he is a responsible person of good character.

Signature of Police Officer …………………………….

Rank ……………………………………………………

In charge of Police Station at …………………………..

Date …………………………………………………….

Office Stamp of

Police Station







*Insert full name of householder giving the certificate.

NB:  The person buying the poison must live at the same address as the householder.
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RECORD OF SALE

	Date of Sale
	Name and Quantity of

Poison Supplied


	Purchaser’s
	Purchase of which stated to be required
	Date of Certificate (if any)
	Name and Address of Person giving Certificate (if any)


	Signature of Purchaser or, where a signed order is permitted by the Poisons Rules 1982 the date of the signed order

	
	
	Name
	Address
	Business, Trade or

Occupation
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